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i?HE SWINISH MUtTITUDE VINDICATEb^^fllOM fTHF 
yt^AR ATtACKS, AND STILL MORE Vi: '.Al. 
LANGUAGE, OF A WELL-KNOWN CALUMK^A^t >; 

APOSTATE. — proxies; THEIR USE IN F. 

' HANGING, %C.-^HOW TO. PAY OFF OLD Cv ' 
A CURIOUS ^CUPSE OF THE SUN. 

iw.ASTdplQuirk^ mnst cerfciinly ]iave,| 
hog himsdt to take the pcople*s )nfjiiey oi »)f 
their pockets, for bespattering and sti^atj ^ 
as a szainish mMfeV«(fe the most ntrtiier,^r re 
jitost industrious^ cbnsd^iieiitl^' the vx^^i usei , 
and, we Will add, the most Ivor Jhy puX T)f t t- 
Imman race; l^ there are "meit from whon^ 
pi:a«e;Tro|dd be a disgrace^ and who. . abu5 
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retorted upon their own heads, by the contempt 
of all men of sense and integrity, who well know* 
thediflference between wholesome plants, and 
baneful or useless weeds; between industrious 
bees, and indolent drones. Such rational ob- 
servers must have also remarked, that in all the 
modes of life and manners of the common 
jx^oplc, tljcy have generally their senses in per*- 
feet ion 5 of which the higher classes, from a vain, 
ridiculous afTectation of appearmg as a different 
and superior order of beings/ seem io have taken 
ifeive. la the article of marriage, for instance, , 
Ihe^ people think it necessiary to see each other, 
and the gentleman usually says to the ladyr 
Arrah! wilbjoumarryme^my dear Ally Croaker 7^: 
or some other words to that effect. They donot 
choose, to use Mr. Quirke's elegant language, to 
feu^.a pig in a poke, as with t}iem the bargainr 
tnu<^i fast, for better for worse, daring life. But; 
tUcgrcat folks, whci affect io be above the vulgar » 
pt^^ioHspf love and esteem, for which they have? 
' atutcd convenieHce, and who r^ard di-*^ 
N a vmcub mairimoniiy d mensd et ihoro^^ 
epiuations by mutual consent, as ^trifles 
ii-ht as air,' do not cam hl pin whether they say. 
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a single word to €ach other before they M^p into 
ihe same pair of sheets. As it is only a stepjoi^ 
it is only a step opt again* They see each 
other by vrwv : that is, throngh the interyen-* 
tion of painters, who too <^en flatter, particu* 
larly the great : they make love to each other 
1>y proxy, that is, by letters writt^i with their 
own hands, if they have not thought the art of 
writing too common to learn it ; if they hvf^t 
the valet or waiting-woraan, if they are not «? 
fashionably unlettered as their master or mistrcssj^ 
or some other person performs the task : they*^^ 
marry by proxy, and being thns accustomed to 
ihe game of -proxies before marriage, it is not to 
be wondered at if they continue to play it 
afterwards ; and ray lady produces an issue, 
whose florid complexion, and athletic liuibs^ 

^proclaim that they were descan ! d froiu some 
plebeian proxy, probably the coaclimaiibr^ijroona 
of the family. The people have a i^re-itiivert'ou 
to the doctrine of proxies, pro'^ibly \kc:v£%c it 
is an invention of the ecclesiastics, in \vUi<;li the 

" good of tliclaify is very seldom cousulu J. /^"le ^ 
Pope represeals himself as God's proxy oa;^ in li/ 
^^ vends his mercies as aimjuatebauk'j^^^ 
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his nostrums : the Protestant clergy, who have 
carefully exploded all the Roinish customs but 
those which make for thieir own benefit, serve 
their churches (when they are served at all) by 
'^^|)roxies5 although they receive their tithes in 
person ; and in imitation of this reverend ex- 
ample, many of our great men in oflSce (we 
cannot call them official men) generally slat- 
tern over what they are obliged to do, by proxy. 
Butler ridicules this custom, by making Hudibras 
nsk Ralph whether a man may not be whipt by 
proxy, and Ralph resolves, that he may not only 
be whipped, but hangedhy proxy; for which he 
brings a proof ecclesiastic :— 

*' Our brethren of New England use 

Choice malefactors to excuse, 

'And hang the guiltless, in their stead. 

Of whom the churclies have less need ; ^-^ 

jAs lately 't happcuM: In a town 

[There liv'd a coblcr, and but one, 

Thiit out of doctrine could cut use, 

And mend men's lives as well as shoes. 

^ precious brother having slain, 

me of pedce, an Indian, 

.1 out of nialtce, but mere zeal^ '.5. 

Ause he was an infidel,) 
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The mighty Tottipottymov 

Sent to ouF elders an envoy. 

Complaining sorely of the breach 

Of league held forth by brother Catch 

Against the articles in force 

Between both churches, his and ours ; 

For which he crav'd the saints to render 

Into his hands, or ffaog th' offender : 

But they maturely having weigh*d, 

JThey had no more but him o' th* trade, 

(A man that serv'd them in a double 

Capacity, to teach and cobble,) 

ResoWd to spare him ; yet to do 

The Indian Hoghan Moghan too * ' 

Impartial justice, in his stead did 

Hang an old weaver that was bed-rid.** ; ^.^ , , 

Now no vulgar person would, we believe/ 
have any objection to be banged bj pro3^ j^lif^t 
in marriage they choose to perform -pr^pfi^ 
persona. The example of the great is, litrnp^et; 
contagious to little, weak minds, and hence \y<$ 
have lately seen among the vulgar a practice jaf 
making love by proxy, that is, by tlj^iq;**^- 
vention of the editor of a newspip^r; .;I^i tii? 
Ibols genarally either y^animoney^^.j^mfv'io 
$aLre the expence of hiring a nurse. fiBiiaVcnl- 
eace is their excuse, as it was our ^(jj§ii^]h 
-'- • ' ' Ji3' * , '-V'^^' 
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must be allowed to be as reasonable an excuse as 
can be conreniently made for a marriage without 
inclination. Therefore, with all our deference 
for the Devil upon Two Sticks, or any other 
witty, facetious devil, we ihust differ from 
Asraodeus in one instance. He would have a 
place in the Casa de los Locos (a Spanish mad- 
house) assi^ed to a gentleman who married 
purely for convenience. " This man,** says 
Asmodeus, " no sooner gets a ducat than he 
spends it; and, as he cannot live without ex- 
pence, mates any shift to get money. About ai 
fortnight ago, his laundress, to whom he owed 
jio less than 30 pistoles, came and dunned him 
.1^ (he money, saying she had an absolute oc- 
easioh for it, as she was going 4o be married to 
a\«valet-de-chambre who courted her. Why 
iben, says he, you must have got money besides 
tliis, for who the devil would marry you for 30 
*|A|trfes ? I beg your pardon for that, said she, 
1 havo/SOO ducats more. Two hundred ducats ! 
plied he ; give them me, and I *11 marry you, 
.liid so we shall be quit. She took him at Iii^: 
^yqxd, and he is now married, to his washew 
vvonian.- '— But, in our humble opinion, the go^^ 
llcraaR could not have «ted more reasonoD^j^f . 
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He was troubled witb such an infipiaity, thki he 
could not retain his money ^ and could not make 
a more prudent choice of a wife than one who 
liad proved herself to be a kind of stroug cofTcn 
Besides he would have no more laundresses' bills 
to pay. Our Squire was troubled with a similar 
infirmity, and resolved to marry for a similar 
convenience ; but his bride was a more suitable 
one, as her/amily was as ancient as the Squire*s. 
We beg the reader's pardon for stooping Xo 
custom so far as to make use of the word ancient 
yi\i\i respect to &milies, for we all know that anjp 
such distinction must be ridiculous, wtfeii all 
men sprung from the same, Adam and Eve.^ 
• The Squire's intended bride had, indeed^ ^ 
fortune, and, therefore, whatever-else belonging 
to her might melt at the siijht of our Squire^is^ 
could not, as the widow tells Hudibras, '-^i^n 

*' Dissolve her graces int* his pocket." 
But the tenants were not quite so closely sh^rrt^ 
but that some clips might be taken off "^ifeeir 
backs and sides feere and there. The autfiors isf 
tbe marriage imagined themselves very injj>erii/i>tfs 
fti devising a plan by which the Sqtiirt's dtbts 
irtf^'be paid without the Sqttire's breaking liis 
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word of hoocur not to ^all upon them a^in. 
They- were not to ask the tenants to pay his debts^ 
but to settle such an establishment as would 
enable him to pay them,^nd to live suitably to 
his rank. The weakest of the tenants could see 
through this flimsy evipidon; and if their opi<» 
uion had been asked upon it, they would have 
replied that there was no difference between pay- 
ing a toyman a halfpenny for a toy whichr ^ 
child had bought of him^ or giving the child 
li halfpenny to pay for the toy ; they would, per-^ 
baps, have added, that though ^eat men might* 
tkink that little ones were fools^ yet the little^' 
me& were sure that the great ones were very^ 
ofien fools, and oftener somewhat worse. «> 

But to return from this zigzag excursion into^ 
. th& plaiq road of our history. As the Squire's 
inittmers were too dissolute to permit him to 
entertain the idea of wearing the conjugal yoke 
.^m he had trammelled himself again with debtv^ 
-i^adn^essity had pointed put to him^ 



\l ^* What graces must that lady have 
'that can from exeGutions save ! 
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What charms that can reverse extenty 

And Didl ilwrce and exigent! ^'^^^^^ 
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What magical attracts and graces 
, That can redeem from scire facias! 
From bonds and statutes can disc barge* 
And from contempt of court enlarge/* 

—His next brother, Frederick, had married a 
daughter of Eagle Frederic ; but Mrs. Frederick 
Gildrig haying afforded no signs of giving a heir 
jH-esumptive to the seignory, the Squire was 
applied to by his frugal parents, vfho hjitted 
that the tenantry would not only disincM-mber 
him, but would increase bis incoitie, if he 
l¥puld give them reason to expect a future lord 
fii a lineal descendant. The Squire, seeing no 
oth^ mode, of extricating himself from. h}m, 
difficulties, not even by selling the dupHcate;^ 
his honour, which he hadpaajwec/to its fall value, 
acquiesced in putting his head into the marriag^ 
noose with ,the best grace possible; but he Ij^- 
still a methodistical kind of mental reservaticNg^ .. 
and intended only, ^ v^^; 

*' To swear, and aftei||b recant ^ !><• 

The solemn league andjcovenant." 

The pkilmopfiy witb which he quilted irft 
<f|d cfirQrticle, Mrs. Fitzwaddle, was, hawcve^ 
littp^^il^fphave been occasioned by th^ Amf/^# 
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of the lady herself. It is no new thin^, reader^ 
for a woman to teach a man philosophy, for 
Socrates, the wisest man among the Greek 
heathens^ as we Christians charitably style them^ 
and as they th'emselves, with equal charity, styled 
all other nations barbarians, declared that he 
owed the principal part of his philosophy to 
his wife. The reader most probably knows that 
when she had driven him oiit of door by hersti- 
. perior force of oratory, and he had takeil his seat 
calmly on a bench before the door, she went up: 
stairs, and emptied the Jordan out of the windo#* 
on his bald pate ; upon which the philosopSilM^ 
toly observed, that so much thunder must hi^ 
t^rally be fdlowed by a shower. Christmigr^l 
queen of France, caused to be engraven on th«' 
Iweeeh ol her battering train, that is, herartil^^ 
l^y, these words: " Ilabet sua fulmhiajunoy^ 
. Jimo hasher thunder; andsince Juno, there haw 
pjefiB very few of her sex who have been without 
i^v:-?As liglitnmg precedes thunder, so flashes of 
indignation from female eyes announce the forth- 
coming thuadqr of their tongues, and probably 
Ibeu assault and, battery of their hands, wlii^ 
lim^t over the heads of their unfortunate Jujft 
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with all the uproar of Vulcan and 'his Cycloi^ 
forging thunderbolts in Mount ^Etna. These 
domestic storms, which are now denominated 
curiam lectures^ from their being practised by 
people who value their reputation, when they 
have retired from the eyes of all the rest of the 
world, teach a man philosophy, of which patience 
is a principal ingredient. -It likewise arousea 
him from that lethargy which, if his days and 
nights were to flow on in an uninterrupted series 
of tranquillity, would soon make him forget the 
d;uties which he has to perform ; and it makes- 
Ifim sensible of the sweets of repose, after a 
slorm. The Squire, too, became abit of a phi^ 
liisopher, and, by the same means as Socrates had ' 
mounted to that dignity. Whether the choler 
of his Xantippe, Mrs. Fitzwaddle, fed be^iV 
roused by the rumour of his intended marriage^ 
or by some other act of infidelity,* or source^ 
lovers' wranglings, she once so far forgot the 
decorum of her sex, and the dignitt/ o£ her lover,^ 
as to have the imprudence to throw the contents'; 
of a toffee cup, grounds and all, into his faee* 
"Kes, reader, the Rising Sun was eclipsed by a; ' 
c^ of coffee t His Jov« might have ovcjrlo(A<3d 
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the injury ; but his honour vfonl&toi permit him 
to forget it. He recollected that if, instead of 
the coflee cup, she had happened to havQ bad 
the same implement in her bands \yith ivbick 
Xantipi>e assailed Socrates, his honour would 
have sustained a mortal injury by being pelted, 
like Hudibras, ivith case shot of nauseous smell, 

as 

'T had been chew'd with teeth 
Of some that had a stinking breath. 

Like Hudibras, therefore, he resolved to r^t^*^^ 
from a contest whence no honour was to be 
gained, but his own was endangered. Mrs^^ 
Fitz waddle now carried hex grey Aair^,— ^-not into^ . 
obscurity, but to an elegant villa, which was,. 
sccured to her, witli a very large annual pension^ 
and the enjoyment of all the jewels which the 
Squire had presented to her. The Fredaiiders 
imagined that tjiey should bear no more of her, 
sipd that slie had retired to confess b^r sins, and 
repent them, as it was high time for her to do* 
They were more generous than Horace, who 
iiiliults Lydia, a similar character, for her former ^ 
haughtiness, and tells her that she is now growll 
j&ki and, in return for b^r former in 
ibrsaken by all the young mens (hey 1 
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willingly have -forgotten both her and her ifrait 
ties ; but besides the hdy and her amfesscnr, the 
devil made a trib behind the curtain, and they 
oomposed toge&Hatmme ndditkiBal scenes to the 
Farce of the I>eyil to Pay, for public repsesen* 
tatioB, sosoofli ag the stage couid bepiBprnred. 
forthe^ 
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CHAPTER II. 

THE^ftUlRE's WEDTDING AND NUPTIAL PROCESSION 
WHICH, THE AUTHOR FLATTERS HIMSELF, IS 
UNRIVALLED BY ANY ANCIENT Ol^ MODER 
WRITERS. — HINTS TO A POET LAUREAT ANI> 
M^^CAL COMPOSER FOR AN EPITHALAMIUM. 

Miss Carolme,tbedaugliterof oneFanner Broitai- 
wig; and first cousin of the Squire, ivas pitcAiibdi 
upon as his bride ; the Squire had nev^seenbiry 
but as it was wholly indifferent tu him to wl^t 
kind of person he was chained, if chained he mUst 
tbe; he made no obstacle en that account. Seve*^ 
ral ^x^rsons of distinction beloogiog to the house* 
fibld were sent to bring the bride, who lived in 
d^istant part, to Freeland mansion-house' in a 
'manner suitable to her statioiu She was most 
tbtftblly received by thegen^ons FreeUnders, . 
witdV seeing her both young and htmdsoii|e^ 

the Squire would be pleased wfc 
bargain^ for so it ceitninly w^ <m 1^^^ 
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They also imagined that, like the Spanish gcn- 
tleraaa who, after marrying his washerwoman, 
-would have no more laundresses' bills to pay, the 
Squire, after receiving the hand of a young and 
- beautiful woman, would call on them <o dis- 
charge no more mistresses* bills. The outset of 
this marriage treaty was, however, attend6d with 
some very inatispicious circumstances, which 
presaged its unhappy event. Whilst the bride 
ixrasonher journey to Freeland, the br ide^oom, 
liaving lost Mrs. Fitzwaddk, solaced himself in 
-stte arms of the reverend Mrs. Yillars, who wag 
Htfi the way upon aU occasions* Whai the news 
^.-^rrived that the bride bad crossed the moat 
-:-which surrounded the manor, this very B^ttirjH 
•^iVilIars was pitched upon to go to im wft^ 
-clothes more suitable to her first public j^ 
pearance than her tmvelling dress,- aijd^^i^ 
actoally arrayed with her own hands tliei^ip* 
cent unsuspecting victim, whom she int(»»l^t^- 
sacrificeat the shrine of her jealous/ aiid^.^(||j^t 
foition. If the Squire had meant feirty t<|W/]f ^$ 
his mtended bride, would he have p^i(t^|li& 
t Jad^ltress, reeking from bis bed, ip hiveJ^i^li^ 



7^ Z^a.*^^^^ 



O^^^^e^^ 



^ . ^■^' ^D gtzed by GoOgk . /' ' > 



;16 THB RISING StJN. 

most immediate attendant ? There can be but 
one opinion on that iubject. 

As the bride proceeded towards the mansion- 
house, the Freclanders greeted her with every 
mark of esteem and respect as their future fady. 
The Squire received her with that well-bred ease 
which suffers no discomposure ; and when they 
sat down to dinner, Mrs. YiUars was placed at 
the very same table I 

O9 the rooming appointed for leading the bride 
to the altar, — (it was literally an altar to her> as 
her person and reputation were to be sacrificed 
upon it,) the processions were marshalled w^ 
ail the splendour due te the solemnity of the 
oeeasion^ and the rank of the parties. Tbm^ 
jirniDgements wrere made as follow s 

The Procession tif the Bridf. ; , 

Drums and Trumpets. 
Officers of the Household. 
The Bride, 
jfe<I by one of the Bridegroom's Brothers^ and^ving her 
' i|;am borne b j four unmarried daaghters of the principal 
V • Tenants. 

— ' * W^iting-AfQmeni &;p. 

*IjW' Tk ProcessUm (f the Briiegrwm^ -.-, 

Ffciy:h-hQrn«^ :.(>. 
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Officers of the HouMbfild. 
A JPuTsebearer, 
bearing an enormously large empty pUrse, open at botb^ 
ends. 
The Bridegroom. 
Some of the Principal Tenants^ 
The Frocemon qf the Lord mi Lady. 
A Band of Wind instruments. 
Chief Officers of the Honsehoia. 
l>e rest of the Bridegroom's BcotheiB. 
The Sword of Justice^ 
.^bome by a blind woman, who represented Astre^ 9fiA 
. was led by ^o Lawyers, who guided all hersteps. 
''. Other Officen, 

^liearkig the Archives -^f the Manor, in which tbe rats, 
^ «r some other vermin, bad made so many hoks tlctt 
^ what remained wasscarcely iitfdligible. 

Principal Toiants. 
. The I^RiL 
ilis chief Attendants. ' /; 

The Lady. / 

The Bridegroom's Sisters^ ;• . ; 

supported by theSonsof the prindpallWmt^^^^ 
/'SixMaidensMlf M -^ rfi^: 

or calling themselves so. 1!;/ 

The principal Female Attend^pls. .I 

' fWbeatliepiocessicmhadeiitQ^ 

Imd the ceraomiy waB ^pnkm^ i}E^.^i^^ 
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choir struck up an Miifaem or epithalanduniy 
iirhich.ivas attended urith th€ following most 
ladieroui^ circum^ance* The bard, and musical 
composer of the household had been enjoined 
io prepare the epitb^amium ; but haying met<| 
on the isLj previous ta the wedding-day, to.club 
tlieir joint strength, wd compare syllables with 
Wfif^i incadeitodii^lfty thiehr beat abilities; they 
had unfortunately drunk m> de^y^ not of the 
Pierian Spring, but of the cask of wine which 
trds attached to the bard*s yearly salfvy, aa jft 
aiimulus to his wit, ^t Pegasus flung the bard^ 
and Apello was cpmpletely put to the rou]t Jt>3r 
jBacchus. Finding themsdvea thus detetied by 
their tAtebr deity, <h«y nesolinedto have recottrse 
to Mercury, (which is no uncommon thing ia 
both professions,) and to filch what they could 
iiot manufacture. The bard betook himsdif to 
his books, and the composer to his old scores. 
Tj^«fbrmer, on turning over the Index of Butler's 
Hudibras, discovered tiie article of marriage^ 
which Vf9$'d^op0s to hfa oec^asion; and the 
Ifitter haying very fortunat^y ibund a pieqe ^(6ld 
\mHSc which wouhl suit the measure ^^$^^^ 
' pi^ftjr they n^utn^lly oongmtobtod ^McfirX^^ 
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on tlutii stiocMi^ tad tkeir taik was soon com- 
pleted. Hie <Ad MS. m^liidi is our authority^ 
leavesottt the music; ii4kie1l omission the amateurs 
of the picBeut day hate tittle reason to regret) 
but it preserves the poetical shaft, which was as 
follows:-^ .^ 

£fitbalamium fejlformed ok thk joyful occa« 
St OK or THB Nuptials of Squirb GEoa'cs 
GiLDaiG AKD Miss Ca&olikb B&ownwio* 

There are no Smithfield bargains driv'a^ 
■^ Nor marriages clapp'd up in Heav'n, 
'^ '- ♦ And thaf s (he reason, as some guess, 
y/i ' There a no Heav'n in marriages; ' 

1(^6. ^Fwotiiiiigiikatiialunillyptess 

•^jV^rt ^oj^nawofdy Wbcatcasc: 

^.;. TbeMrbuskieii there is only love 

*^ Which raaxriagc is not like fiippiove. 

CHoavs. ^ 

No matter, so each tenant gives a loose -.( 
To joy, and kills, for golden eggs, his gooMk.; 

* ^ 'i 

. Marriage is but a beaol, some aary, <^^ 

^at carrier double in foul wajr; ^ u^ 

ibid flierefote 'tis not to b* admif iV ^^ 

It should so suddenly be tir*d ; ^ j c-r^ ^ 
A bargain at a vent^re made 

Betweeatwi) parties in a trade» '^^ 
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For what^s inferr'd by t' have and t' hold. 
But somethmg pass'd away aad sold ? 

CHORUS. 

Yes^ tenants, something pa^'d aseay and sold. 
The show is past, and now put down your gold. 

As the same fashion reigned in that as in- the 
present ^ay, both with the performer and 
audience, of wholly disregarding the words, and 
attending only to the music, it will not Beeasn 
incredible to modem amt^teurs, who declare 
themselves ravished at an Italian opera, althon^ 
they do not understand a syllable of any |^|^er 
language but their native one, and that i^y 
imperfectly, that this burlesque composition wta 
pronounced to be a chefd'csufore of pbetry iittd 
music by all who read it. The authors, howenvl^ 
liad too much modesty to saSkr it to be paUisliif 
cd ; and the MS. mentions that the poetry was ac« 
cidentally discovered among the baid's papem 
after his decease. 

The day concluded with fireworks, bonfiies, 
and other demonstrations of joy oa the part of 
the tenants. .'„ 
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CHAPTER m. 

Wow TO NICK THB PVBLIC.-^THE SQUIR&'s LMTT 

P&ESENTS KIM WITH A DAUGHTER. — ^THB WHIM* 

SICAL WAT WHICH HE TAKES TO SHEW HIS 

JOT ON THE OCCASION, AND HIS GRATITUDE TO 

■ THB TENANTS WHO CONGRATULATE HIM ON IT. 

' >--A SEPARATION BETWEEN MARRIED FpLKS IN 

^^'BJCH LIFE CONTRASTED WITH THAT OF THOSE IN 

"C^Ebw*— ON [the DIFFBREN9 TASTE dF MEN F^ 

SSirjBMALE BJIA9TT. 

bur ^ ^ 

^a^ tide of popular joy was Hot «i^red 4o ^ 
IwfoFethefeckoniBf wadcaUedfor* Within «ii»e 
few cbtjs after tbe marriage, Yoftex brought i^ 
message from the Jiord to the Oommoa-ha^ 
imp<»rUiig that he relied ()ii their generosity 1^ 
settle an estabUshm^t on the bridl^opm aivi 
bride, but that no settlement could be ^fectualfj^^ 
scoured to the former unlese he was previou»|^ 
cleared from his incumbrances; that he did i^ 
propose to lh(« any athgr txmoB of |?iqftT3g ; 
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those debts than the application of part of the 

. money ivhich should be settled on the Squire 
to that purpose; and that he would readily 
concur in any plan for regular arrangement of 
the Squire's expenditure, and for guarding 
against the possibility of his being again in- 
yiolved. Vortex wound up the message by 

-declaring that it was certainly necessary to re- 
move all clogs and embarrassments from the 
Squire's affairs, in order to enable him to sup- 
port his digmtj/ and splendour. He propqs^ 
two head$ for consideration : the punctual |4^<-^ 
inentof the debts already contracted, dndt^^fiA 
na further debts should be incurred* But t(^I& 
security could they have for the lattfer? Who 
^ breaks one promise, will break a thousand, ertm 
even his oath. ^One of the delegates (a 5^. 
Orfeygoose) declared he was as great a friend to 

JWie real dignity and splendour of the LorB's 
'tfamily as Vortex, or any other ^^ sGppery 
psffcaphant /"^ but that dignity and honour w^ld 
:-^ best ^supported by the Squire^s shewing a 
-tjfeeling heart for the distresses of the pctot: ^*Ijct 
iMin,'' said he, " retire to a situation wli€wM»e 

: ^^ by reflection, cjpialify himsdf for tlii|ie^ 
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of bis future station, and eodeayour to come 
to a composition with his creditors, who, in such, 
a case, would be satisfied with easy terms." 

Another delegate remarked, that the way^ 
which appeared best calculated for the preserva- 
^ tion of the Lord*s inheritance, was to prevent it 
from being oppressive to the tenants. 

Brush expressed himself surprised when he 
heard of the Squire^s promise; but he thought 
him in honour bound to keep it. He observed 
tM something might be spared from the Lord's 
revenue, as former lords, in tunes of war, had 
subscribed from much less revenues^ towsurds the 
p)it)!lic exigencies. , , 

. ^ferryman observed, that notwithstanding the. 
hax^'s promise^ that the ai&irs of his own house-' 
Wd should not run into arrears, yet debts had 
been paid, which at compound interest would 
exceed sevm millians! It was no wonder tii^ 
Squire was in debt, ai$ his income was not suffi?^ 
^icnt; and he had advised him not tomakethc^, 
promiMf which he had done. He propos^ ti^^t 
the Loid and Lady should subscribe cei^tajl^ 
aims atmuaUy out of their iwiyate purses,^ i^ 
A9<tte:f emaindor they should look^ p.^£j^^fiiA; 
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sinecures^ as tlwy Ml. (NeitiMr MenymaA nor 
any of hk fimfUjr, at that time, b^d any pbuse 
where there was any diing or BotiiBg' to do; we 
shall see hereafter how honored nMabani moresy 
not only with hiiB) hut with many oHier of these 
peirwis !J 

We caiinot close this sobjed wilboiil miofficimg 

f (he mdecent interftienoe of one of the pone's 

t%^i/rf^^ brothers in the debates dm the present 

subject, as well as on that leapeetfag hk fltthbrV 

** fflness; ui both of which discussioBB^ de^caey^ 

if he had had any, woatd havi restraloed \^ 

from taking a part. His observMioQft, if d||)r 

were worthy of that term, w^e an iiliidt t^^ 

tenantry, their repiesentatives, andt^ oomla^ 

aesise. He censured the p^phiets which hi|d 

^Been written, and the expressions maxjfe-Haft ol 

. Jn the Common Hall to his brother's prej^dioe. 

^ He said^ that though some of the delegates had 

Jpcerted themsdres in obtaining^ subsidy of 

j^jOOO IkcTtrdL year for one allyrl>200,0e& jfor , 

^l^fiien his brother^ iiudbiess wasbnmghtfetwaid, \ 
)iK^ teJmwd « aft unpleaaant task,*'--** «»^« 
,^^^ und€rtaking^*-^^ tfn^ W«itst #f^|«il« 
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additional burfhens on the tenants.** If his 
brother's business i?as bad, surely it could not 
be mended by the opening of such a flippant 
ibors mouth. If, to the excessive burthens 
Ti^hich the tenants itere obliged to bear for their 
own protection, the expences of a profligate 
kept mistress, panders, blacklegs, and Jew 
usurers be added, had not the people a ri^t to 
signify their disapprobation of having the sweat 
of their l)rows wrung from them for such pur- 
poses ? Had not the delegates, on. whoso ge- 
nerosity his brother, nay his whole femily^ kad 
Mieveral times, thrown themselves, a right to 
•enquire into the expenditure of the money witk' 
' -which they were entrusted, and to vote against 
it if it were to be squandered in debauchery? 
liastly, was there any parallel between the eX"* 
travaganoe of his brother and the necessaiy bSH. 
^ranted to the allies of the tenantry, and for thetx 
own preservation from an insolent, ittpaci0as,Bt4 
vetemte, and successful foe, as the GoUs ^a 
urere? No, neither was the Common HaU like flfef 
quarter-deck of a man of war, where tbe>^lF|9$^ 
«itair^a petty tyrant is law.-^Ta m^j^^, 
^istK^icm of the tenants, thi» 
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in imitatton of Don Quixote' ^hen he put on 
i|i^ bfurber's bason, for Mambdno's helmet, thrust 
,. hi^ bmuless head • in£o a cracked Jordany and 
wa^ so well, pleased mth the achieyemenjt, that 
hie yerj,- ^Icbxn postered the Common Hall 
afterwai;d3. 

To vind up the Squir^e's business^/br this hout^* 

tbe^elegates concluded to settle on him 125,000 

Uyxres a year (exclusive of his own estate of 

ISfiOO linr^ a year), out of which 78,000 litres 

^n^^JIy were to be deduct^fl and applied^ in 

payment of his. incumbrances. A handsome 

join^ie was setded on the bride, and, to smooj^ 

doM^. the people, a law vis& made to prevent at^, 

fo^a Bising Suns from falling into such s^| 

f jftji?yss: of debts. The tenants, however, knew 

tM much of the past to imagine that it wottI4 

bfi .an imprcignable shield io them in future. 

^93uey ivieie aware of the truth of the old sayings 

HFjEe^muen, fr«sh mea^suises," and that laws, in 

tii^ handle of the framers, are only like Penelope's 

V^M>f wpveand.unravdiedat pkasuie. One of 

.lAi^ri^sei'jii^, that if, after so necessary jinji, 

-V^luSS^ ^ I4v^ na^Q ^Ub all possiUe dfHi|jj|||» 
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money of his constituents for similar acts of pro« 
fligacy, he would deserve the gallows as much 
as a servant, who being entrusted wifc the care 
of his master's house, should play booty witfi^ 
thief and let ffim in at midnight to plunder it. 

We are of the same opinion, and would re* 
commend that every candidate at an election 
should subscribe a similar declaration. If he 
should afterwards act contrary to it, although no 
other punishment could be inflicted on him, yet 
it would be some consolation to have made him 

^subscribe to his own deserts. 

The Squire's vices appeared to be now only 
just beginning, and even his most slippery 
sycophants could not plead in hisexcusfe, as for- 
merly, that they were youthful follies; ihd 
common consent of all nations was against sueh 
a plea. The Romans fixed the period of^- 
turity, or full age, in males and females, af^ 
years ; the "Britons, copying from the Sa^itiiis^ 
have reduced it to 21 ; in Naples theyaiteof 
fyfl age at 18 ; but in France not till SO, jfi#jii 
Holland at 25. Now, reader, the S(|tf&«.%ai 

J?3y and if hisjsenses had not arrived at P«i^B^^„ 
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then, it was not llkelj they ever would b^ 
matured* 

At the ^nd of nine calendar months, wsmting 
one day, from the wedding-day, Mrs, Geoi^ge 
Gildrig gave birth to a daughter ; but this, so 
joyful an event to most parents, seemed ta have 
taken a quite different effect on the Squire. His 
gloomy and sullen conduct betokened the dark 
scene which afterwards was displayed in all its 
effects, but not in its causes ; the latter were 
veiled in all possible obscurity, as are all deeds 
which the authors are ashamed of having brought 
to lights— 

** Actions rare and sudden do commonly 
!Proce6id from fierce necessity ; or else 
V t>om some oblique design which isasham'd 
To shew itself in the public road." 

'^his joyful occasion, as the tenants vainljr 
i^afgined it would have been, drew from them 
^*AMigratulatory address to the Squire, couched 
•in^lhe most affectionate and respectful terms. 
^'Ilfitti it was pr^ented to the Squire, he dc- 
fifiiiSjjd' receiving it in the usual form on suc%v, 
^M^ t>ccasions« The tenants, as may be weS- 
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supposed, were rather surprised, and not a little 
displeased, at this unaccountable and haughty- 
rejection of the tender of their good wishes for 
the Squire's welfore. After a lapse of son>e 
days, the Squire^ by way of explanation, caused . 
them to be informed, that as his income had been 
reduced for certain reasons (the payment of hig 
debts!) and the necessary appendages attached 
to his rank did not in consequence exist, he 
could not receive their address in a manner 
suited to his situation. The honest ten^ry, 
with a becoming spirit, and sense of propriety, 
came to a resolution, that, if such was the case, 
tbey could not, consistently zdth their own dignify ^ 
suffer the address to be presented without the 
customary form ^ ^ 1 

What was the meaning of this sullen hau^h* 
finess, which the Squire himself, or some ot^^i 
parasites, might misconstrue into the eflfect^^jf ; 
wounded dignity? Did he ii^agine that,f^is, 
sacrifice of marriage had not been sufiicie^gyj; 
compensated/? If it was a sacrifice, he hims^j^j^ 
tigidrendered it necessary by his own debauch^^sjr: . 
aJard e^LtraVagance. The tenants had also ^lade '^'^\ 
« terge' sacrifice of money in addition to the 
, . 7^3 ' ^ 
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immense sums before furnished for the main- 
tenance and protection of his family. If the 
reduction of his income had not taken place, 
would he have enjoyed moredomestLcTiappiness ? 
No ; he still preferred the embraces of an old wan- 
ton to those of ayoungnvife^and all the sacrifices 
which the tenants could have made> would not 
have been sufficient to have reclaimed him from his 
vicious courses. He was cloyed with conjugal de- 
lights, which had been administered tahim against 
his i];iclinatron,. and his appetite for antiquated 
beauty had returned with redoubled violence* 
No respect was paid to decency; the Squire was 
not contented with slighting his wife in^ secret; 
«he must be banished to a separate and. distant 
tibodD ^ Black CdmA. The Stack Hole at 
^Icutta was too good for those who instigated 
Aim to such cruelty : Old Nick's black hole will 
ixring'them up at last. 

'i The separation between great folks is the more 
iOi^be lamented because the breach is seldom 
^M^^- In their first phrenzy of passim they 
Mf^only part beds^ but even houses. There am 
iliittiaiiy instunces of wrangling spouses, pa:hi||^ 
9m<mg the people ; but as it is hot always oonw^ 
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. nient for them to Lave sei)arate beds, much less 
separate houses,, their anger has time to expire^ 
and desire renews the treaty of amity and love 
ioties quoiies.—A fidler and his dear rib having 
had some few conjugal rubs, as the story goes, 
at length behaved with so much spirit as to swear 
never to sleep together again. This was the 
most impmcticable vow they could have possibly 
made, unless one of them would put up with 
lying on the floor, which neither would eon* 
sent to do, as they had only one bed in the 
world. When they got into it, the fiddle-case 
was placed between them, and weak as was 
the barrier, it was respected by both parties fof 
several nights.. Their resentment had by that 
time cooled, and love began to return; both 
wished the fiddle-case to the dey 11, but:neith<!llr 
would remove it. One night, howeyerj wiean 
they were as hardly put to it to contrive the wii|tB 
and means as any prime minister, the fidki? 
happened to sneeze, and the wife,, as is usmil 
with such people in those cases, cried, ''.{SsA 
Wess you !" The huisband asked if that pK^jner 
mfa from her heart? ^^ Aye," lejii^r^ 
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*^ from the very bottom of ray heart I" " Why 
then," cried the husband, " you may as well 
lend me a hand to remove the fiddle-case." — 
Now if the Squire'is lady had been within hear- 
ing, and had made the same prayer as the fidlcr's 
wife, perhaps the Squire's love would have re- 
turned, as he must have felt some little shame and 
remorse at^ his conduct; but that would not 
suit the. "vifews of those airtful incendiaries whcr 
had been the means of the rupture. Besides the 
intervening distance of miles, the fiddle-case was 
a mole-hill to the mountain which formed the 
barrier between the Squire and his lady; it was 
no less than the bulky Mrs. Maria Fitzwaddle^ 
whom the , Squire drew from her retirement ; 
formed a more expensive establishment for her 
ifan ever, and cohabited with her with unblush-- 
betg front. This living tomb of love was again in 
aH her borrowed glory. The Squire's love for hgr 
wa&ythe more. inexcusable as it must have be<jp, 
her part af least, without the lea^t provocati 
^i^ftature. Love between 36 and twice 36! 
dt^?5?tdck and tallow consume in one greasy flanfjg^. 
Waftit^hey C3?|iii« in smoke and stench I 
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old beldam had no remorse, as she professed 
lelif^ion which sells salves for alt sores— 
those of wounded. conscience. 
' There is no accounting for the taste of 
with respect to that assemblage of female chi 
denominated beauit/* It differs in every na 
and, though erery individual of that natioi 
have a tuige of the national taste, yet sea 
any two of them will agree in fixing upoj 
same female as superior, in their ideas, to a 
rest. If the preference which a Dutchman 
to a plump woman be attempted to he acco^ 
for by saying that a warm bed-fellaw is 
agreeable in so cold a country ! yet how ct 
upon the same principle, account for the 
taste among the Turks, and, still more exi 
dinary ! among some of the nations of bu 
Africa? Mungo Parke, in his travels throng 
interior of that quarter of the globe, met 
aixiatton where the women were reckoned 
tifiiLonly in proportion to their bulk, and a 
rate beauty could ^ot walk without having 
fettnle slave* to support her by placing 
shoulders undei;^er arms. To cause this < 
tialboiuty, the mothers made their dau^ 
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devour kvuskouSj a fattening diet, as our modem 
agriculturists blow out the tildes of pize cattle 
with oil-cakes. 

On the contrary, in England, France, and 
many other countries, the men admire what is 
tenned an elegant Jigure, and is the rery reverse 
of the en ben point. A lusty lady is set down 
(right or wrong) for a fandlorrd^s, a butcher's, or 
a tallow-chandler's wife. But exceptioi* are to 
'be fouod even in them, of which our Squire is a 
proof. No man envied him his lump ing pennf/ ^ 
JMtttojJh; but all men, condemning the insult 
ofiered to his less bulky but more beautiful wife^ 
^claimed: 

' *' IsVhitiethen 
r Given to make us wretched? Ah>. sad porfien! 
'^ Fatal to all that have thee ! Shunn'd on eartiiU^ 

V Depress' d, and she vn but in serwst trials, 
^ -. Condemned to solitude, then shining most 
^,. When black obscurity surrounds : poor, poor,. 
But ever beautiful !'* 
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CHAPTER ly. 

YOUTHFUL FOLLY NEVER ARRIVES AT MANHOOD, BUT 
SINKS INTO SECOND DOTAGE: THIS WAS THE 
squire's CASE. — THE MALIGNITY AND DARK IN- 
TRIGUES OF GREAT FOLKS, ANi> THE ONLY MEANS 

OF COUNTERACTING THEM. 

« 

The glow of warm blood, the vigour of youth,. 
and the strong powets of imagination represent 
tiie morning of life, like the morning of day^ 
wben every thing is fresh and chearful, and 
invites, to enjoyment and pleasure. Love,, 
pastime, and even business, are pursued with, 
delight. Every thing appears charming, as in 
the season of spring, inspires us with raptur^^? 
and beckons us to bliss. But assail sublunar^ 

' tmnsporta ha^ but a transitory eiiiiteuce, a fiflk 
zjie^l is sure to blunt the edjgc which,, a sligii; 
ta^te gives to our appetites* Th^reFot^* those' 
^|^/sei3c. no higher eiijoynient tl^ fioiQ tbev 

/{A^^ms^ :^iU be sure to «l^i^P^;i^^ 
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tlitir indulgence, as nature has doomed us to 
weariness in all the unrestrained gratifications of 
our senses. Wiiilst the passicmsare in full fprce^ 
y^ can no tnore expect perfect command of 
, ^ them, than of a young colt never before backed* 
If^. mth time, the colt becomes a serviceable 
steady horse, he is the more valuable foir Uiat 
iire which it still retains; but if it continues 
restive beyond the middle age, it may^ be given 
. over as vicious. Those only continue hanpy, 
/ who take the precaution of laying in an early 
sfock of those things which contribute to perma- 
nent satbfaction; these are pleasures of a less 
violet nature, but of a much lounger duration. 

I This store must consist ef virtue^ knowledge^ 
and temperance, the neeq^l components of- 
felicity. 

. Y^futh, theiefore, to be hap^y^miist acqjuiie 
iBome of thd attunments of age, which can be 
only* drawn by reason from the experience rf 
^pey heirs. It is in the dispensing of itj^know-^f 
l^gctl[at age appears vwerable, itnd, indeed^ H 
bus very little other business in the wofld ; if it ' 
hni. not qualified itself for the task, itiosea^^ 
il»^#|^ty iJoft afcadgrvm henry in ^Nf^lt' 
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u woeful object of pity^ and almost of deri^ 
sion. 

Oitr passions in youfti- are rery powerful 
seducers : they hunry us into hasty enjoyments 
."which often terminate in long ani fruitless re^ 
pentance. Against these threatening eyib, 
-which have their foundations in early life, there 
is no other kind of defence, than in the expe^ 
rience of older heads, which those are the 
mos|phappy who soonest acquire and pay at-^ 
tention to. 

The long practised in life hare found the 
futility of all raptures, and know that there are 
none worth purchasing at the price of great 
bazards. ^ The lover's dreams of ecstacies, andf 
the prodigals of high delights, are alike ddit^ 
sions practised By passion on reason; for ini 
irational enjoyments^, only, duration is to be^ 
.found. We grow speedily sick of what we 
oOly admire ; but are oft«i lastingly gratifie^f^^ 
-with what we reasonably approve. » j- 

Youth, therefore, to hi happy, must icqui«^l 
^Hie of the qualities of age; and age, io bitt 
iijil^&rtable, must re^in some of those of youthf^i 
^^^jiilifoiig passions and affections^ of batb^ii^^ 
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dpccit^at; j%.itt,^0f|^ st^gftv^e hjiWvj^ot 
ned to Ihe vigour of sound judgmeiii ; 
in ^tb^ oUier^ w^' ba,!^ |»^ i^'?«!4 got 
il^, >tate of , s^amd .dotage . 'Y^ithouti . jl^p 
fit.?£,^h9se i^r^iRts.tJ^*VwjBWi9W$^ 
^fiil^tfCkildbood^, .( > , / ' r ; i.^, 

apiii^red as, if .pur l^irew^s gQ^fl?to tfti^ 
,o£ s^pr^4 M^gif bf: l^k present cqn^uc^- 
a J^a4^i:^lljb|e^ dr^wni^ in ,tp,.ini^riy Mi>, 
^«ftft^i I^ badbeen guUtyipf ^ ufosy^rfs? 
IS piece either of duplicity or foUj, ,as h^ 
t^j^yp b^m veiy{^eH,%w#if^tbat.t^^^ 
3 ipp iCflBtwry.; to 4bc. .^t^Wi^^d j^^, aiid 
t H^veJbMi,^ery, silly to imi^iiie^t^tjth? 
Qt|^/w,oi^l4 )ffi,yf!i,9^^^e9cc^\^ it Altjbqugli 
I DS^jrbei as.gooqlcvs w^ My, in. tUe da;?^)^^ 
^wry jtjp^was i[lpt,A^4a4y fpf.t^i,^ in U?^ 
i^^r ffeyt . ^fK . afl^r .fewf)g. m^rjri^ 
♦ Fi^ztj^^l^^ ^fiigftyp kk .haiid ,^0 aiiq^pr 
, |i^ ;«Wifi#typf a^i^pryfffrcat:Pi:fflie,j;7T 
ch he lia(^3^v>,^fiU|BR,,^,aJl^g9,|)ia.:^^^^^ 

ijts.^fte^j^ey .jwi^. of .liWjformerJufgfl^^ 
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subsequent events, the sefiartttiDii Bfstween him- 
self and Mrs; Pitzwaddle wai pifec(mcerted With 
a view only to reteasb iiim from his dlfl5<!;ulties, 
and then to renew their intimacy, it was a most 
ifefliel ^eptkm^ oh^ Iftfafe ENwti^i^; aii*ar^ni6st 
Aidtecettt' one bn tfie whdte^of: (he tenantry. ^ 
Zfigtthe feader tuhiT higfieyes^- which »way ha 
"Will , '- he in list* see folly and- 'dishonouir,. if not 
dte^ption and eruelty; " s; » ' is .; ^ » 

.'Ifi^iflighf hav^ b^n'«^pect«d,/ tliat the nn^ 
t&rtAimifi^ Mrs/ George Gildrig had-. ^nfierVd" 
enough by. having been ihiw-pnblicl^^, cast- off. 
tff" her I Inisiband ;♦ .hut dcy H(fx leueroics appea'ted 
]je8riv«d''^ ci;ash| rhdr, /dr drivi* bee -away. :A; 
new rcon^iracy^ from another rqaa»lery or a cbiiw 
tiauation ;6f that- which feud'separafcd^het f ra^n, . 
Cjonjagal ebdednai^nty. was^fitiU tb be plny^ ot^: 
a^inst faery by those Sy ho were consitaut^y abdirt, 
her person j' and whoseikces wfere CQVered ^Hh.. 
smilcsaml afiabilities: ' ' i. ' ^ .^ - ,.,,.. 7 

' iSiham- st thoo'to shew thy ^ang'TOgis-bpow byFnight, -, n i 

Wb^n^vjls^atre i»io|t free ? • vOfhe^n, by dfiy , ':. ^ #.; j 

„ ]^'lie|-e wilt tl^ov fiad a cj^vQrn dark ?n^U^H. . /- v ; , 

. ^flponiask thy monstrous visage ? Seek iippe^ conspiracy ^. 
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' Hide k'msmle$3nd affabilities: 
' For if thou put thy native semblance on. 
Not £f ebus itself w€re dim enough 
To hidc'thee from detection.'* Shakespeare. 

She was to be dejwived af every friend, of 
ail esteem and respect in a distant conntry, and 
subject to derision and ridicule. The most 
scandalous reports were spread abroad to 
the prejudice of her persov and manners, which 
eould only have originated with female tongues, 
Who these were we know not ; but people will 
surmise, and the galled ox will wince. 

The persecuted Mrs. George Gildrig finding 
herself thus deserted by her proper protector^ 
without guy reason ; surrounded by supplanting 
Jtud slandering enemies, almost wholly untie* 
^uainted with the sympathetic and fcdin^/hearts 
<tf the public, and afraid to trust any one, 
'Isoughtto confide her sorrows to the bosom ofher 
parents, or some other relatives or friends whom 
she had left in those distant parts whence she 
came. This was natural, extremely natural, sdid 
ihore delicate than if she had made b^ com* 
pMints nearer home. A packet of letters to h^t 
&Mds'was confided to the himds of a person wfiq^ 
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tamed, arid/ in aH plrobabSity^ llad M> reason tb 

entertain any snsptcion of dishonourable ocmduct.' 

ThepaeLet, however, by a train of artifices^ wbich 

-Aust'Jiavevbeen the rcwit of lomg nperience in 

the vvinding passagei of ii^%ge^ and oCpremedir 

tafeddesijg^ was get ovMt of Jhi9 bands of Ih^ 

person with vrhom^ it was enlr usted^ suul in Aionr 

tcnipt of ,eimy/ thing: like liotfa^rvhonesfy^cir 

good^ikith^ rwa^ TioMed^ . It was d^covered^ 

that the iitfended victim q»fth^ confederacy^, in 

that bitterness , of anguish «nd agony of min^ 

'whieh.she mii9t hate expeneacqd^ , (ind ^vitich^ 

ia -ike stiongest Qiind^^ will often cr^e £i|sp^* 

eiAn wfaipfe there is n^t thip.least ocpasion for it^ . 

Jmd written^^me things wliich' mpst b^ di»- 

pleasiflg tOr the Lord and Lady» ■_ As^jthe ,<sqi;« 

x^ponflenoe cbuld only have been intercept 

by an enemy, ^uad for the most inimical parpos^s^ 

' the malignant £end contrived, with tlie soipe 

subtlety thrpiigh which the packet had j^n 

fpoltenpos^ession of^ ta.lay ^ecoi^nts be%f jy[)e 

Iji<wd a^d JUdyj without appearing befoj^ J(»e 

* enrtain. The(XHrieBppndencew9s i^terc^jg^l^^ 

..iffftf violated^-was made p^bUor'b«^t.^j|ej3^^ 
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^id it As was aicpeded^ a breach iiras made 

bel^^ Mrs. George Gildfig, and her father 

and m6jh2f-in-4aw, who expected more honour* 

abkpienUm than what fiiome of the passages of 

the correspondence contained. As *^Z^'^^^ 

Tespondenee was intended solely for the private 

eye 0( relationship, or friendships and was dts- 

tjlosed by such unlair meaiis, instead of the 

resentment which fell upon the writer, it might 

vbave been more proper if the malignant discloser 

had been ferretted out, and overwhdmed with 

H50nterapt arid indignation . 

Asthe Lord and Lady had too just a sense 
,of decorum and propriety to shew a coolness to 
<iheir daughter-in-law, without assigiiing a reason 
'f^ if, tlie treachery, which had occasioned it> 
^fe^me to Kght* It was, indeed, suspected that 
*ti^ perpetrators had not been able to veil them- 
'Selves so securely but that they were-discoveied, 
and despised by those whom they had irritated 
ag'ainst the object of their malice ; but there k 
'^tdelicact/ in high life, which makes them 
t^dfr of exposing each other to the grin asotd 
c^j^tfippt of the swinish multitude* * • *. 

Hd^f^er, tlie unsuspecting person to whdfft.- 
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the packet had been entrusted, could not rest 
under the obloquy of baring acted lareacherously^ 
and, by ju^ifying himself, "Mrs. Villars was 
found to have been cimcarned in some stage of 
the proceedings:; whether innocently or not, 
could only fee stmnised from what was suffered 
io transpire of this chrk affair. Some correspon- 
dence took place, in which Mr, Villars attempted 
the justification of his wife; we $Siy attempted i 
for although the correspondence was published^ 
a threw not the least light upcm the aflair. Tha 
tenants thought that it would hare been better 
tn have made no defence^ than so lame adne^ 
comcious innocence is often contented with a 
knowledge that it is innocent, and with a hope 
that it will, at a future day, he proved so ; Mi 
conscious guilt is ever anxious to assume the 
appearance of innocence, . and often betraj^ 
itself by that very anxiety. It cannot endnref 

" the thought of what ^ 
Men's topgues will §^y of what itheir hearts must thinkx* / 

By this shocking conspiracy, for so it J^^i 
have been, whoever were the persons ccmc^i^ 
in it, an unhappy misunderstanding tpok'^fejSde 
between the persecuted object of it and be^ liti^^ 
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band's £inuiy^M^hick lasted during seveii^I years; 
Her only coosolatton Tras the bein^ left in posses^ 
sioa of her child, and therespect and esteem which 
the tenants jevmced for her in. proportion as she 
seemed to be deserted by her nearest coaneotions; 
She upbraided not, she complained not,., but 
s]}p|)orted her misfortunes with that dignity and 
fortitiide which is in^pited by a men/scoitsdarecti^ 
and never su&red the afl&bilityaf her temper 
to be sonred^by them. There could haTe been 
vety little doubt, that the tenants, bufftheaed* as 
they i¥erey woilld have latlier paid the Sqiotre-s 
d«bts> a second time, than jfaa've beheld the sa^ 
eiifice. of so lovely a vietim; but ivbat westid 
Umi have become of the Squire's honour ? Wby^ 
It^would have;been just where it was then, or^ 
perhaps, not so low. 
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CHAPTER V. 

THE CURTAIN IS DRAWN ASIDE/aND DISCOVERS STOW 
THE POLITICAL PUPPET-SHOW-MEN MANAGE "VHEim 
PUPPETS. 

During these internal transactions, the events 
of the war abroad were not very favourable to 
the Freelanders. Most of their allies had fallen 
away from them, and they were obliged to find 
laoney for the rest. The%ighose, the Eagles, ;' 
the Graveairs, and many others, had made af' 
peace with thefGulls; among whom now first 
started up an obscure, unprincipled, ambitioas^*" 
desperate, and designing adventurer, named the 
Bantam, who led them on to almost unbounded 
conquest- ThejGormands were hardly pressed,^ 
and even the Freelanders had made overtures of : 
peace, which had not been crowned with succes?^; 
The Gulls even threatened to cross the moat aad . 
invade the Freelanders oa tteir own Uttitem&L 
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buitfie latter made every preparation to repel 
them with disgrace, and in derision of their 
greats, they erected on the edge of the moat 
a flagj bearing the following inscription : 

Every Cock crows upon his own dunghill. 

— -Bif a ^ still ^ff oiiger :ctm8e^^ alapmvbmke -xmti 
ifi amostdangei^ot^ rhti^rnytnf b^ 
which, however, by the united efforti'o^ cbi- 
ciliation ari<l firmness, forbearance and foro^, wasL 
at length happiij^quelletl. 
^ ' ■> y^fier several most desperate ericbutiters, fte** 
^i^^I^antiim brought' Ihk (5formnnf1s''i(i stie^fiyr^^ 
^^peace, which tie'' graiit(»(l tfei A on ' ^i>' hat^^ 
^i^^rms; and he then begin to display his' uii- 
baunled ambition nri In p^vclty, by attacking 
^^ and plunderlngthl)sedof>nc^fes estates which' 
P had -not interferefd in the contest, or had with- 
• ^^i^h from ii^^ To incr(?:ise the perplekity of 
t^eFreelanders, the Graveiiirs li ad joined' flieir' 
t^fiimies, and sent oiit a hostile 'fldt ilia on' thfe 
Bioiif:; but' they were so roughly handled bjr 
tFijit ^1 the ;^eelahderfe, under the comman^J*^ 

arte %Ir. Vincent^ iix^t th^y were glad^ 6^; 

';-,._ . ., 1^0 '.■ ■•; - . , ■. ,-::r-i?^.- . 



losing ^6rae .off their 't)est boats, to shdtei: 
thejccmaJjiidQr in tlieir pwn^ inlets. Thp Frc<> 

-*^ ^ lgi^>8o|Ula|!midei? a Mr. Don^man, alsp nearly 
annihilated tbpftdfjl^e Bigbo^e, am)^ ia th^ 
momtoii) of ' mcU^yj ipj^de : aaotjier p vei;tiyfe of 
peatce, vlhidh t\f a^- ixH att^ec^ ^i^^itU success^ ^ , 
^ 1 The G4iU6y fiodin^ that alli tjieiF efforts to make 
any impreasion run the Ifreelaaders in their own 
teriitoryi wcjre^Ufcely tp. redound only to their 
OT^ii! 'disgtaoe, sent a flotilla.a^ ii nirnibor of 
iframor&tftsgiie.upona det^nt^ partcallied 

l^w-f^rGypJ^and ; on : which they ii^tpnded to % 
tbemselyes, and destroy the trade, of ^le Free^ 
landent to. 6tiU nmrc^ rempt^par^?.; A part (rf 
ihe. Frcdand flotilla, pomna^ded/ by? Ji iiio&^ 
gallant pajrtisaji, n^med KisLsox, pursued aii4 
nrjKdly destroyetl tjifsni^sp that the dominion of 
the : inoat $eeme4 the ^bsiAute, privily of ^ 
J^IandeiB' ; , ; v 

TbeGMUsyhoweter^bad landedtheir warrior?^ 
)ieaded byi tbe^antam, before Keelson could 
come up with them, and they endeavoured^ Ip 
makQ.gXKKltthdj^ footing.^ t^rri firma. T^jtay 
•tt^e4> ftrpngi post TOfoaed iJie Acrey^yhiei^ 
ili0%deftlid,<l4 by th$ Gypsies ; but another Eaifsd 
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* commander of tlie Freelanders, called the 
BHk^smitb, landed some of his troops, joined 
the Gypsies, and hammered away upon the 
^^^^A^v^^ with so much.force^ that, after having 
brained several of them, those who had any 
brains left, betook themselves to flight, and 
were dreadfully harastsed by thejGfypsi^ In 
this, desperate situation, the BantamvSSj 
forsook them, and skulked back to the manor 
of the Gulls, where finding matters in anarchy 
and confusion, he, by dint of stratagem and force 
of arms, caused himself to b«J|)i:oclaimcd lofd 
of the manor. 

During the Bantam's «rbsence, the affairs of 
the Gulls had taken a very unfavoumble turn, 
and they themselves had been very hardly put to 
, /it b J their enemic^Tho lord Q£^^£P?aiior of the 
|/^^ *- Bearskins* nameaWKDrAUT/, had j^ed the 
confederacy against them; and thejS^rmanos^ 
)^pirited by this succour,^|lnd by anc^j^r IajK[^ 
$q^ply of cash sent to thera^by the Vx^^^^ 
Ijad broken the disgraceful treaty, which ne- 
cessity only had compelled them to submU to ) 
^nd resumed their arms. Whilst the Beiiiskiiil 
laid the Gormands acted in unisoDi th^ ^f^. 
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every where victorious, and the Gulls were de- 
prived of nearly the whole of their conquests; 
but disunion soon ^royed, as it had always been, 
the ruin of the cause of the confederates: th« 
Bearskins and the Gormands disagreed, and 
separated, and the Gulls, profiting by their folly, 
regained greit jJart of the ground which they 

^^roE^^J^^ieric, although he bad been sa 
roughly handled before, had not the wisdom 0( 
ParoUes to give up soldiering, and exclaim : 
*' A plague of all drums — I'll no more drumming." 
lOjSpitepf the ingratitude of his old friends^ 
iheo^o^e^ he wished to befriend them, even 
against their wiUyBxidmBrched some Freeland and 
Bearskin warriors to clear their territories from 
the Gulls. Victory hovered over him, and was 
ready to drop the laurel crown on his head ; font 
having sacrificed the' moment to some trifling 
and absurd iiiquette^ihe coy goddess, who kneali 
be dosely pursued ^to obtain her favours,- .ftpi^V 
indignantly away from the cucumber I^xafierT^ 
and bestowed the pialm on the enemy. FiedE^ib 
was glad to retreat with much loss 6f tdit^^ '^A 
ffii^fe of mflitary honour. Al&ougk the Wi(^' 
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landers could not allow that he was a proper 
person to (ake the command of troops, yet they 
acknowledged that he would have made a most 
excellent dnll^serjeanti 

The Bantam refurfied in the very nick of time 
(for he rfe^pi^erf etiquette of every kind) to remedy 
the late disasters of the Gulls; and he had no 
sooner securely placed his own yoke upon their 
neck than, to gain credit for a moderation which 
|ie never possesgsed, he wrote a letter to the Lord 
of Freeland, containing a wish for a pacification. 
This communication was a breach of etiquette, 
as the respective* stewards or secretaries of each, 
inanpr had always been accustomed, to inter* 
change all qorr^pondence on business. As the 
Bantam, however, was but^very young in his 
i*ew grandeur, the error was condescendingly 
passed over, with a gentle hint qf its impropriety ; 
but he was informed, that the restoration of the 
late Lord's family to their rank was the only bads 
on which a pennanent peace could be groimded. 
The Bantam, instead of resigning so easily the 
^Mkff which be! had got in his hand$> began to 
^$^3;- it fdbout the ears of the Gormands, anC^ lli^a 
^^iy^ltoirt space of time, cudgeled ihm'^ltli^ 
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another peace, tbe terms of wl)ich he himself 
dictates), and they were more guliing t!ian the 
former ones/ 

' The Bantam htul aUo the art to persuade Mad 
Paul that the Freelaiiders and Gormands had 
only nuide a cats-iKiw of him, and Ihat it would 
be more for bk interest to^ee Freeland destroyed, 
in which case be, among the rest, would share in 
ber immense trade, than to assist in raising her 
grandeur, and enabling her to monopolize the 
whole of the trade round about He also sent 
a very handsome mistress to Mad Paul, who 
ioon tickled him into all the Bantam's purposes; 
and a confederacy was soon formed against 
Fredland between the Bearskins, and two otht^ 
powers, who were jealous of the prosperous trade 
4>f R-eel^d, Thus so crookeil a path is policy, 
that the Freelanders had not only to contend 
against old and new foes, but with their fornuer 
friends! .^ . 

In tins critical and alarming posture of affiurs, 
•Vortex unexpectedly resigned his stcwardsi^ijj- 
It was supposal at Ijb^timo, and- it was fi^i^jCr 
wards evident enougS7 th?rt his resignatit^i ;^ 
*Mrt^9ded to have been only for a time, and i&r jir 
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tempcMury purpose. He had discovered from 
the breaking out of the insurrection of the GuU^ 
, so much acrimony against them, that it began 
to be looked upon as almost impossible that he 
could conclude a peace ^ith them. He was, 
ther^ore, to retire behind the curtain, and pu* 
forward some puppet in his stead, whose jaw« 
and limbs he might move with a string, as the 
reader has, without doubt, seen practised in 
Bartholomew or some other fair. The difficulty 
was where to find a person to act the puppet, 
as flesh and blood are not quite so tractable as 
wood, and every man, although he has not sense 
enough to manage his own petty private affiiirs, 
conceits that he can direct those of the public. 
Jiny man, who doubts this, has only to step into 
the first public-house he meets with, to be^con- 
Vinced of the fact. He will hear some tinman 
making more noise in a debate on politics than 
any parliamentary Senator ;. some barber shaving 
<ibS the excrescences of sinecures ; some dustman 
sweeping the enemy out of the fi^ld ; or some 
bankrupt laying down a sure mode UT payings 
^Ms national debt. ^Vortex wanted a soft, pliabll^ 
^«B^-to*be«led-by-the*nose mem, who had>v<il^ 
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little of this conceit, and who was not one of 
those clowns whom Shakespeare reprehends for 
saying more than was set down for them. It 
was long before Vortex could find a man with- 
out this " pitiful ambition ;" but in one of his 
walks round the mBfasion house, he was seeu to 
start and licard to exclaim : — 

" I <lo remember an Apotltecary, 

And hereabouts he dwells, whom laite I noted 

In tatter' d weeds, with overwhelming brows, 

Guiliug of simples: Meagre were his looks; 

Sharp misery had worn him to the bones; 

And in his needy shop a tortoise hung. 

An alligator btuff'd, and other skins 

Of iU-shapM fishes; and about his shelves 

A beggarly account of empty boxes; 

Green earthen pots, bladders, and musty seeds, 

Remnants of packthread, and old cakes of roses. 

Were thinly scatter'd to make up a shoW;- 

Noting this penury, to myself I said 

An' it a man did need a tool now" — 

—Why, I want one^ ] 

Flis^pjigjicejvas fixed, and the object 4>C: H 
(a Mr. JI^leton) hawig undertaken ioi^giyi 
the fiart, he was accordingly p»t upofiUittt^ 
^9MJey Bench. In order to obiaitv the eiul^^^p. 
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'which the new steward was put into office, he 
started with a declaration that he should be 
alwa3rs ready to concur in a peace on terms 
which should foe honourable to both parties^and 
that the basis of his stewardship should be 
moderation and good faith. What a political 
white crow I We always understood, with 
Butler, that politics were a game at which £iir 
play could never thrive :■— 

" For as two cheats, that play one game,^ 
Are both defeated of their aim ; 
So those, who play a game of state 
And only cavil in debate. 
Although there's nothing lost or won. 
The public business is undjj^ne: 
. Which still the longer 'tis in doing. 
Becomes the surer waytorujg." Hvi>rB» 

/BeAat as it may, Vortex intended that 

^ion should show his moderation hy makings 

^ieace with the enemy on reasonable terms ; but 

the good faith in keeping it ^as to be left wboUjf 

, j^ hiiaoficlf* 
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CHAPTER VI. 

MISFORTUNES TREAD UPON THE HEELS OF MTSFOR- 
TUNES.-^THE DEATH OF A VERY GREAT MAN, AND 
A SPECIMEN OF THE AUTHOR'S TALENTS OF WKf- 
TING EPITAPHS FOR GREAT MEN, FROM WHICH MR 
PROPOSES TO HIMSELF MUCH EMPLOYMENT AND 
rARGE EMOLUMENT IN FUTURE. 

The commeacement of the new ste^rdAjp 
was auspicious^ inasmuch as the gallant E^els^^ 
with a patt of the Freeland Flotilla, soon reduced 
the two -powers, who had confederated with Mad 
iPanl, to their proper senses, and he himself^ 
about the same time, went into the grave— 'th^ 
only place where he could have Been kept quiets 
Vortex, however, clainied all the merit of this 
9iiceestf, and it was no more than his due,^ as the^ 
^heme 1^ been planned and all the prepam? 
lidaoNEr bad been made for its ex^ution diuing hi$ 
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K<*tlsori and death liaTin<r thus dtsolved this 

Hlarming coafijtleracy, the Freelanders turned 

their attc»tion towards Gypseyland, where the 

wnrriors, left by the Bantam, had resolved to 

make a lodgements The Freelanders were 

equally determined on dislodging them, and 

liad embarked on board part of their flotilla, a 

xiHmber of warriors for that purpose. Both the 

Freelanders and the Gulls now appeared to Liy 

upon their arms at hora^, ahd to await the issue 

of this distant contest, which was, in* a great 

measure, to decide the terms of peace. "Hie 

Freelanders were successful, as they killed or 

obliged the whole force of the<jal1s to surrender. 

Vortex iilso claimed the merit of this sQccess orf 

the same score, and it would have been uiijtist 

hot to have allowed it to him. 

J The (Gulls were now as solicitous for peace as 

tfie Freelanders, and, after the necessary discus-* 

^ibn of the terms had been gone through, the 

illmple of ^anus was shut. 

Vortex now thought that Addleton, having 
performed the ^d for which bis greatness' had 
been^ thrust upon him, would have restored tben 
otfikM/idj but to his mprtificatioa he iMiUL 
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that his puppet was made of a very cross-grained 
stuff. Addleton had drunk largely of the luscious 
sweets of office; aod feeling himself buoyed up 
by the popularity which his haying put an end 
to a war unpoirallded for its rancour had given to 
his stewardship^e was resolved not to quit his 
saddle till he should be able to keep it no longer. 
Although Vortex and his party fell away from 
him, yet his resolution was unshaken, as, in pro 
portion to their retreat, Brush and his party 
made advances to him. 

Addleton was overreached, at his very first 
outset, in a money bargain, which gave the friends 
of Vortex a -handle to allege that he was no 
financier; but he soon disproved the allegatioife 
by his owa finances; for he shewed such.un* 
exampled dexterity at picking up the crumbs 
and imidfalls of office for his own family and 
connections, that no steward, within the short 
space of time he was in office, had made a better 
use of his time. He was soon in a condition to. 
have , exclaimed with his brother Lenitive, in 
the Prize;— ..; 

" Shop ! D— n the shop !" .^.^,;^ 

kx^hax Addleton wa^ deserted by Vortexr^i^ 
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his friends, Bruf^li and his party iroagmcd that 
Axldleton would stand in a!)solitte need ot' their 
lupporf^ and that ilwy diould be admiit^ to 
approach the Mon^j/ Bench. They hovered 
over it like flie» over a honey-pot; but it iras 
supposed that the Lord hM •^predetermined 
against their taking a sip. '^They wese never 
to stick their refractory rumps there agaifw 

Tbegates of Janus's temple if ere soon opened; 
a 'quarrel broke out about vffiuiltlmise^ which 
the Gulls had just, seized, and of wbicli the Free- 
landers had dispossessed them. It remained in 
their hands at the end of the war; but it was 
agreed that it should be occupied by neither of 
them. The Freehiudere would liavc given it up ac- 
xordiugtothe terras of thepeace; butthcBiiutam 
lixid played so many underhand tricks, and made 
so many encroachmcrilii.oaIm neighbours, before 
the time stipulated for their leaving it, that they 
thought th(*jnselves justified in havuig some prc> 
vious explanations^ As it turned out evideut 
etiough that the Bantam only wanted to get all 
he could by fair means before he resorted to foal 
ones^ the Freelanders pre^jxircd fi)r hostilitics^j 



LJthe Gulls had never been unprepai}^^ 
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tliem. War raged with redoubled violencc^ 

for this teniporary truce, and the Bantam ro 

newed his boast , of invading Freeland, an(l 

actually marched a large body of troops to the 

edge of the moat for the purpose. Never was 

greater alacrity sliewh by any people th«n the 

Freelanders in turning out to arms. Eitha-the 

Squire was, or made a show of beings roused from 

his ignoble lethargy. He addressed a letter to 

Addleton, expressing his .ardour to head the 

Freelanders in their defence of the manor; but 

as he had only the command of a company, he 

desired Addleton to Tise his influence with the 

Lord to Iwstow on him a commjind more suitable 

to the mnk of the second personage in the manor. 

Whether the Squire had been urged on by 

some doughty Parolles — * 

" To th* wars, my boys, to'th' wars. ' - 

He wears his honour in a box, unseen, ; . j 

That hugs his kicksy-wicksy here at home; 

Spending his manly marrow in her arm^, - 

Which should sustain the bound and high curvet 

Of Mars's fiery steed;'*— . ** 

or he wished to acquire popularity, or the power 
of cheating dependents, was uncertain and^pum- 
Jfipli'the request was, however, refuseci, pr<5l^wy" 

. \J ' _ Digitized by GoOgJe ■ , • 
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because a jealousy sUU remained of the eagerness 
•Viliich Le had {^hewu to get into power during 
his father's illness. The reason alleged for the 
refusal was, that the. chief civil and military 
commaads would be incompatible with each 
other, and tliat,. besides, the latter had been con- 
fided to his brother Frederic, who was a proper 
person to hold it. 

jpilsderic was, in his youthfid days, as has been 
already mentioned, strongly tinctured with some 
improper propensities, particularly that of ga- 
ming, which he had carried to an excess. 
Having one night been pigeoned of a vast pro* 
perty, when a military man, a Captain Joiner, 
was present, and in all probability agiiinst Us 
inclination, the Lord, with whom he had been a 
great favourite, afterwards looked so coldly on 
him, that the unJbrtunate gentleman, unable to 
bear the loss of his favour, jogged the hand of 
Atropos, «nd made her fatal sctssars cut his 
thread of life in twain before it was spun opt. 
Either this tragical event, or repeated losses, or 
a thirst for military ardour, had awakened bim 
fyoxxi his dream. In the deba,tes on the Sqii&^ 
M^i^g^-^^blishment, ft ims mentlondll'^ 
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be was bound for bis brother in considerable 
Bums; bat that these debts were in a tram of 
liquidation, and a course of punctual dischfurge; 
so that tliere was no fear of their becoming bur- 
thensome to the tenantry. This was true, and 
although Frederic had been unimcoessful abroad 
in practical warfare, yet he had shewn great 
abilities in organizing the troops at home. It 
was to be legretted, however, that the Squire's 
request could not have been, in some measure^ 
]^nted, as it mig))t have liberated him from 
the old talismanic charm^ which had so long^ 
benumbed all his faculties. 

As Brush and bis party found Addleton to be 
inaccessible, like men of desperate fortunes wboy 
finding nothing to be done in the present posture 
^f afikirs, imagine that any change will be '^ 
tlie better, they measured back their steps; and^ 
without any previous Bnderstanding or hints at 
a coalition, they joined Vortex in so forcible^an . 
attack on Addleton, that he was obliged, thougk 
loth enough, to fly from the Money Ben^b^ 
VortCT: and Brush instantaneously rushed lUw 
i^rds it : but, as the farmer was m&te^ of i^ti^ 
ig^t|Mpd make, he rtaehei U fir^^ a]^*l|l4 

J^ ■ ' ■ ' ' \ 
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no sooner taken his seat, than lie bade his com* 
petilor stand off, as it was tio den for jfoxes. 
Brush shrugged up his dioulders, pulled up his 
smalI*cIothes, cried out, " A dead hoax, by G — " 
marched back to his old place, and fell into his 
old train of opposition to Vortex. AddletoA, 
as he had been offended by both parties^ was 
snlky, and would side with neither* 

Brash and his party, insisted that the manor 
was brought to the viprge of ruin, and that no* 
thing could rescue it from downfall, except a 
household was formed, on such a broad bottom^ 
as would comprize JU the Talents of the coun- 
try ;. to wit,' tiemsehes ! ! This modesty caused 
the tenants to give them credit for as great a 
stack of impudence as eVer any public body of 
men possessed ; but, as for talents — they sus* 
pendi^ their judgment, not being so.foolisli as io 
. tipcak well of a pudding before they had tasted 
it. • The Brushitcs.stin continued to give them* 
selves a good character, in strains somewliat 
like, the foUbwing advertUcment of a virinous 
and honest maid of all^worhy which k fie- 
-^'•qitiitly to be met with iii the newspaper:. ;, . 
rt!^ ^6 Wants a place^A msttd sGiymi^^^iSiS^ 
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€»paUe of putting her hand to anj thin«r A 
single gentleman^Mrould be preferred." 

TlieBnisliites only parodied this : 

^' Want places^ or pensions, — ^A boiy 'of men 
'raottopolizing^all the talents of the country. A 
K^^g, who may be led by the nose^ would be 
preferred." 

Vortex ridiculed the broad bottoms^ and^ like 
a positive tub as he was, swore that he would 
stand on his own bottom* 

Yortex resinned his old schemes of raising a 
confederacy against the Gulls by gifts and loans 
of money, and as the Lord of the Gormands was« 
very uneasy under the yoke which the Bantam 
had imposed upon him, he was easily indaced 
to prepare for another struggle. It was, how*- 
ever, an unfortunate bait that he had swallowed; 
for the Bantam got intelligence of his designs, 
and coming uponhim before he was inreadiness^ 
he beat, by dint of- arms and bribery,* all his 
^warriors, aifd even took poKsession of bis maa- 
fiion*Iionse, where the Bantam finally ijesdaeed 
' Uftk'to a mere cypher. 

'^',^^ ^OMatiotts of the Freeland^ a(.^^^IS^ 
if^HJl^ tidings were somewhat . allayed % ih^ 

.^V3S^,^' ^ , '■ DgtzedbyGoOgJe 
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success of a part of their flotilla, under tke 
gallant K^dbon, vrfaicb had totally routed aa^ 
capture^! the ^eatest part of a superior flof ilia 
of the Gulb) who now trembled at the aght of 
the meat^ as the ClEitholics imagine the Derii 
shrinks from holy water. The importance of 
this success was^ however^ diminbhed, if no4 
overbalanced, by the loss of Keelson^ who fell 
in the action, covered with glory. The Free* 
landers wept for their losis, and did imiple jusiicii 
to the D^emory of tbeis gallant aTenger^ ' 

Misfortunes tread cbse upon the heels of eacii 
other! Yories, djod very shortly afterwards^ 
and it was .more than probable that he was a 
:victim to his inde&tigable labours for the good 
of his country 7 and to his grief for theJUl saccess 
<tf his dKtfts* ^ 

Although his ojqponents charged him vMk 
:plungbg the country into an unoecesaaiy war^ 
Und lavishing the public money in subsidies, and 
nick-nan^ him Billy> FighfiaU^aad BiHjpPi^ 
4ilt ; although they reproached him with temchp 
ing upon the rights of the people ; yet it 
Cj^iB that they enVied him his power^aod] 
4^|gp^^ they would haveioade^l 
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an use of it. No pilot had ever weathered such" 
dreadful storms, both at home and abroad. If 
he entered into war, it was necessary to curb an 
ambitious, inveterate, and envenomed foe ; if he 
subsidized other powers, it was with a view to 
keep the whole force of the enemy from the 
Freelanders' own doors, and to put a speedier 
end to the ravages of war; if be diminished the 
right of the people, the times in^periously de- 
manded it, and it was but for a time. ; To do 
him strict, though ample justice ; ambi|ion wa^ 
his darling aim, but it was of that laudable kind 
which inclines a man to devote Tiiraself to the 
service of his country; if his measures were^ 
unsuccessful,, ii was more owing to the caprice 
of Fortune than a want of either talents, jndge- " 
ment, penetration, foresight, giergy, or resolu- 
tion in himself. He was S2 yearaialHHBHMi -^ 
^^ggpaSSBR^ and yet, quite the reverse o^ 
other uien of that class, he did not grow rictfin^ 
proportion as tlie estiite beclime poor. Niy , he 
exceed^ the old Roman patriot, who died §d^ 
poor that he was buried at tlie public cbar^' 
for lie died in debt, although he did not Hv^tl^^ 
|jp#*iift*ly. Peace to his ashes ! and it wok 
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but justice to them to inscribe on their resting* 
idaoethe foUoivmg, or some (rther better^^vrritteii 
Hofs^ to the same purport i 

ITAJPH ojs 



For tiliA j\\\ltfm\t^^Sggf of 4nind, 
* ♦ * ^cft aU other mo rtals far behind; 
He loT'4 hUsSSiry-^or it, liv'd «iid died--^ . 
. He senr'd itlt£^or interest, but from pride ; 
His h ands jyitl^ pri vate ^uns were^terer soil'dj 
Fromf^Rmotives on to death he toil'd : 
"With truth these lines might xm his urn be penned- 
^^J isrt Iw the rnhn g / h n m un 
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CHAPTER VII, 

APOSTATE PATRIOTS ! TQSIR VIRTUE IS LIKE THAT 
OF DAMAE, INCAPABI* OF WITHSTANDING A GOLDEK 
SHOWER. — THE DEATH OF ANOTHER GREAT MAN, 
AND MORE OF 0\^R AUTQj^^ ABltfclES IN THE 
fcPITAPB LINE. 

Aftbk the FreefauideiE had lost their skilfiii 
FdiBuniSi there was no one who appeared c^pa* 
ble ef taking the hehn^ except Brush, llie 
ImcA oould not rdish him^ but he was obliged 
y ^Jt^}LJ9J^^^^^^* ^® empowered one 




(son of the person who hadAfiyi 



^ledand m the &tal ccmtest with 't^ljSumn ^ 
Acres) to fimn a list of the new Houaeboid. If 
Brdi^h must inevitably be included^ yet he ws^ ; 
not to be steward. A nom&ml steward wes^^ 
thafefiHe^ intched upon^ one Master Hi^rry^^^ 
Minikin, a youth who .could know n0fhuEi|;^of ^ 
public afl^urs^ unless thejr had been^^pped 
i^o hun with th<!lAtin^dmi^. ^l^^usEwaaT 
^^^^i^^^fj^reqibr^ 
reasuxer of ueJ^^j&x^^ttd 
im appointi^ Keeper ortfae W^ 
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Court of Conscience. Tbe bottom sp(Aeft of 
Fortune's vfheA were now gotten to the top, and 
it was odd that those men who, for more thaa 
Sd jetMpisty had inoesisantfy and inVariaMy 
opposed all the measures of the Household, wcm 
now entnis^ with the sole management of 

tem.^^I^re was, however,' no altematiye. 

reememmmself, as he drilled his motley crew^ 

nd was marching them in a body to have the 
;t audience of the Lord, appeared asmucb 

ihamed of them as Jack Fabtaff was of his 
fagged recruits Ga their march through Coventry. 
Xi4ehimtoo,hemight have exclaimed: ^^111 be 
shot if tlie whole of them would make one good 
raaar' The Lon} did not. muck relish to- be 
Siirenched like a horse with sw^h a dose, but 
Aere was no Qtlisr remedy. . In spite of his 
disgust, he could not help smiling at tbe'gro* . 
tttque appearance ef ik^ new household, on thetf 
firs^ Hitrodoction ; they were as ai^kward aft m 
iuajpiy Jew clotheBmen, who Jhimtied their bogy 
tdotbe bacl^ parts of thj^heads, itistead iiy( 
smitt^g than in their hods. He observe^HM 
A^Hkimy that they^were a strange, aT 
jM^ykaogtteotts mq^^ buttlnit] 
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i were vwy crftea co»4ii<?ive to health. The te- 
^ nants were ndt well picwcd tasee their senate. 
V hcrtwe filkd-T 

« With ^n heads, thiit determim of the state 
Oter their cups, or when; their sated lusts 
Afford them leisiure :"— 
^ hot mattera cofuW not go much worae than they 
had be» goimg for acMe time paat. As Addlcton 






«>»{ 



X { had been gomg lor aome iime poai. w j*wm«^.* 
V|j Jiad i»cmfaed hia stewardship wHh moderciim 

? and goad fmth^ to gain the confidence of tl^ 
rs^ j «any; the new honaehpld, who tad so long 
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\ \ bawled agd.^ prdftMion in the.paUie exp^iOH 
^ taie» thought io gain tfaeiconfideaoe .^ the peopio 
^ by declaring that they would build theirs upon 
^ public ecpmmi/!. We shall give a few examplea 
rftl^eir^irn// at the vary first outset Tbesalary 
of Greygoose's predecessoi^ had heien SOOO lh)r€$^ 
a year ; but under pretence ihs^ business haxl 
mereased very conadcrably, he got it raised to 
60G0I Merryman's salary- was 4000 &?ref,/ 
besides vfhdi was to be picked ujp bjr industry ; 
but be gc* hfa um Tommy (a hopeful 4o^. q£i 
"Wbom we^^Uh^i^to makeApfi^^ofr/emes^^ 
he^fter) iatft a snug birth of 30Q0 livK^^5«ft^^ 
anyboymij^t " * ^" *"* 
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ytK>rk tbeifc was to be done, and 'the slatternly 
manner in which it wasaisuaUy performed. 

There seems to be a fetality attending fortune, 
which drowns all past remembrances like a 
Lethean draught. M Jove formerly debauched 
Danae in a shower of goldy so that arch-fiend 
the Devil has adopted the feiy same mode of 
apostatizing all the patriots of Freeland, and 
other mmiors. Like a citadel which bids de- 
£ance to showers of shot, shells, and such«)ike 
iron materials; but instantly surrenders at dis- 
cretion when assailed by a shower of gold; so 
does the heart of a patriot yield to the same ir- 
lesistible force. 

** Balls of this metaT stack'd At^Ianta^s pace, 
■ AncTon the am'rous youth bestowed the race» 

' Nor less may Jupiter to gold ascribe : 

For, whea be tuni'd himself into a bribe, 
J Who could blame Danae, or the brazen tow'r^ 

That they withstood not tiiat all-mighty 8how'r^ 
] Never, till then, did love make Jove put on 

A form more bright and nobler than his own." . 

'^(^ ^tetdd this be the same Mr. Greygoosqf.wbo 
iJS«iHtiilae before asserted, in the GwnmOtt jai#, 
^i;^ only way to preserve the g diUJfliiit 
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was to render it as little oppressive as possible to 
the people? Could this be the same Mr* 
Merrjmari who recommended to the delegates to 
make a vigorous scrutiny into all useless places, 
and reversionary siaecures, before they laid new 
burthens uponi the tenants, that they might be 
able to look thm constituents in the fiice, and' 
assure them that they had abolished all un- 
ai^cessary and unmerited stipends, before they 
would lay any new taxes upon them ? Yes ; 
they were the very same bodies, but animated 
by very different minds ; or their former words 
were but cloaks to the same diseased minds. 
They were grown, according to the old proverb, 
older and ; isery that is, worldly wiser. They 
had changed their opinions at the same time that 
they had turned their coats ; they had repeated 
the former, and worn the latter till thflpf were* 
thread*bare, and*«the one could not be patched 
without putting a piece upon the other. 

To give the devil his due, the whole of these - 
new mounted poprguns^ or patriots, bore thw 
unex^[^ted good fortune with some. d«;^M^-ol^^ 
<}<scorum,.e3tcept Merryman, who JiQ\s§gf0- 
:IS^ Moi^ snugly seated ip his T^ 



Dig,t,zed^b)^G00gle ■ 



79 / THE tttSlNG fiTir. 

Fortune, called the Summer-House^ than his 
real character b^an to display itself, and to 
verify the old proverb of " Set a beggwr ^m 
fmseback and he'll ride to the Devil.'' The 
broken-backed tenants, and bis own necessitoiis 
eieditorsy were insulted by hearing the el^^ce 
of Mr. Merryman^ routes at the Summer-House 
Tung in their ears at a time when they wefe 
hardly put to it to get bread for their fiunilieii 
'S/ost a word about retrenching iiseless places, and 
rubbing off old scores ! It was remarkable, too, 
itf the new household, and highly honourable 
to the memory of Vortex, that) notwithstanding 
their inreterate opposition to all his measures, 
they could not devise better ones, and were ob- 
Kged to tread in his very steps, or do worse* 

All the eyes and hopes of the Freelanders 
were now concentrated in Brush, who was 
known to be possessed of skill, judgmait, phi>> 
kmthropy, and indu^ry too, when it was ne* 
Pessary. He had opened a negociation for 
^eace, which, in all probability, he would have 
* brought about on honourable terms, as he. was 
{)0^nalty known to'' \nd respected by the 
|3^^^ ifr imhappily for the tenants! Q^i^ 
\ ' ^ > "'* ' '**. . 

. ^ •: ■ ' ■■:: -,t 
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had not pat an end to his exbtence and tl 
hopes. ' ' 

We have already spoken of his private c 
racter, in vrhich, particularly towards the cl 
of his life, when reason had subdued levity, 
bright parts rendered the few specks almost i 
perceptible. The periods of his stewards! 
were so very short, that no proper judgra 
could be formed of him in a public point 
view; but from what Was well knowii of 
general abilities, which he continued to disp 
to the last moment, the best result might h« 
been expected. If his span had been lengthei 
out, very few years more would, perhaps, hj 
stamped him a most grea^, valuable, 'and ^ 
rioiis character. The negociation for peace, 
for as he carried it on, was managed with t! 
consummate skill, prudence, firmness^-ainf fc 
sight, which only rendered it the m<xe dep 
rable that he did jKjt live to finish it. ' Pei 
be also to hi&' ashes ! and we shall take leave 
him in a few words, by way^ an epUafAi 

' -^-^iSea^ aim'd at^!^ ind sSl the thttse dW hit 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

THE SaUIRE WISHES TO PLAY A CAPITAL PART IN " HE 
WOULD BE A soldier;'' BUT IS REFUSED BY THE 
THEATRICAL MANAGERS. — HE DISPLAYS HIS TASTE 
: AND JUDGMENT IN BUILDING UP AND FULUNG 

DOWN, AND RECEIVES A CHALLENGE FROM THE 
KNIGHT OF THE SILVER MOUNTAINS. 

As we coidd not well break the thread of fhese 

iroportant and quicUy succeeding events, 'w^ 

must now go back a little to take a view of the 

Squire's conduct daring the time of these accu- 

mutated disasters and losses* 

^_ ^•^-^fler he had been refused the military com* 

mand^^ w^h he solicited) he appeared 4oM 

back into his fimaaetlethargy, fibm which he 

Touzed only by fits suid^^stait^ to comoiit new 

{excesses* The- most expeosive^ "although the 

gliiost useless, altenMi^ns were ordei?ed to be made 

l>4^ Snaildown-House/^^ state bed*room im 

^IfiKed up widi nbw fumi^iiie^^iMUI^^Q^ 

'^iSrt(t^4|^|H0fit supeib 8ta))e4)«d5 ia 
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Mrs.Fitzwaddle might sail to the land of delight 
like two amorous whales^ through an ocean of 
feathers. Mofe extravagant s^erati^s and ad* 
ditions were also made at thel^^oc^^to which 
he seemed almost to have exiled himself, as the - 
inhabitants of the town, in return for the vast 
stuns of money which he caused to be spent in 
it by attracting visitants, worshipped him like a 
little god before his face, and, as is ever the case 
with such peoplei^ ridiculfed his vanity and 
Iblly behind his back .- 

'We would not have the reader entertain an 
idea that wearefav<[)UTersof the levelling system, 
and take a pleasure in vilifying rank. Far 
from it ! ' We are'too' well aware of its necessity 
and benefii to society, and are foes only to those 
wRo'degmde it. It gives us pain to see ran^ 
debased by vices, which are the very reverse of 
tboee virtues for which alone distinction ought 
to be conferred. The source* of honour is lik6 
the sun, which, shining on a healthy spot of l^d/ 
^yes birth to nutritious vegetables ; but daMpgf 

»• its gaierative rays equally on »wamp$, fef^'f^d 
mantes, create baneful and noxious w^edfi^^fllt 

^l^^llelMbie, tfaedutjof a skilfaljMtiW^aK^I^^ 
nt 
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as of a good agriculturist, to encourage th« 
former,^ and ,grub up the I^tt^nf It is folly to 
imagine tlia<; .|j|nk alopQ ^on&r^ dignity: the 
liighcr the ranL> the lower, is the; possessor sunk 
^ by vices. We can l\aveno,idea of the dignity 
of liuinan na^turje> ^)ut ,hy.cprn|)afing ourselves 
with other paj-ts. of God's xreatioi), particukirly 
the brute, who .ix)sseJiS our Ipcomotive powers, 
our appetites, and an instinct which pronspts 
them to gnUify their apjjetites. But this instinct 
goes no further, aiul, therefore, falls infinitely 
short of what is terined reason in man, whiicli 
teaches him to look beyond the present, and to 
consult somewhat beyond sdf-gratificatfon* The 
only distinction, then, between man and bnite, 
seems to be that of reason ; and where reason is 
i^anting, and he acts only from self-gratificatioo, 
he has no more tliau instinct, a^d caa rank jbo 
higher than a brutq. ' 

. To proceed: — Among other alterations, and 
-additions m^de to the Pagoda, (shameful to re- 
l^le I) above 200,000 livres were sunk^in building 
a palace, or, to speak more correctly, ;a luaasa* 
le^m for horses ! The whole ropf was .a g^|| 
doz^ which would attract the Jc^iys/^f d| 
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like a green-house, so that it was evident that, af- 
ter all the enormous expenditure, a horse could 
not survive such a hot-bath *. One of his verj 
Constant attendants, we will not go so far as to 
toy companions^ was one Ropesend, formerly ft * 
constable, or thief-catcher, from whom he had 
stooped to borrow money at several times ; and, 
as his love for horse-racing had revived, another 
of the ministers, or tools of his pleasure, was one 
Mr. Rakehellishj who had run through a vast ^^ 
property with as much speed as his running 
horses could run away with, and, as a last 
resource, had purchased a commission under 
the Squire, to keep him from a jail, beggary, and 
i^ntempt.' ^» 

It was nb \^onder that the Squire relapsed 
into these excesses ; if he could ever have been 
said to have abandoned them for a moment.-— 
His disgust with his former tuir^companions wds ' 
t|ie effisct of jyridej— but not pride of the right 

*~ Great part of the glass was demolished^ some ftmi , 
a^o^ ' durmg fte hight-^ act of revenge, k was ^' 
EMd, «£ «ome 4)f the uttpaid and enraged tradestu^^ '? 

Ha 
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kind! — that kind which would have prevented 
a ^Squire from associating with Newmarket 
blachlegs. \l% himself was fully aware of the 
impropriety of such a connection, by establisb'- 
> \ng a kind of go-between, or manager of his., 
racing concerns ; but even Ihis precaution could 
not ^ard off some disgraceful consequences. A 
iamous horse belonging to the 'Squire ran against 
three others, on one day, and was beaten; buf, 
o|i the very next day, the same horse beat the 
very same competitors ! As it happened that 
the 'Squire did not back his horse the first day, 
ajid won about 400 guineas on it on the second, 
the losen taxed his jockey with ridbtg fi>ulm 
The manager rode up to the Squire, after the 
second race, and gave him joy, but added, that 
he would have given 100 guineas that his horse* 
had lost. Althougli this bespoke his tendernesa 
of the Squire's character, yet he was never 
hpnoured with a single word from him. after- 
wards. The jockey was obliged, by the Squire, 
tcrclear up the aflStir to a spotting Commltce^^ 
wjbich he did. to the satisfaction ofsomey-ftiul 
dis&atisfacliop of others; but there cect|i|Q|||r,. 
app^red very Yiiih reA5o» . io sus{ffi8M|if^ 
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Squire, or even his jockey, of any unfair pro- 
ceeding. There is, however, a slime attaclied 
to such connections, which cannot fail of be- 
daubing all who are ever so distantly con- 
nected with them, and which should have Ijeea 
indignantly repelled by one of the SquireV 
rank. — ^A certain prince, who held those mat- 
ters in a truly magnanimous view, being asked, 
by oneof his courtiers, why he ()id notcontei|d[ 
iii the Olympic games : '' Sd I would,*' re- 
plied he, " if kings were the competitors, and 
the contest was for crowns ! 1" 
. Rtader. This was thinking as a prince shoul<J" 
tliink ; hut could the Squire again place himsei£ 
in the situation or probability of being mis*, 
t^ken for a black-leg ? 

■ Author. His return to Newmarket wasjoy-^ 
fully haikd, bat, we' believe that, he rather 
made it* a recreation than an Occupation* ' ! 

f It has been justly' observed, that, afterafttlf 
ipdolgence of any one sense, tbemaQ of plea-^ 
sure, finding languor in all, is placed ini a chasni' 
between past and expected enjoyment,, ia wfaicl| 
% {)ereeives an ioterval that must be fflled iiff3 
Blp'^s^e there no other more honourable^JiliS^ 
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Tre t^ill add, indtspensablj necessary employe 
ments ? Were there no duties attendant on the' 
high station, to which he was looking forward,- 
to be learnt ? Were there no^.profbssors of those 
arti^ and sciences which are, at once, the oma- 
nient and the benefit of society y to be encou- 
raged? "SVere there no poor bendingunder th« 
pressure of unexpected and unmerited misfifk'- 
tline? Were the whole body of the tenants 
compelled to observe such economy and sdf-^ 
denial, that they stood induced of no example to 
eij^urage them in it, or to incite them to it?" 
Ye^ yes, there was plenty of room for all these 
necessary, useful, dignified, and proper employ-- 
JKients, sufficient to baye filled up the time of the 
most inde&tigable man ; but they were not to' 
tile Squire's tasti?. 

The instant that Brush,- and the rest of the' 
Squire's party, as they weiestyledj had jumped^ 
into power, it was^imagtned that he would hay« 
pkntyof money^ or, what is equivalent, places^ 
at his command; and all those gaping^ hungry 
Gerberuses,* from whom he had formerly stofyped 
to'veceiTe fiivours^ which^ irere oidy lent iiritt% 
Tie# to be repaid with enoitnout iot€i«st/lfifj^ii^i^ 
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to expect a sop &r the^ir half-fajtnisji<?d jaws. 
These expectations ^ve rise to a most.iuclicrou* 
disclosure of some of the Squire's private con- 
cerns. On^ Trrrrm^RTrjiiriTinrj '^ "ilrrrmifh/ 
with great depfh oienterprhcy as be himselfst|'1ed , 
it, but^ as every other person judged it to be, witb*^ 
out the least eJgj^A pi mderstandingy V^^<f seyerar 
years before, opened an account witli the Squiro 
at the very moment when bis fprmer silversmith 
had thought prudent to close his account, and 
to desire ta have tbe balance* In the course ^ 
of Dunstan's concerns with the Squire, he 
had once lent him a considerable sum (about) 
J, 900 livres) to pay a debt for which Mrs. Fit?-^ 
waddle ha<%been threatened with an arrest. The 
money, however, was repaid to Dunstan at the 
time appointed ; but whether with or without 
interest, he forgot, or did not think proper td 
say. He had. also advanced to the Squire 
another consitlerable sum, at a time when M rs.- 
Vlllars was with him ; but he does not sajr. 
whether it was for her use, although he seems ta, 
hint at it. Besides jewels' to an immense ainouii|^^]^ 
with wliich Dunstan had supplied thej Squire %%|. 
Ijift^jivate purposes, he was ordered to fani^^.- 
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the articles of jewelry vrhich ivere to be presented 
to bis bride and familjron' his marriage. Dunstan 
brought, in his wholeblll to'tfae trustees appointed 
to liquidate the Squire's debts;' the articles 
which he had fnmishaf were valuetf, according 
to the rule of the trade, *6y persons on both 
sides, and Dunstan 'was paid' according to the 
valuation, altowinghim S6 per cent, profit ; but 
there' was still a ileduction made from his bill. 
Any moderate man* would have thought this a 
handsome profit; but it would not do for 
Dunstan. Hb became a bankrupt some time 
Afterwards for more than six times fh6 amount 
of the deduction, and yet he had the impudence 
to attach his ruin to the non-pajment of the 
whole of his bill. The fact was, thatDtmstanr 
bebga man of very weak intellects, although 
possessed of a great share of that low cunning 
which never fails to attend ignorant and sdfish 
people, had no sooner formed a cofinec^intj as 
he terms it, with the Squire, than, ih' hopes of 
lJeing;)rotJi(fedfor, whetherit rained, snowed, or 
'blew, he set up for an esquire himself^, lived' 
^^Mray at a most extravagant rate, and nqjieciid 
lKli^a$iness,which^iaTeturn, forsook hini. ' 
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Brush had got into power^ DuDiataQ lo^t no time 
in putting i\ik Squire in mind that he had it novr 
in his power to setum forma: fiivours, and that 
he stood greatly in need of them« Most unibr'^ 
. tunatdj for Dunstan, although be had spent his 
money as profusely^ lyeoannotsay as genteelly^as 
any gentleman could have done ; yet he was to- 
tally unacquainted with the manners and etiquette 
of one. The familiar style in which he rather 
demanded a return aof favours, than sdicited a 
grant of them, was deemed an insult by the 
Squire ; for it may be remarked that^ amoi^ 
great folks, it is considered thatan inferior cannot j 
•by any means, confer an obligation on his supe* 
i^r. Dunstan^s applications were treated with 
{silent conteI^pt;, and finding no probability of 
success from that mode, he at length threatened 
to. publish a review of the Squire's conduct t<K 
wards himself. As the Squire despised this 
insolent and contemptible menace, with more 
propriety and dignity than he had evinced in 
ipaking himself subject to it, Dunstan put it into 
execution by means of a pamphlet. The re^t 
jff9^j that the efforts of his pen convinc^;4|i^ 
^^0faDaX part of the tenants, that he was 9nSf^; 
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if uot much worse; Init it was no proof of the 
depth of the Squire's uiiderstanifiii^^ that he 
trusted a fool with a secret—^ Ibol, asShakspeare 
«nys, 

As ignorance made drunk." 

The natural Gonsequence would be that it roust 
be too big for his little chest. If the Squire*s 
friends coukl not have accommodated, him with 
the money, he might ha^e borrowed it from 
Dunstan, or any othet persdri, as geritlCmen 
in every situation of '• life fi^/t a necessity of 
doing at some period of theft^^ lives ; and if he 
had not said that it was Wanted to pay a debf 
contracted by Mrs.' Fit zwaddle-^t here would 
have been nothing in it. Thief publication did 
the Squire \\o injury ; on the contrary, it might 
have been of service to bini, if it had.tiught 
him that he who trusts a /oo^ with a secret^ will 
not be decnied overtcise himself. Dunstan ek- 
claimed loudly at the' iextravagant alterations 
which were going ovi at'Snarldown-House, at a 
time when a penny was denied to his necessities; 
so that it was evident enough that, accordin|^ 
Danstan^s ideas, theSqiiii^e's extravsrgance tiS^P' 
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bare been no extravagance at all, if he himself 
liad been admitted wttliih its pale* But Plough 
of Dnnstan's nonsense! Let us now see -when he 
talks somei^hat like sense^ be his motives for 
doing so what they will. 

At the end of his publication he addresses A 
letter to Mrs. Fitawaddle^ which he premises by 
telling her that he understands she is much 
offisnded, and her feelings hurt at the freedom 
with which he had mentioned her name ; and 
tkat he should rgoice if his so doingshoald lead 
to an altkation in her conduct, and induce her 
to consult the feelings of others. Dunstan then 
asks her if she supposes that Mrs. George 
Gildrig has no feeling^^that the gentry of the 
manor, over whom she, although but a pldi^eian^ 
arrogantly and insultingly assumed a precedence 
on every ^occasion) had no fi^ings>*-«that the 
people of moral character had no feeling at 
seeing their money ^uandered away upon so 
unworthy an object, toA decorum so openly 
violated ? He concludes his letter by telling her 
that if she gave but a due consideration tp the 
feelings of all these classes c^ society, tbey coul^ 
Hot-iail of promoting that change in the ^|>< 
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positioh of facr mind, ^hich would .relbre faer 
own paiii&l feelings, and secure her fnm the 
f a litter contempt of 4h€Wortd* ^ 

When Dttttstan doe6 not talk upon a fooliib 
subject, that is, of himself, h(^ oertainkf sayis 
spmethiiiji* to the p&rposc; 

\A bad' faisrtter fe alWaJ^a ireAdered wmrse bjr 
stirring itf The Squire thought it beieaCh his 
dignity to stoOp to pick up;the gaiin^iet of this 
faiiglit of th^siher mountain's ; bat sameaffieious 
fools {of whom there axe Bwarms ever read J to 
thrust tliemfseWes upon the Tiotioe of the gceat, 
in hop^ of Hther reward ot the celebrttjr which 
-they could not dtherwise acquire) would fight tike 
Squire's battle. Because he was n great man^ 
and wanted no ehampion, these oUiging people 
would perforce break a lance for his hoiiourv 

' One of these unfee'd soIickcH's (in jbopes, per* 
haps, of a fiie) fesposei*^ the hitocy of Duostan's 
arithmetic, and kys open bis. isteiested'desi^ns, 
Hiirhich yfcre prima fade eyideiil c$Bough to any 
one who could read his publication ; so tliat he 
only did the Squire a disservid^^ Jbc|^g|Qlg,up 
ithe ball aud giving (hat coid||;pP|P'i^ 
iKeview, which it did Bot posses?.^: 
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sdicitor (a Mr. .Dmmoiid). vas iiko a vicious 
oow vhichoo $(»aner gives a foU pail of milk 
than it kicks it down c^ain. He winds up his ' 
pamphlet by saying th^t all that, I>nni»t«an 
has observed of Mrs. .Fitzwaddle will never 
injure her with the libcrai part of the pablic^ 
tfaoogh the author pf.il 3vil} l^ despised; for ail 
ungentlema^y attack oaa spor//^ and much es» 

Now eitBet this Mr. Diamond^ or ourselves^ do 
&pt^ conipi)eheisil,.ibe si^nifieat^on of ,th,e term 
Ubei^aL We understand it to. i^ei^ the can** 
dk), moraly . uprigt^t, . virtuous, smd, lyell-bred 
(not fiohionably l^?ed) part of $pcu.*ty ; and with 
auQh persons^, a ^^i^iriiPr^ii adul^ress — an 
iasuUer of all the decent reg^latiopus of social 
life, caa never be a |K?09f/^^,aBd.«2McA esteemed 
lady; espoeistUy ,the chiu^iciteria question j >vho 
has caused so jDiiieh heavy (Kxpence to An other* 
wise distressedl people; given ,so many cruel 
bsultfi and shocks: to an an^iajb.le and a inost v\t>' 
tuous wife, as wdlaa/ to : persons wbo^ ii\ point 
of rank, forinne^iand diaracter, are^ beyond all 
pos^iltty of'^oomparison, her superiors. !3^o 
bolfter up the cimracter of such a wOIn^4^ 
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merely on accojunt of her sex^ is to lay the axe 
to the root of decency, and to grub up mofalify ; 
for sex Js no shield against crime or its attendant 
iofaniy. If a woman, comipit murder or any 
other crime against (he divine law, or break any 
of the statute laws of the land, she suffers for it 
without dkti^tionof scXf uiilcsssbe^ happens to 
l>e married, in which. ease she-is very merctfully 
considered as having acted under the stress or 
compulsion of her husband. He who would 
enter the lists io defend the cause af such a wo«^ 
man is not, as he niight delude himself into a 
belief of »being, a Jcmght^rrmt. : iio ; Be is^-^-^nd 
so ih^Uheral part of sopiety, in our ideas of the 
sense of 4iie word Hberal^ i«rttt dficm him to.ber«i4^ 
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CHAPTER IX. 



A TRANSlAtlOM OFTH« FRENCH STORV OP ^* tfi COCtf 
- MAI^aS SA PEMMC/' OR THE CUCKOLD WBBTH£R 

BIS WIFEWILLORNO. — A VERY DELICATE ENQUIRY 
' RY NORODY INTO XOTHIKG, AND A PASSAGE IN 

SCJ^IPTURE EXPLAINED. 

At the very oatset of this chapter of our inami« 
script, in which' oar author treats of a very 
delicate, a very mysterious, and a very dark 
affair, he premises that he; — 



" woald but shake him. 



Rouse him a Uttle from this death of honour^ 
And shew him what he should be.'' 

He talks of the Squire, whence the reader may 
ccHiclude that he lived at the period whilst the- 
transactions which he relates took place,, and: 
would be careful to'set down no more than wosy 
1^ that time, established by fact, or staii^p^c^ 
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iviththe strongtsst marks of probabUity« He 
;tiren proceeds as follows ;*— 

Where any part of a man's life is dark^ or 
mysterious^ we eah on^ ^m a judgment of 
the case by rasorttng to his former conduct ; ami 
even thi^^mode may be very deceptive, as a man 
nuiy^ in time, get better as mrdl as worse \ but 
there are genentlly some symptoms of either 
amelioration or deterioration. 

That part of the Squire^s coifdact, which we 
are next to consider, was enveloped in mystery *• 

. * A certain bookseller, or rather hook^maket^ who, 
though not a very 'phdn speaking-, is yel a very phdn 
dealing man, as he borrows unmercifuUy from every 
original popular work, without producing any thing orr 
. ginal in his turn, to give the trade an opportunity of re- 
taliating, has procured one of his hread and cheese wri- 
ters to compose a pamphlet, pretending to exhibit the 
secret memoirs of *Squire George and his Wife* -With 
this catch-penny title printed on the ctner of bis ^pok, 
lie 'has vended a considerable number, although 4he in- 
mde consists merely of quotations from aad puerile at. 
tempts at refutation of other works. In particular he has 
borrowed about ten p^^€sliterat)mti verbaCipi from the 
Bising SuttiOWi of which, by means of streamlets of j^jitt : 
me^iftdering through immense fields of margin, helus^^ 
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His wife's character was called into question in a 
most ufiwarnnitAble, and we will ackl, a most 
wanton mannar^ since tbere was not the least 
shadow of a proof of the crime which' was al-^ 
leged against her. She was accnsed of inii« 
delitj, but. by whom^ with whom, when of* 
whcre^ cofdd never be brought forwards. Report 
said that the accnsaticm was edhtained in a letter 
written by a certain gentleman and lady, who, 
however, publicly denied any knowledge of such 
an affair* Through whatever channel the ac^- 
cusation might have come, or whether there 
were any such or not, it was certain that such a 

out ildrty-five pages o£ his own book> which consists of only 
172 in the whole ; that is, he has filched more than one- 
fifth of the whole. Such disgraceful practices are fre- 
quent with this emhient pufclislier (as he modestly style* 
himself) of We S— — t, ami we give^ him, for the 
"present, only this gentle hint as a forerunner of a morej 
severe reproof, if fie do not keep his plagiarisms a little 
more within bounds. What ! shall so liberal and re^pic^ 
able a body of men as that of the booksellers of the nie^ 
tropolis have occasion to exclaim, on account of one 
scabby sheep, in the words of Jack Falstaff :-t-" A pbgue 
a*th* world When there is not honour among thieves 1*^4^ 
:&l|itl9t.oatthe thought ! -^ :^^ 
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^candalom itmiOQr was bozauid about, and ay^ry 

respectable character thoiigl|tprdpoir to vlyise 

for the good 6f posterily^ and the saiisfactitm^ of 

the temnls in general j as well as oat of justice 

io the character of Mrs. Oeorge GUdrtg^tliat 

^meenquiiy should be iastitu^ ititD the reports 

so injurious to tier honour. The adrice vnu, 

in part J pursued : commieedoiietH were nsHnedby 

the Lord to make the enqiiiiy ; but the result of 

it was never suffered to transpire to the puWic. 

WhatcOttld be t^oncloded from this secrecy! 

Why, out of that chmity which is infaerei^ \o 

every hoMsl liberal mind, towards a peisoa 

accused of a crime, particularly one of. the' 

fiiirest and weakest sex : — out of that am iabic rule. 

of law, which directs that where tiiere is the least 

shadow of doubt, the accMscd person shimkl be 

acquitted : we must say ttiat the accusatiou, if 

any were made, or^ if not,t)ie rumour ima falser 

sfondfUousj and malicious: - If this be our rule of 

judgement in cases where an open and manly 

accusation is made, and perhaps^ only fails of 

being substantiated through tlie want of some 

itiAistg^ though necessary, legal proof: docs it 

not apply rtHwre forcibly to a casc^ wbere^?i#i^ 



,y Google 



aGcti8C]f;darti}iu>ty)ewvkis:&Gey aor even avow * 
bkname^ orrtheatUeged mmeis only .fouiideti 
upoiitbetofigue^riunour^ perbs^^^vQIKHBed 
by wnvy, jetiouegr^ or reveilge ?— Certainly- , 

The cireilni«l»ndeB wMck gate rise to this 
charge (lasaoanftkiitius aa i(^ '"WHS m^tbont pr^oof,) 
were tb©.'.fcBaWmg« Mf^. Geotg& GMrig^s 
dftugbler bad been takm^irfimbf^Cvat a» early 
age^ and pkced under proper preceptors and pre* 
ceptreases lo cuUivate h#r nndersiandingy and 
imi»roire her natural graceii* The mother being 
thus destitute o£ the aoiace o£ hi^sband^ child 
and relatives^ and possessed of a 'vtrarm.aiid bene<^ 
Tcient heart, rdieved a distressed '&mily by ta* 
king a boy undar her protection. As a truly 
sensible heart cannqt long remain, devoid of some 
object :'of attachment^ she was fend^ of her 
protegee, and it was vfAI that her aUach« 
ment was of so innocent a natureiu Calumny 
was, as casual, on tbe alert, and it was presently 
whispered that the child was her owrr, and the 
most trifling mafrks of her condescension' «h)ewa 
to parsons of the -dthersex^ were attempted Imiii 
exaggerated into tokens aficriminal gailantt^ 
it was, moreover, asserted tfaatiBbe.expended^I# 
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iiicomeii>.bribing her damestk's to. silence, ' Tlic 
very first stepwiiich she took bit being mformcd 
by <Hie>oif the Squirc^s brothm of the report^ 
the intended inquiry, and tbttt anexamination of 
Ibcr servants' was totakeplaee^ims a.fraak, nobley 
and dignified lefatation' of the latter cilutrmy. 
Slie had not then risei^, and only coolly Tepli»d 
tbat be might take every domestic i» the boose 
vrkh him that in^nt.—*^ But you will want 
sonw) assistance."—^* I will have-none — I will wait 
upon myself."—.** You will, at least, reqiiire the 
help of one to dress youraelf."—^ Take them alt 
with you ; from this; moment I diachargeall my 
household.'' . 

This conduct, upon so sudden a surprise, did 
noiibetray a consciousness of betdg iat tbo merey 
of s(h:?raBts— of mercenary ones^ as easily to be 
ifiikftidated by the power -of her accusers,' as to 
be bHbed by their Maealth* In <Hie word-nit 
lau<^6d the calumny to scorau ' Tliedbarge-WCM 
so laughable (if I may be permUtod sueb a term 
Ibr oneso cSoio/Jca/) that the GommbsiMicfs of 
Iiigxiiry scouted it without catUitg upon the ac« 
loused lady to sHy a syltable in Imv own de&ncf ^ 
aidtjic otkly rcasl^n for keeping thdrproc^;^(|(l||i 
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secret, iw may easily attribute to its utter want . 
of f^uitdittion* * 

As tliescatidfil hail got abroad into the ptjblle 
car, nrhy ;iva8- not tbe lady's irineccnce, if sli^. 
^-erc ianocent, proclaimed as loudly? Stich a 
justification \ras Jier due-^Hshe had an URdtfabted 
right to demand it. 6ut the unfortunate ludy 
Kvsks far. from honfie: she haiT no protectot; for 
Jier liiisbanil, her:natuml protector, had not only 
cleserCed her, but he never stirred in the aj^dr, 
a&if llie honour or dishonour of his wife^as not 
of the7smalh>st consecpieoce to him^ she had no 
friends, for her eneniies had^set all lier fausban(]'s 
family against her; and that sfhe mnst have had ' 
the bitterest of enemies, was evident frcMn the dLi- 
bolical and shameless reports which had been 
«prcad to the prejudice of her person ami cha- 
racter. Wiiat could she do in such A dresad Ail 
predicamojLt! Wliy^ rely on a magnanimoos, 
^ust, brave, a,ad generous people to ^out th^ 
viliainoiis . reports^ and hold up the aQtJhors of 
.ihera to detestation. 6be did so ; and sbefooad 
lliat she did not repose her fame <hi a broken 
^'ced* Theteoauts xeBpected her tlic mfxst^fskt 
^^he 4ptpifra,b]e injuries and psults wh^^h y]^ 
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been teapcd upon her, and which slie had- borne 
tvitk an 'amiable resignation^ though, at the 
s^rae time, with nil the fortitude of conscious 
innocence, ' and all the contempt of insulted 
dignity. They execrated the authors of her 
sufferings, and would have rejoiced to hare 
•seen them dragged forth to public view, and 
suffering the extremity which the law could 
inflict on their infamous designs. And as they 



** the crowded way would sound 
With hissing scorn and murm'ring detestation 
The latest annals woold record their shanie ] 
And wh^n th' avengiag muse, witk pointed ragj^ 
Would sink some impious w^maQ down to hell, 
SheM say she's fi^se, die's base, she's foul as"—. 

«->those wboareguilty) will make theapplicationi 
We shall now enquire into the passive kind 
of conduct maintained by the Squire on this 
unpleasant occasion. Althougli every man of 
sense and feeling must hate approved of his not 
pressing matters against his wife; yet it isim* 
possible that they could have entertained a 
similar opinion of his observing the samept^^ 
conduct in not publicly justifying htt'i^ltjl^ 
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shewing her some token of esteem, if not of 
returning love. We cannot command our pas^ 
«{ons or emotions, whether of affection or an- 
tipatiij; -but it is our dutjr to teep them 
within the bounds of decpncj. A single visit-, 
naj, a single formal complimentarj enquiry into 
the state of her health, would have been suffi- 
cient to evince to the public his disbelief or 
rather his moral certainty of the infamy of the 
accusation or report. But he did Jiothing of the 
tind. 

We say—cviuce to iliepubiic; for they were 
l>ersons very— very nearly concerned in the af- 
fair, and they bad a rigfu to know the result of 
the enquiry. «y the laws of the manor the 
lordship was entailed on th^ laxofuUt/ begotten 
heirs of his ancestor^ and, consequently, of 
himself. The tenants were obUged to swear 
fealty (o the legal possessors, and to maintain 
them in their rights against all usurpers, witt 
thehr fortunes and their lives. They must kno# 
viha «re the l^jgal possessors, to be able ta main-- 
tain their oaths inviolate; and if the wifeoflbe^ 
heir apparent were accused of infidelity, thev 
proofe might extend to the whole of her childr^^^ 

VOL. w. K -, > \^ 
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i^ho ivould consequently be excluded from the 
nberitance and the tenants owed tbem no fealty. 
If any descendaats of the younger branches of 
tb^ Lord's family should, at a future period, 
dispute the legality of the Squire's issue« who 
should be resolved to-maintain it^ all the horrors 
of a cLvU warjxiigfat ensue, like that which we 
liave before mentiaped to have distracted the 
manor of Freeland, bettreen the red and the 
white noses* The tenants and their posterity 
wa-e, therefore, parties as nearly concerned ia 
the issue 6( the enquiry as the Squire himself 
or any of his .family^ It might be said that the 
commission was not a legdl one, but only of a pri« 
4rate natufe to satisfy the parties themselves ; but 
if it was not intended either to fully justify the ao 
cused lady, or if there w|;re no grounds for it, jtQ 
bring mattets to a l^al issue, it was appointed for 
no end at alL But in either case, the public had 
a light, for the reasons before alleged, to be 
acquainted with the result* It might also be 
said that in common life, it is not usual, nay, it 
is reckoned indelicate and improper^ for ^y 
reasons whatever (except by blood very la^a^lS^ 
.connected with the parties) to iuterftre in^L,^^! 
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like the unfortunate situation in xvhich tlic 
Squire and his Lady were placed ; nay^ even to 
talk of it IS generally an obtrusion, and rec- 
koned impertinent; family matters of that kind'* 
are gl^nerally, among people of sense and discrc- 
tion^ asil were forbidden conversation. — Granted. 
But what would be very inddicatef and im- 
proper in common life, where none but the 
parties themselves and the blood very nearly 
connected with them are or ean be concerned, is 
very proper where a whole people are parties td 
the afiair, and their fortunes and lives may be 
staked on the issue. 

Of this opinion was the gentleman who re- 
commended the enquiry, and if his advice was 
followed in part, why not in all? H« con-^ 
eeived that the enquiry would be proper (among 
other ^reasons which we have before/given) for 
the good of poslerilj/j and the satisfaction of th€ 
ttnants in general; by which expressions be 
must have meant the posterity of the tenanfaf, 
as wdl as those of the Lord. The accused:or * 
calumniated lady would naturally be .benefited 
bysttcA a disclosure, as she could only have' 
leecived injury from the accusation or calMpk!« 
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By. Where llu n was the ddicary in this 
mysfcrj ? As matters stood, tlie malignity of 
her enemies reeoiled open themselves, ami her 
character shone the brighter for it* Every fo/rt 
of w hat had been propagated to her disfavour,- 
not only in ihe present instafice, but on the oc- 
casion cff the sepaimtion, waa?to*alty dfebelicvedr 
Her re[^utation was afterwards rendered as white 
as snow, but unhappily hy another and mosi 
dreadful calamity- 

Etigle Frederic bad been tampered with by 
the insidious Bantam till fee had whrfly reduced 
ttie lord of the Gormands; and, having no 
longer ajtyfear of bis thwarting his ambitieuS 
views, he bogan io make the most insolent de- 
mands on Eagle Frederic. Fiiiding that all his 
.Ci)acefisions and forbetirance only served to 
increase tlie ambition, avarice, and encroach- 
ments of the Bantam^ Eagle Frederic at lenglh 
assumed the courage to resist them, and arm 
in his own defence; but the Bantam bad cor- 
rup<ed several of the leaders of his warriors by 
means of bribes, and gave him a signal deSsftir 
W;hich at once deprived him of all his territarli% 
furd drove him to seek refuge under {lie IeIq^ 
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of the lord <tf the Beai»kin«. Among^ ^s in- 
GorruptiUe leaders was the brare Farmer 
Brownwigy the father of Mrs. George Gildrig) 
who vrsB slain, gallantly endeaTOuring to piev^et 
the diisgrace of his lord. 

' This additiomd misfortiiM attached the ge* 
nettms Freeiiaiideis m<Mre firmly aad cpaily to 
Mrs. George Oildrig^ and the Iford and Lady 
again fecmred her at the mansion-house with, 
ewry mark of sincere cordiality and esteem* 
As they were both persons of the most unble- 
latshisd momls, and most rigid ob9ervera of 
decorum, such a veception at oaoe annonnoedT 
the resttU of the enquiry, and must haw for ey^ 
sealed the mouths of her enemies; but the 
Squire did not relent! Although his lady had 
stood the fiery ordeal without flinching, and 
dared her enemies to the prbrf— 

** Let envious jealousy, and canker*d spite 
Produce my actions to severest light, 
And tax my open'day, or secret nig^t : 
DiiA e'er my tongue speak my unguarded heart 
The least incli^*d to play the mmtm's p»rti 
Did e*er my eye cue lawless thought reveal, 
; ^ WJuch sngeH might not hear and virgins tell > 
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AlOiottgh the commissioneis of enquky^on- 
the most strict iixvestigtttioii, wivisi hare ao 
quitted her of the least levky m Iter conduct, as 
was apparent horn ber lenewing her yisits to 
the mansion-bouse^ where wanto^ess^ if it be 
to be found at allj cnfy iUulks abmS ^fnidmgliiy 
Khe caierwauHng cat9 on the gutters of the house* 
top; yet that justice, which would have been 
most grateful to her amiable and (perhaps in 
spite of all her wrongs!) doating heart; that 
justice, for the want <^ which the esteem of aU 
the re»t of the world could not have made her 
amends; that heart, for the loss of which all the 
hearts ip the universe could hot have recom* 
pensed her; that justice and that heart weie still 
withheld from heri 

But there is another and a better world f(»r 
some folks whose reckonings are clear; andano* 
ither and a worse world for other folks whose 
accounts will not bear them through! 

We will accuse no one— »we will not judge the 

^^jjiemmsj -who have laboured openly and 

^ secretly to sow disunion and disonrd in a familj) 

and to supplant a most amiable and affisctioDate 

tirife in the love and esteem of her husbilid j 
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that would be to afrogate to ourselves a; pri- 
vflege .of tiM Sopieme Being. But as A|» 
Scriptures enjoin us to render to Gesar vsh^U is 
€msar^sdue;ym may reasmably presume that 
the Aliuigfaty will take eqpecial care tlrnt the 
D^ sfaidl ^re hh own ! 
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CHAPTER X. 

MORE MISFORTVKEir ARISIKO FROM TITE INABlLITT 

OP PXTTTIHG OlD heads on TOVHC SHOVLDERS4 

A SHOW AD CAPTAHDITM VVUOtl^, AND SUOBT^ OF 
HAKD BT A WBU^KNOW^ mountebank: A GE- 
NUINE ANECDOTE. . 

The Manor of Freeland, at tWs time, resembled 
a vessel at sea without either rudder or compass. 
After Brush was gone, the main hinge of the door 
was broken o£F^ and the door itself, dragging 
enormous ruin with it, threatened to fall on the 
devoted heads of the Freelandere. Whoever 
had cai^llyexpaored the regions of history^ 
must have observed, that where nations are 
running to decay, there arc c^ain infallible 
prognostics of the approaching rum; men lei 
every thing go to fortune^ or, as the more forciUe 
^Tession of the vulgar tongue has it, run to Ihe, 
j^'^likeswlors, who when they see all 1^^^ 
^Mois to keep tie diip ftoni diiftiDg c»af ^~ 
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sliore iiieflectual, desist from Libour, and plunder 
t?ic store-rooms, to" drown with intoxicating 
spirits the thon<^hts ofapproachinganuihilationi. 
Nations are but larger kinds of manors, and this 
was exactly the state of the manor of FrcelaiuL 
Every one had some machine ijpady to force the 
public stoHMTooms; all appeared eager for 
plunderyand, as will alwHys ha^)6n in trouble-' 
fcome time, the scum was- uppermost. Tliesitu-^ 
at ion of the ship became every day more 
critical, and they knew not of any skill in their 
ttntriod pilots which could restore thein to any 
thing lite confidence : — » . 

■ ■ ■■'■■ ■ ■« ■ ■ « Each peHy hand 
' Can steer a ship becalm' d ; but he, that yi'xW 
Govern and carry her to his ends, must know 
His tides, his currents ; how to slilft his sails ; 
Wliat she will bear in foul, what in fair, weathci? ;. 
Where her spriugsarc, her leaks ; and how to stop them t 
Whatsaods, what shelves, what rocks, do threaten her J" 
The forces and the natures of ait winds. 
Gusts, storms, and tempests; when hei keel ploughs heQ 
And deck knocks beav'n; then, then to manage lier ^ 
Becomes the name and office of a pilot.** 

Johnson's Catiline* .^ 

Now the Freeland pilot was but a pdti/ has^l 
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and had never before been muster of a coclboat, 
and all his fiands were, as the saildrs say, only a 
puTcelofland'lubbers. " 

The fiegociatiofl for peace, which Brush had: 
been earrying on with erery ^^ro^pcct of success y 
^ was soon knocked on the head after his departure ; 
the rest of the household attempted to walk in 
hjs shoes, but they were too big for them, and 
threw them down at every step. The Bantam, 
who had felt some awe of tbe talents of Brush, 
thought he might profit more by the inexparienoe 
nf %is successors in war, than by a peace. He 
marched on to new conquests, and, as we hare 
already mentioned, he drove Eagle Frederic out 
of the cock-pit by a single blow. Then foilowr- 
ing the bent of his implacable hatred towards 
Fr^land, for the gratification of which he 
minded no sacrifice of honour, honesty, and 
blood, and would have agonized the universe, he 
fell upon some neutral places on the edge of the 
moat, on his own side of it, by means of which 
the Freelauiders still carried on their trade, and 
seized and confiscated all their property. When 
the inhabitants of one of the most consii 
^ees waited ni)on liim to j^at put thuil 
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injuf iii^ the teoiahls of his own manor as well as 
itbose of FreelaocI, as through their means all 
the remaining tmde of that quarter was carried 
on to the great aflvantage of the Gulls, as well 
as of their enemies, and that if lit persisted in 
shutting up their porf, trade would be annihi- 
lated: the little tyrant replied^ that that was * 
exactly what he wished ; there should be no 
irade; it were better there were none than that 
it should be mcmopolized by the Freelanders* 
"So desperately may the Times be ridden by ene 
4}{ the most contemptible creatures existing ut 
ifaemi The Freelanders felt the efl^ts of his 
envy, and the stagnation of their trade see^ied 
to have stunned them £>r a while. They were 
like:Hudibra&:— 

• " Whose only solace was that now 
His dog-bolt fortune was so low. 
That either it must quickly encl> 
Or turn about again and mend." 

But recollecting that their chief dependence was 
on themselves, they soon regained their usuftl 
spirit of enterprize, and convinced the Bantana 
that, like Antaeus, the earth was their parent^ 
,jmd renewed their vigour whenefer they wei:p 
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brought do^n to it. This was not fabulous, 
but literally true. Whilst their agriculturdl 
industry supplied their manufactures, and theirs 
supplied the world, nothing but the grossest 
jnismanagement of their affairs could make 
bankrupts of them; nought but (he corruption 
of their own representatives could make slaves of 
them. . 

But this corruption did really exist to a most 
dreadful and alarming degree^ and was much-^ 
much more to be deprecated than the force of 
any foreign power. We m ust now, unwillingly, 
and with a degree of loathsomeness, proceed to 
give some few examples of it. 

In the midst of this gloom, another show 
sprang up for the public diversion; we callila 
shoWy for it really was one. Although the oc- 
casion was the solemn exercise of the grand and 
almost only remaining privilege of the tenantry; 
yet by the ingenuitj^ of the candidates and their 
supporters, the corruption on one side and the 
popular indignation on the other, it was more 
vilely burlesqued than ever was. one of Sliak" 
speawiJj^jlliest tragedies at Bartholomew or p^y 
orther &^\ But as a little trifling entertiiinniijpl^ 
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was plajed off be&re the grand piece^ as' Bayei 
says, to insiiiiiate the plot of the latter into the 
boxes, pit, and gallery, ive must, oi^ this occasion, 
follow his example, as the plot of one grand 
{Hece was, through the art of tho managers, no 
less confused than any of his. 

An election of a delegate to the Commbu 
Hall was to take place at the s ign of th e West* 
minster AnB8> in the room of the late secretary, 
and some of the electors, ^bo had always been 
his admirers, imagined that Merryinan would 
be the fittest person to succeed him, as he had 
alwajTS been his political shadow. These persona 
were, sncii as were either mistaken in Merry man 's 
abQities, or had been blinded by the dust which 
flew from the Summer Ifouse* Brush himself^ 
although he found a good tool iq Menyman^ 
was too well aware of his dissolut^iess and indo» 
laice not to be afmid to trust him with any 
considerable post, as was evident enough fitim- 
the circuittstance that Merryman was not present 
with the new housdiold when they were first 
presented to the Lord, and that the office to 
wbich he was afterwards appointed was not 

vol., II. i# 
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filled for ffQine time aAenrards. They were 
afraid either to trust, him or to brmk with him, 
aa be was wery harchnrndhed^ If it should be 
gnmted to these persoiiseither blkded bj mistake 
(for tbeie is no recomjr qf people blinded bj 
gold-dust^ that tliey had not had time enough^, 
siooe th^ death of Brush, to discover that Morj* 
man was only an opaque body, like the moon^ 
and borrowed all his light from Uie^sun, Brush; 
^and that when the earth {the grave) was between, 
them^ all Merryman^s splendour, was edipsedi. 
jet why would they not take his own wc»d for it 
when he, with more art than honesfj, confessedl 
that he was unfit to succeed his revered Mepidt 
Brush in a public office, as be had always beea 
csstremely indolent in his own private GOi|cen» ? 
They must have been of that description of peo« 
pie who, after they have once given aa opuuim 
of a man, will never bcinduced tb own their er* 
ror although they themselves are fully sensible 
p{ it. Merryman played ibe coquMe as artfully 
fis if bjQt^ad been an actor in Ben Joiison^s days^ 
wh^ the female parts were perforined by ipen, 
wpA had grounded himsdf by j^acticQ in all tb0 
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crocodile art; he whimpered— he whined— he 
drew forth a ieat*^ by meaos of an onion or 
oihexwii^y and exhibited a scene which could be * 
equalled only by Qoirke's dagger scene. ^^ It 
was one thing/*^ he said, ^^ to lepresent the deo- 
tors of i|^ Westminster 4f»^^Qd another thuig 
to lepvesent those of ^ Staffordshire Afwuji The 
.Ibrmer werp, at least, the second body of the 
kind in the nuinor; but he bad represented the 
latter for many years, imd he was highly iti' 

■'* . i ! ■ , .1 ■ ■ ■ — w ■,■..■.■.■■■■■ H i I I I , Pi 

* The following anecdote (which is matter of fact) 
siay serve aa a shining proof oi t]ie reverence of this by- 
pociite and his colleagues for the luemory of their dearest 

friend. On the night of the interment of the remains of 
Bsush^ Merryman went to a pastry-cook, who had jns^ 
•ct up in business near A— y H c , in P— —y, and 
ordered a supper lor Mr. Merrymanand the other friends 
•f Mr. 9ra$h. The supper was excelient, but Mr. 
Brush's friends /orgo* to pay for it, and the poor pastry- 
cook nxust put it down to thf memory qfMr. Brush, — Hy ^ 
pocrites ! could ye not be honest on such an pccasionl^ 
Ye can shed tears (Merryman's sentimental French plate) 
because they cast nothing, and serve to gull fools : but 

.must 9 tradesman's femily be at the expends of the hist 
tribute to the departed friend about whom you have pr^ 

'tended to blubber so much ? Froh pudor I 
l9 
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dd>ted to Ihem* He would^ therefore, wi^h the 
utmost relnctajDce, resign the high honour which 
they intended for him, to some person more-ca^ 
pable of filling the duties of auch a^tation.^' Al- 
most any man was that person ; ^rtt on& of the 
electors had no sooner taken him at his ^yord, 
and prxiposed a most respectable gentleman^ 
than Merryman's jeak>iisy miide a broiUi disco- 
rery of his duplicity by ftttacknig both the pro* 
poser and the proposed*. The fiict was that 
though, from the most interested motives, he de- 
clined the present oflfer, yet he looked upon it as 
a kind of insult that any person should be deem- 
ed fit to succeed the late secretarjii . but hiaisd£ 
The reasons of his doclensiou jgwe, hoi7i^t>«r, 
obvious enough to the eye of common sense. 
By the constitution of the manor, a general elec^ 

• tion of delegates was to take place in every se- 
^ Tenth year ; the period of the next general cfec- 
' iion was oiily some nAutJhs distant ;: and he would 

not shew his ingratitude to hicr old constilueiks 

for so short a reign,..particttlarly a» he wanted 

: Id make such a m^it with than of this tsi|p0^ 

* lary preference given to themselves over one' ^ 
Hie first bodies la the raanor^^as should ^l^^ 

^ - . ^ . '. ^,.' 
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them to aceept hisbdofoed son uk his itx>m at tbe 
nexf general ekietiob, ivhea he had fullj piede* 
termini to desert them. ' 

^ *' We^li mode Ihe time with fairest ihov ; 
False face must hide whal the &)ie heart doth kiiow." 

8RAK(5FEAaB» 

Mtrrymao^ (Jppiicity and artifice, }|owe¥er^ 
had nearly, very nearly, ffliscarried in the gmvi 
point ; it totally failed in the secondary point| 
aiidy in the end, Uew away aSl the Imseleiss fabric 
of bis unmerited ftme. The electon, who as* 
sembled'at th^Westminster Arms^ivere, as we 
have already said^ at least the iBecond body of 
that kind u| the manor; and, from their respeo% 
iability, and their neighbourhood totheCoamon 
^^^[^'^ they had always enjoyed a great weight 
with the steward. Merrymap, buoyed up with 
the apparently voluntary oflfer of the electors to 
choose him for their representative, haughtily 
ikclgved, previously to the gmeral election, that 
he would not be indebted for his election to the 
least ioia of homehoU influence; his vanity, 
loade hio^ imagine that he conrld depend oii the 
nme attachment of the. electors as his predeces- 
sor had aijoyed, and that^ through them^ ha. 
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coiM mabs hm mmtmoB^^^M^lSbeBbimtadz bat 
Le found i wn i rf ia flrt ^^ 
in the meu, M^oS^ ^nmidkfOKtiaML-w jpart 
of biscnlnnitMlfiicCw; :ii]i giivi^cntattBBinifn^ 
at tlie Sanuii^HoQBe imiMt.ibt JSm^ Sun 
dtone ^rith:^ffiQstH<|w sfAaUonrf) >^^ 
Itfatddl b/ 4lUne ?.%lMiiliri: «aByv/seiM5<of 
jprofKneiy^ alMi iqr iMir^oowib pirifiKto oKditois^ 
•saninnA «tacl wut^f kmeitjr; Ms intended 
deielietion of bk old teonfltHncniv^ vas^ rigMj 
eoDttroed into a mmt of gntitiBk$ /andiJ^ppy 
-woidd it bave been for tbe teoantft at lasgeif tbe 
eleotofs of the Westminst^SLnns ftadgiranMm 
a d^eat at tbe gaaeialeleetiOR, «id icdaoeilbiin 
to the diui|^biH whence be sprang. Heironld 
then ba^e bad no opportunity of mtsaj^pljing 
the public 'money in tbe subfenion of Uieii 
"dearest rights, as we shall hereafter bave to shew 
tbe reader tiiat he did. 

When called upon either by creditois or oc* 
'0liimtm€f, (&r snch a man can have no firi^s,) 
ip iqmy former debts or &yourS| bfe^^uOTDt 
coin was reof^ mt, whidi may be pleasii^^ 

' ■ i,w..« , 1 . .1 '^i^ihMi 

« VideFwntispiece. . - ^^^^ 
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fimesy but is quite the levene witk tradeiaiea 
whose fiumlies aw in mmtof mmi^ cofA. 

One of the ftiii% irith which he pot off ao 
acqiiai]itanoe,irtio came tK^ ask him a fevour, 
k so good, duA^ as it is not altogether foreign ta 
our purpose of describing tiie Squiie and his 
partf ^ weshali«Aink its wit will prove asuflSi* 
dent apokgjrtor Aeveader for ii^odud^g it 

A certain muskssit firiend of the musical Mrs# 
CSaress-all, whowaa remarkable for turning old 
Italian musicid cempcfsilions into new English 
ones, as the Jewa deal bj second<jiand clothes^ 
and make them, as thejF would haTe us bd^iere^ 
beUer than nem; had openeda murical — not a 
shop-*-no, a sahvn! Re had transposed a shop 
into a saloon, for the purpose of sending the 
Iroifjm^afJDnr of Italian composers into his own 
Irish bodj* But the Squire's party had no 
sooner come int0 power than, knowing them to 
be a Tgei administratidny he formed the idea of 
uniting Bacchus with ApoUc^ that is, of adding 
^^le wine to his muacal tmde. With this ^w^ 
ike oaUed upon his iAd acquaintance MenyoAii^ 
' ^mA solidlad^ot <Hily his own custom, bni hit 
Inteisrtwith his &iends,m the bottle way» Mtt^ 
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jyaumteflSeA thtt as &ft Mmaelf he had not paid 
his mna^merchant^ vha kad bail '^h in him 
Smt aevoitoen years past, and that ha couU not 
leave him till He had peAd his blU, Which would 
be, God knew Nf bent A^-fttf bis^vtods, he be^ 
Kevodihey were mdst oF-^m in flie same con«« 
ditirni. Biit^lthda^h llteijr'cibtotii was out of 
the qaestioo, he would give him^ if he thought 
proper to accept it, a motto to put on his sign^ 
which might prove of great service to him in his 
dmible trade* The compeser, I beg pnrdpn — I 
should have said tKe transposer, being awaie of 
the service which Merryipan's wit bad been <^ 
to himself in bis own ihuble deaUags^ thankfuliy 
accepted tbeofier.— << Well then,'* said Meny** 
inan^ ^^'put on your sign-board these wordsr— 
M ♦*»«*^ Importer of Music^ and Con^poser of 

Whether through the &rce of this jaillery, or 
the disappoinbnent of such expected good cq8*> 
^Hners, the wine trade came to nothing, and 
JIfariyman had, perhaps, the merit of being 
imtfainkingly conducive to the health of aeime 
mf ^ Jjord^B tenants, which must have sufib!«t 
mim /fiom tiiese eomposiiioM drnprninaled 
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VHtie^. than firovi any wuincof. coofKMuiira 
wliicb^ hongr-lifce} ivas indiiMtnaiidy piifaed 
from every flower. 

But we come now to the gnuid Aow--4be ge- 
Bend dectum, in which ve shall see Mr, Mpry*^ 
man paiiled at fulllei^^,and coxvnptioa xxf^ 
blnshin^Iy shjowiog i^ ^p^^ 
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CHAPTER Xf. M 

^ * 

*pSRrMOUtt Of POPVLAK ^L^CTIOlfl.— -GB.fV|m<'G 
TRIUdVeV A HO&8E^COLLA9^; AKD SPECIMENS OP 
THB YVLGAR TONGUE ADAPTED TO THE USE OP 

GENTLEMEN, 

Mr. Locke, in Ii& treatise onGofmvmeaty mn3» 
it among those branches of trust in the exeentire 
magistrate ivhicb^, accc»ding to bis notions^, 
amount to a dissolution of the gOTemment, if he 
employs the force^ treasure,, and oflGices <^ the 
society to coirupt the irepiescntatives, or openly 
t6 pre-engage the- eliBCtmrs^ and prescribe what 
i^anner of persons shall be chosen. For thus io 
regulate candidates and electors, and newnnodel 
the ways of election ; — ^what is- it, says he, but to^ 
cut up the govemment by the roots^ and pojson- 
the igsry fountain of public security? H^at 
. eke, indeed, is ik ? If the society is divided ttoto 
three estates, andl it is death on the lowest to Ia^ 
fringe upw the existence of the hig^be^il^ 
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must^ at least, amotmt to a dissolution of tbe 
compact) if the highest cut up the chief privi* 
lege of the lowest by the root. Blackstoue^ 
another teamed writer on the afikirs of Eng« 
\hild, remarks^ that it is ^ential to the very' 
h&ng of pdrliameiits, that ekcti^ ^lottfcl be 
aflbsolu^y free^ and l^erefine idl undue inflUaices 
upon the etectois weare iil(^, and Wrongly pro- 
bibited. After enumerating the laws Which were 
ibm in force for securing the fieedom of elections 
to tbe p^of^ he »ys t*^«< tJnAiiAinfltt^nce being 
tbus(I wish the depravity trf mankind would 
permit me to say eflisctuallyl guarded af^inst^ 
-tbe election is to be proceeded to on the day ap« 
pointed (the sheiriff, or other returning officer 
first taking an oath against bribery, and f<» ^ 
4iie ewBcution ®f kk office). The electore alsoare 
ccNQFipellable to take the oath agaiwt bribery fed 
conmption, and it might not be amiss if themerti* 
b«» elected were bound to take the same oath 
which, in aU probability, would bemore el^i 
toat than admmistering it only to the elebtoi^.** 
We think it i^ould be an improvement on S^ladt^ 
stone, if the ministry were also obliged to 14fc# 
4t^«ttl6oat|[« :i 
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Locke and Blackstoiie were both of them 
good JSnglisbiiieii, and fimi stipporterfi of the 
geiiti»i?e constitution ! 

Now, although froin these woids of two soand 
writen^ we~ may collect that electims were the 
n^osf soIoM afiain, and that the ^visdom of par- 
liament had devised every itieans to prevent an 
imdue influence or cdrmption over or in them, 
yet they were notoriously made themost scanda- 
lous scenes of debaucheiy, corruption, and ex- 
cess that the mind of man cotdd ^ever form an 
idea of. The elections of the manor of Freehnd 
yere founded oa the very same nsbde, and, we 
are soxry to add, carried on in the very same 
''manner. The fact of corruption was so noto- 
rious, that even Billy Vortex himself had com- 
menced his career as a patriot,, by professing 
himself a friend to a reformation of the Common 
HaU*'-*Quirke was of the same of>inionr but 
when the former was a placeman, and the latter a 
pensioner, on a motion made by Oreygoose in the 
Common Hall, to bring about thatdesiYable end, 
they both vehemently ppposedit, Oa accoimt of 
"^he insurrection in the manor of the G^aS^ 
]t&rryman warmly espoused the cac^ of refiMSj 
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and said :^^ Thh it b Umt sours tbe tempfl 
th^ people, t^tOJeitber m.the cbujpcbi the an 
the flotilla, or aay public qffice, w«8 any 
pointoient pYPh\>^i ia ooniseq^ciQce ef bcM 
ho^d in^ueace; tlmt,. in €<;Hise()iieQcey cari 
ix^jpritie9mi!e^ai.tba wittipf ih^ ' 

Aort, wbet^Qi;ttj^ c^ iuiD^ to the cLnrch, 
army,, tl^e &ofi^JSiJ m riQ the ^common hai) 
could oiilj^Qtapfvethe-s^odft of inevitable! do 
in the consft{tttAipfi of tb« manor/'-^Heafflrn 
ths^t •tb.i^ Qt;ti^t^ of refetm vibich tie and 
fr^idsji^d in vieir ivouldbe p^fseviered in xx 
it ish^i^iJIi^^otttaU^ aocoiapliftbed* Wai 
possible tbat til U. man and lus son could noto 
bepojoneineffident nnd uadlesa placemen, but co 
converti or rather pervert the puUio money 
tlie purposes af corriipting^ electors ?~Go 
ie{^%f and you will be.able to judge for your 
When the period of the general electicm 
rival, Merrym^n declareid liunself one of 
candidates to rapsessnt the dectors at tJbg "^ 

I minster ^ A y wm aibi as he had declared thai 
would not accept. of 4he household interest, 

V ste\yard tliougbt be might as well assist ano 
caii^id^te, and thus have both the del(!gat€ 

VOL. II. - M 

Digitized by Google * 



122* V ' THE RlglNe^ sun:, 

^ „ "iiis interest. They, therefore,^ put up one Sam 
^•^ Bonnet, abrave man, who had ably def^ded 
his country against tli^ enemy on board the 
flotilla, for the other candidate. The electors 
had nothing to allege ags^inst Bonnet, but that 
he was nbmseliold man, and could not attend ta 
his duty on boiird the tlotiila and in the Common 
Hall, at one»and the same time. 

The independent electors were, however, indig- 
nant that the steward should attempt to dictate 
to them the choice of both their representatives, 
and tliey put up one Paul ^^ubers^ the son 
of a Scotch tailor^ who had commenced his 
career as a patriot, but whgfc^her with a view like 
his predec9fi8ors, in ending as a placeman, we 
have not heard. 

IVIerryman had fo oftc0 told the story in pub- 
lic, of his being a. sincere friend of the tenants, 
Ihat^ perhaps, like some, olher story-tellers we 
have heard qf, he believed it himself; he cer- 
tainly hug^^ hiras( tf in the idea that the greater 
part" of tht? tenants believtxl it, and thought 
himself so secure of his etection, that he mooke^; 
''^^ll opposition to scorn. His o'-y tongue 
Iptig |juayed him up, that he imagincd^^; V 
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" Tlie^orld was still deceiv'd with ornament: 
> . Ill law, what plea so tainted and corrupt. 

But, being season'd with a gracious voice, / 

And cover'd with fair specious subtleties. 
Obscures the show of reason? In religion. 
What damned error, but some sober brow 
Will bless it, and approve it with a textjk 
There is no vice so artless, but assumes 
Some mark of virtue on its outward parts, -* 
Hiding the grossness with fair ornament.*' 

If the electors could have possibly overlooked 
the grossness of his conduct 9fyex his coming into 
office, he might have said with a certain drunken 
actor of the present d<iy, who having insulted 
ilie public on manj^ occasions^ aiul one night 
more^^porticularly so, went behind the scenes and 
exclaimed : -«" There; if they will takathtay they 
will take any thing .'" But (he very first opening 
of the election coaviuced Merryman th^t the 
electors would not talce any thing. 

'A stage having been erected in a cabbage gar^ ^ 
ifeff, belonging to the Westminster Arms^ far the '''\ 
adcommodationofUie candidates suid their par^. 
ticular friends; .the first who appeared on Ji^ \ 
mras Paul Sheers,, accompanied by Mr. J^tuxi^f^fCj^ 
J^wbcata a rich indep^dent gentleptian, anp1^. 

*•'. "■ '.' ..-..• DgtzedbyGoOQle "^ 
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Mr. CdtMm^ a mutt of great talentt miditraigth 
of mind, ai bis fr iendi. The populfice fpreeicd 
tbem with their Ibudest plauditit.— Next came 
Merryman, who appeared to have not quite slept 
aivay the dose which be had talien on the pre- 
ceding niey^ and to ba?e been hurried out 6f 
bed by ^^ JD^^ ^^ ^^^ Pbter Rohb and 
Sammt JEEMfK^BRfiAiVy two potfiotsy wbo were 
only waiting for a wind (o go about, the former 
to a pension^ and the latter to the second story 
df the mansion-bouse. <— The populace hissed 
ifritb every mai% of indignation md contempt^ 
and ibeir hisses and rerilings first awoke Iferry* 
man front bb dream of popularity, at the loss 
of which he was evidently much surprised and 
iKsappointed. Sam Bonnet tlieii mounted the 
stagVy with several respectable friends, but be 
was rtot well recjeived by the independent elec- 
tors, because they knew him to be a steward*^ 
Ann. 

After some little preliminary skmnishings^ttie 
tondidates were named, and a sliow of hands pro- 
ceeded in, wiiich appeared io be in favour of 
Sheers and Bonnet, but Merry man demanded a 
j^bjff, which was immciinitely commenced./ -^kr 
. . \ ' ' - • . .• 
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poll might be kept open, if the candidates per- 
sisted, fifteen days, biit na longer, to give all 
the electors an opportunity to vote. At the close " 
of the first day, Sheers was a-head, Meityman 
next, and Bonnet last. Merryman was so cha- 
grined at the unexpected and strenuous opposi- 
tion which he was likely to meet with, where he 
expected to walk over the course^ and at the re- 
viliugs of the vulgar, whom, from a congeniality ' 
of manners and sentiments, he expected to find 
on bis side, that he lost the littlc^jSf the air and 
language of a gentleman which he liffd picked 
iip4n the company of such, and left the stage, 
growling out' that they were a set of black- 
guards, and he would.be d — d before he would 
stay any ' longer. This was rather coarse Ian- ' 
g.uage for one who afterwards accused his com- 
petitor Sheers, of being irritable and scurrilous ! 
As Merryman was going off, 'one of the raob^ 
struck at him with a bludgeon; but, the blow 
was prevented by one of the '})y-standers fropt 
takin]> plade, it would else, in all probability,.; 
have provc'd a receipt iiufull to the treasurer* ' 

On the second day, Merryman, who hs^d b6ep- 

couvinced of th'* slippery tenure of Jjcmii^ityjtv 

m3 • ■•••.'•.'-vvvM-S:«-. 
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and that be wai on the desaensui A'9ertn--4mei 
to fctrace his steps, tvas said to be f^en so iU 
thai he could not appear on the stage. But this 
-mt oaly a feint^ probably io excite the popular 
indignntion against the raffian \Tho had attacked 
him, and io raise their coinmtseration in his 
faTour, for he ivas seen walking about, soliciting 
the electors/ and had, as one of the candidates, 
Slicers, said of him, received no other blow-^-but 
that which his o^n hand had levelled at his own 
head, by drinking to drown disappointracnt. 
On thisday's poU, Sheers was first, and Merry 
man last. In the absence cf his friend Merry- 
man, Peter Bore, of Stentorian,* stamn^rtog, 
stambliiig memory, harangued the electors in 
hii behalf^ but they made more noise than he 
dh!, and kindly prevented him from exposing 
his own foHy.' The issue of. the third day was 
similar. Merrymao who had staried with haugh- 
tily daselaipning all household In&vitikCi^^ was now 
dlivcn (0 the humiliatin<i: necessity of solicitiag 
itniosl humbly, and witii difficulty obtaiued a 
coaUtion between himself and Bonnet, which 
r^dered the independent electors more cnrag^ 
ags^dt both of them. To make up for the no^/ 
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Mip^peixhoee 6( Menryman, a pantomimiG trick 
-was resorted to. The scene-shifters, candle-snu& 
&Ys^ stipeniHmeraries, and bill-stickers of his 
theatre, lippeated before the stage on the fourth 
dakfj some of theoi carrying a pole mounted T?ith 
a cabbage, and a tailor^s goose, and others, a 
bdard> on ivhich sat a monkey, the supposed re- 
I»«sentatiYe of a tailor at work. This curious 
prclcession was iiitended in ridicule of Sheers, 
but Jthe monkey might equally well hare been 
taken for the representative of the absent candi- 
date, and was as serviceabte a one as Air. Bore. 
Sheers still led the way, and Merry man closed 
the rear. 

Matters went on thus during the first six days, 
and on the seventh it was evident that Bonnet 
was sure of being one of the elected, and that 
the contest would lay between the other two. 
As Merryman, who had now re-appeared^ and 
Sheers had discovered nearly an equal talent for 
buffoonery, invective, and grinning adchp^dum 
vufgm, the populace proposed that they stiould^ 
grin throngh horse-collars, and exert their t^^^ 
lents at bespattering each other for their amiiac^^ 
nmty and held up their favour as the ipl^i 
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of the one who should eTiBce most taknts'bi his 
art. r^' 

The proposal wa« accepted by the two rivai 
candidates, and the horse-collars were instantly 
broiia^ht and put round their necks to add to the 
solemmtff'^ of the scene.-r-Sheers then b^^ the 
following dialogue with his friers among the- 
populace r 

; Sheers. Who is he who obtains goods under 
false pretences ? 
. Mob. A swindler. 

Sheers. Who never pays his debts ? 

Mob. A swindler. 

Sheers. Who lives, upon the property an* 
ijaeans of others ? 

Mob. A swindler.- . c 

Sheers, ^hould^a swindler be a delegate to the 
Common Hall ? 

Mob. No, no, no Merryman! 

Merryman. Who is this Mr. Sheers? Is he of 
liigh bUxKl ? Is he even a gentleman ? No, no, 
he is the son of a tailor, and if he will resign bis 
absurd and ibolish pretensions and oppo&i- 
tion, he shall be appointed master-tailor of my 
thealte. , ...*?. 
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3M. Will yon pay blm Ut Mlarf I None of 
yc«r pantomimic trickii tnpii and cbanfea ia 
tuck ui out of oar rightsi No mountebank 
member 1 Hoaeit men pajr their debtt, roguei do 
not. 

MtfTjfmm* Gentlemen, I bare lotened to 70D| 
and jou are d— d fooLinot to hearme» I am 
not to be deterred by hired raffians^nndfromsnek 
onlj I receife abuse. I ask you— Is the son of 
a Scotch tailor, who was half starred upon cab-i 
bage and broth, but grew &( upon abeacHeshipr 
•i-is that son who is scarodj higher than a 
tailor*s yard^ who went from Ihome a dk^ and 
returned tifool; is that man to be put m compe- 
tKion with one who has served you twenty-six 
yean! Is the Tulip ctf the gaiden, the Daffy*: 
down-dilly oHheaunmer^kimse^ to be oustod:by> 
a cabbage-stalk ? 

Mob* Pmy, Mr. Menyman^isit not as honour* 
able to be bom on a tailor's sbop4>otfd as on ar 
roountdbank's stage? Is there no coMog^ ia your 
summ€r*hou8e? 

Sheers. Yes, and a hell too, to hide H in« 
^ho denounced a steward as the gii^test enemy 
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to the tenantry, and pledged himself to bring 
him tir trial? 

Mob. The Tulip. 

Sheers. Who has associated with that same 
steward afterwards, and joined him in a worse 
system of corrnption than that which he had 
before deprecated ? * 

Mob. The Daffy-down-dilly. 

'Sheers. Who is it that, when in opposition^ 

was perpetually declaiming against jo'bs, places, 

and public delinquency; but, when in phce^ be» 

comes the colleague of rogues, and the screened 

. of guilt? 

• Mob. The Tulip. 

Sheers. Who is it that brow-beats ^tft pur- 
suers of guilt, and throws obstacles in the way 
of all proper and just enquiry ? 

Mob. The Daffy-down-dilly. 
- Sheers. Who is it that disgusts people by the 
prdligacy and apostacy of his actions, and then> 
^ ^proachestbem with being a hired mob ? 

Mob. The Tulip. 
.Sheers. Who is it that has spent his wihole 
Wk M a system of delusion^ fraud, and hjsp^^. 
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crisy,^paying' no debts that he ever contracted, 
unless when be bartered principles ibr place^ 
sftid' discharged them with the plunder of his 
country? 

Mob. The Daffy-down-dilly. 
. S/beers. Who is it that has become the sup- 
porter of the same men, and the same desperate 
system, which has mortgaged the tenants of Fiee« 
land. manor from head to foot-— leaving scarcely 
any thing which can be taxed that is not aU 
ready taxed, after opening our veins, and draining 
them so long, that they have left nothing but 
our heart's blood ? 

Mob. The Tulip- 

Sheers. If such a man can be found, does he 
not deserve to swing upon that gallows that ht 
screens, by his duplicity, others from, ratfaet 
than be returned to the Common Hall by the 
very tenants whom he has so fleeced and be- 
trayedi ^ 

Mob. Yes ; no Tulip, no Dafly-down-dilly ! 
tread him. under foot! 

Mtrryman. Gentlemen, I am here acandidate 
for the.cai^se of you all. I challenge the wholir 
l?bdy 'of the /ott^er classes to point out a single 
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instance vbere I liaYe not acted as their friend. . 
J shall conclude bj saying that I thank my 
friends, and scorn my enendes, and shall be pie* 
pared to grin through this borse*collar to the last 
against my opponent. \Goei cff. 

Sheers. Who is asking to be one of your de- 
lates ? The son of iln obscure Irish player, a 
profisasion proscribed by our laws, and its follow- 
eis stigmatized as incorrigible idgues and vaga* 
bonds. Possessedi^a considerable share of ribal* 
dry, obscenity, and dissoluteness of manpars, this 
harkquin ^n of a tnomHebtmk father was in* 
dulged by some few of the depraved gentry of 
the age with an admission into their society as a 
hired jester, in which eaptu^ity be moved Aroi^h 
all the gradations of meanness, tricking, mid im» 
pudence, to the station which he now fills. 

His career has been marked with every species 
4if profligacy and extravagance, to support' 
which, he has been compelled io resort to cuh« 
^ingand vile imposture. I will not make any 
, honest man blush by a recital of them. • 
, The ruin of hundreds of industrious tradesmen^ 
a94 their^ numerous families aie the evidences^ 
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and will rise in vengeance against such oppres* 

lOIS. 

In his public character, he was a systematic 
opposer (right or wrong) Qf aft the measures of 
(he household; but when admitted among them,^ 
he propMed" tire same measures; the inconsisteiit 
tergiveisatiixg^ patriot, and the apostate of public 
liberty. Debased ;— sunk below the possibility 
of recoTei7^ mortified addstna^ toihesoulby\ 
thesucoes^^his ^pponents^ this would-be, and 
caniiot<»b8,^pqp9larcaBdidftte, en his. knees oMrt 
humbly suw his -masiem toifaifeeJumvfromtbd 
dirt. Thegr^ mil nuse Jiiiiiy» but only to nmke 
him Iheir tool, 4lieir dependent^ tlmr slave: M^ill 
you b& i^iiaeaented lq|r»uch ^ pevsoa f 

Mob. No^ no; no Merryman« Sheers for 
ever! 
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HOLDERS KNQCAEJ) D^HH., W4;i^^|X4f^Jit,^.43gK ri 
CLUB.T-^FABLE OF THE^ '45^6 AKD :^HE jBO^X* 

rjnnaatckMd:>tlie^>fea«i- S^wmi!^ Bfmnbfeai ' 
pongpAiikitod^thtiwri gjjii idli l i f -dflDt^ 

g^ioggi^c^iuid. . WitkvespecMo4l|e.ob|eelioiuK 
against his othcE fiiewl^ Bdiaiet)>l^'de|ireottted ' 
the idea thata pkoeiiM^<XHdd notte addqgate 
to the .Common Hall. ' ''. 

Mob. Art not yau, yottrself, in apectation 
of a: j^aicei Sammy I (No answer.) What I 
Sammy, are.^ou ashamed Ui avow that you am 
going to turn tail on your fonner principles to 
gain a seat in the second story ?— Come, come, 
we have had enough oi^brovm ^eoci— 4etus hsm 
the grinners— put on the hoise-collais. 

When the two. knights were anajed in their 
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' cottars, they advanced to tbe front of the stage, . 

and Mm^maii thus began :-^Is not Mr. Sheers J 

the agent of a rebellious tenant of Oude Faim ? | 

Is he not in correapondenee "with the Ban* ? 

iam? 

^Itettf' he not know that the Gulls thieatea 
"" to invade us before the next meetiag in the 
"'Oottirtion Hall? 

'Sheers. Gentlemen; This night dij^^eLast 
^iHape rf Dicky Merryman, treasiurer of the 
"" flotilla. This I^y, after a short but patotftd^ 
illness, expirejd, with a violent struggle, in "the 
arms of her daughter, Despotr, ^greatly lament^ 
ed by all her friends, as, by her death, that re* 
nowned patriot will be deprived of evqry in«$uis, 
of subsistence, she having been his sole- support 
, for a great number of years. Her obsequies will 
be attended to' the grave with all du^ solemnity, 
accompanied with the groans and t^srs of aU4lie 
placemen, pensioners, household stewards, clerks, 
cbUectors, tax-gatherers, fraudulent debtors, 
gamblers, swindlers, rogues and vagabonds, con- 
nected with the family. 
"Mob. May all the family speedily frflow ' 
On the ninth day, the poll closed as oa ihe 
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piBceding one; but Merryman still gained 
ground on Sheers^ and his spirits ifgain began to 
flow, and he addressed the poptilaCe in the fot 
lowing manner with an affected air of good 
humour :-^You were Iratlier harsh towards me 
jesterday; but it proceeded from a confederacy 
against me. I was surprised to find that the 
journeymen, in particular, were entrapped into 
the ccmiederacy — the shoemakers especially— the 
very class of persons from whom I should e;xpect 
a decided partiality— the very persons by whom 
I have been six times chosen a delegate to the 
Cmnmon Hall — ^with whom I fondly thought 
myself as great a lavourite as Crispin himself. 
Indeed, I ought to be popular with journeymen 
of every description, as I always ctioselhem for 
my drinking companions in preference to their 
masters, and I once made one of the journeymen 
' caRco^printers driink at his own expense, and 
afterwards helped him over a gutter in his way 
home, although I could scarcely stand^oii my 
own legs. The fellow, out of gratitude, made 
me a present 6f a set of calico bed-furniturcy 
which I was glad to accept, although, at that 
time, I had no bedstead to Iwng it ori. How* 
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ever, tbe bed-furniture was parefully ,pil^ri^ 
hym^ tinclcj and when jmj .W^rtionSffpr^^fce 
piiblic good were crowned with ,suc<?e§Sv,aQ4I 
had gained a bed, and money enough Jo,rc;^e^ 
the furniture^ I put them up, and. now ni^^,^i|6e 
of thera. It ,was also reported that the jpup^py* 
men printers were in the confederacy ; but. that 
report T^ras" false ; they, have been friends tQ:nie, 
and I have been a friend to them. You. see^ t^iat 
I now move on, though I lagged at first ; bwt I 
now look with confidence to the result, and cpn- 
dude with saying— r^animy Boanet and myself 
for ever ! . 

Sheers. Gentlemen; I£ Mr. Merry man sjiould 
be successful, he should have the modesty to at- 
triljute it rather to your merpy, than his gwn 
deserts. What is it he solicits from you?r-rA 
pla^cein the Common Hall, which is to him w^at 
a cathedral would be. to men who had, iiifqrrqer 
times, violated the laws. He implores y^u not 
to consign liim to' his merciless creditors w^io,, he 
fears, would unanimoudy return him to a large . 
stdne-building, not called the Common-Hall, biii ^ 
which isj nevertheless, a very common hg^sjs^, 
What he has^told you of his services to journey 
n3 
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mm calico-printers^ I believe to be a fact^ 
althongh, if there bad been shame in him, he 
should have blushed tor hare oWned it. As to 
the printers, he certainlj encourages them, for 
there is now in the press— -a new, and correct edi- 
tion of a celebrated and often-performed play, 
called THS double dealer ; with considerable 
additions, commentaries, annotations, and illus- 
tratfons, by that most admired playwright and 
shifter, Dicky Mbrryman, treasurer of the flo- 
tilla^ pensioner of 4000 lirres a year, drawn from 
the yitals of the industrious poor. 

Mob. .Hang him^ draw him, and quarter him, 
and stick up a quarter in each comer of the 
abode ef the grand adviser, and patron of all 
apostates t 

On the tenth day, the state of the poll was 
similar, but Merryman was still gaining gronnl 
on Sheers, on which, with great self-command 
of temper, he recommended moderation to his 
competitor. 
• On the eleventh day, Merryman got a-head of 
. I^een, and said that he could not express him* 
sdBf without some emotions of joy and exuUatioii. 
Mr, Sheers m^ht endeavour to persuadejMiMf 
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the electors^ that he was unfit jto be a delegate^ 
but he could not -deprive him of the mind and 
manners of a gentleman,*— (he yfaas fight, a man 
can never be deprived of what 1^- never posses- 
sed,) in both of which he was tontinced that his • 
rival was woefully deficient. (The reader must 
recollect the vulgar adage of Ihe pot and 
kettle.) 

On the twelfth day, the poll was similar to 
that of the preceding day. Mr. ' Peter Bore 
opened the ball, by decrying Billingsgate Ian-: 
guage^ in language which would have dis^:a.ced 
Billingsgate J 

Merryman thanked the electors, and congratu* 
lated them on hiSf or rather their triumph, as 
he termed it, as they were to be benefited by it^ 
and not himself. He particularly expressed his 
. gratitude to the females of cDert/ descriptiony iat 
he did not believe that there was one single 
woman, at least hot one good-looking one, who 
wa« not on his side. (There were some of tbo$ej 
hireling beauties who infest the lobbies of theatres, ' 
unquestionably, on his side.) Re added that ifl, 
I^ were to notice aU the lies, which uKilice and 
impttdence^liad sent fcwtb i^ainst^faim^ (wJkat 
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langu^c lir^ii^^belips ef a person, who, only 
the day beforcfliad boasted himself possessed of 
the mind and manners of a gentleman!) he 
should only waste ^ his breath, which he should 
keep to co^4ris porridge, since he.had secured it 
so^snulgly. 

Sheers retorted, that since the treasurer was so 
degraded as to utter the most gross falsehoods, he 
wondered that he was not ashamed to idiew his 
face. (He should have said the copy or his 
face, for the original had never made its appear- 
ance—at least on the pablicstage.) He charged 
Peter Bore with boring the steward for a pension, 
and hoped that Brownbread was not going to 
barter his senses for a place in the Hospital for 
Incurables. 

We- wilt not disgust the reader by wading 
through a repetition of these gross indecencies 
and 'fulsome adulations, intended to tickle the 
ear of the smmsh^mnliitudey and cajole them out 
of their senses, which were almost the sole pro- 
perty left them. At the close of* the p6ll, Bon* 
n^ and JIe»ryman were deckirtd4o be*the s«- 
c«»ful 4:a&didates. The^u^eAidM had supports * 
edhb-Jderryman^* not'^foogh love of T^sjpeet^lijt - 
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because he had wholly forgotten his former rant 
about placemen, pensioners, and corruption; 
and they dreaded the vociferation of Sheers, 
who had denounced eternal war against the two 
former, and declared that he would join to lay 
the axe to the root of the latter. 

Reader. But where, Mr. Author, was the in* 
dependence of the electors? • 

Author. Many had their independence at the 
end of their tongues, and uttered it with their 
Totes, according to the honest dictates of their 
conscience : more had it in the bottom of their 
pockets, where it lay smothered by treasuiry- 
bills, orders in the way of trade, notices to quit 
their bouses, &c. 

Reader^ The Freelahders were certainly a very 
aggrieved and oppressed people ; but it was their 
own faulty the laws had defined their rights, 
and they ought to have displayed a proper ^rm» 
nesftand determination tosufi^noencroacbiaents 
upon them. 

Author.* Hark, Reader !-*-Look at home! 
Remove the beam from thine own e3re, before'- 
thou offerest to pluck the mote from thy 
brotbcr^s. : 
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Reader, Right enouj^h — ^I tmdeirstanci you — 
Pray) proceed •withyouTStorjr. * 

The successful candidates moutit^ a trium- 
phal car, which had been prepared at* Marry- 
man^s thetttre, and they were attended4)y 'all the 
rabble of it, as well as by a poss^ of coiistables 
«iid peace-officers, to pisotect the popular Mr. 
. Merryman from the tokens bfHthe pop^ce'a re- 
' gard. The-people are lilways in extremes, and 
theonly way theycould deviseofif this occasion, of 
testifying^theirrespctet for their firvourite, Crispin 
Menyvoiny was by -sending snch a shower of 
mud, dead dogs and cats, at the triumphal car, 
. that tfaelanrels^witbwhich it wasthickly covered, 
(these honours probably haying been foreseen,) 
could scarcdy defeild' him from -some of these 
iiiark» of popular appmbation. After parading 
about' the manor in triumph, the household can- 
.. didates adjourned to an inn^ to drink ^success to 
jcanfliUdionalelectionsfandmdepehdent elecixffs! 

The Reader. Pray, Mr, Author, what did | 
rraeii of sense — ^not the senseless rabble— ^thihk of 
all this corruption, mockery, and insult? 

Author. Why, amidst the rociferation tJf the 
people, a sober elector addressed them in the 
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words of the ol4 frog in . the fable, when a- 
mischierous urchin was pelting himself and bis 
companions with stones : — ^* This may be fun 
to'you, my young thoughtless Sir*; but it is 
ifearAtousI" 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

■ ' % 

MORE BVMOVKS OF POPULAR ELEGTIONS; OR THE 
MOUNTEBANK DRIVEN FROM BIS 8TAGS.-«*SIMXLS 
OF BEGGARS AND FOREST FLIES. 

We cannot quit the humours of popular dec* 
lions without gira^ the reader an account of 
the one whidi took plaee al-the Staflbrdshire 
Arms. Although Merrjonan had made himself 
sure that his dnplictty had blinded his old ooq- 
stituents to hi3 ingmtitude, and that no opposi* 
lion would he made to htf son Tommy; yd; the 
swinish muUUttde readily perceive when they are 
illtreated and insulted, and, though slow io 
anger, yet their yengeanoe is. <mly more certain 
and heavy. Tommy M erryman was sent down 
as if he had (mly to shew his &ce to jump into 
his father^s cast*off shoes ; but that &ther wasno 
Ioi^b;^ the staunch, the incorruptible patriot aod 
friend of the people; and bis oCi/nemir^l^, 
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himself, liaid puf on a new face. Tommy had 
no sooner approached the outskirts of the town 
than he found himself to be an unwelcom^^ 

visitor: K) 

" It was not Mways thus: the time has been 
When thb unfriendly door, that bars my passage^ 
Flew wide, and almost leap' d off its hmg«» 
To give me entrance here ; when this good house 
Has poured forth all iH^veUers toreceive iQe ; 
When my approach has made a little holiday. 
And er'ry face was dress'd in smiles to meet me t 
^utn^w His otherwise: and those, who bless'd mfi. 
Now curse me to 'my face." > 

Tommy was, however, not of a complexion r . 
lo be ever put out of countenance, as the reader J 
mil conceive froiA the following sketch of his ^ 
character : He inherited all his father's virtues — 
for he had npnei he was heir apparent to Ws \ y 
•estate; but unless he could roll in the public ^- 
treasury for many years to come, it would not /> 
"be sufficient to pay all tlie debts which be bad 
been all his life contracting ; he had none off v^ 
*«V talents, save those of drunkenness and du-Zv^ 
flicity,— if a fool, who was as easy to be 

VOL. II. o 
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through as a gauze veil^ could be said to enter- 
tain duplicity. He would have been a great 
kfiave if he had not been a greater fooL 

Tomipy's first visit to the Staffordshire Arms 
was previously to the election; and with a view 
of cajoling his father^s old frionds, he caused 
them to be summoned by a bellman, for the pur- 
pose of returning thanks to his father for the 
honour he had conferred upon them of repre- 
senting them so manyyearsj and of getting him- 
self, of which he made not the least doubt, readily 
^nd joyfully proposed as his worthy successor. 
No one, however, could be found hardy or silly 
jenough to make the proposal. Still Tommy ' 
was n,ot disconcerted ; he resolved to have recourse 
, to his old trick of chicanery; for he had once 
before at a former election for the Cornish Arms, 
attempted to hustle a gentleman out of his seat 
through the dexterity of his law agents; but he 
had completely failed. He soon found out that 
one of the other candidates (there were two 
besides himself) was rather . involved in debt^ 
and, having tampered with one of his credited 
Mr. Purge-US, the solicitor of the Merrymcto, 
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was ordered to issue a -writ against him to put 
him out of the way during the approaching 
election. 

*' I would not give, quofh Hudibras, 
A straw to understand a case. 
Without that admirable skill 
To wind and manage it at will ; 
To veer and tack, and steer a cause. 
Against the weather-gage of laws. 
And rifig the changes upon faces,. 
As plain as noses upon faces." 

Tommy and Furge^us set out together with 
the writ to arrest the candidate } but, contrary 
to their expectation^ the electors were so enra- 
ged against their shameless conduct, that bail was 
easily found* They ferreted out another action, 
which was also put a stop to in the same manner. 
An the chicanery — ^all the public money — (Tom- 
my was in office as well as his £ither, as we shall 
have to see presently) were of no avail against 
the spirit and just indignation of the electors I 
Tommy lost the day, and himself and his 
agents were obliged to slip out of the Stafford- 
shire Arms, amidst the hisses, groans, and exul- 
tations at his failure of success, of the yetj 
o2 
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same people, viho had fonnerlj rent tlie air vrith 
joytvkl acclaniations at bis fathcr^s triumph. 

Tommy was a busy body iu all tht private 
drunken scenes (for his fiitber bad to^ much 
sense to bring him before the public, to his own 
disgrace) of the etecticm at the Westminster 
AiTOs, one of his ignorant witticusms deserves re- 
cordings not for itself, but for the severe and 
just chastisement which it drew upon himself and 
his father. One night after the poll was over, 
and his father*s success was tolerably certain^ 
Tommy, in the intoxicaticm of wine and victory, 
speaking of Paul Sheers, said thiit he should 
imly rai^e him in the estimation of sociiety by 
kicking him out of it* The pope*s toe, it 
seems, had not more honour in it than Tommy 
Merry man's. This senseless and buUy-like sally 
drew dovrn the manly resentment and wit*point- 
td lash of Cob well, whom we have before men- 
tioned as one of Sheers*s friends.-—** Who is this 
Mr. Thomas ^ Merryman,** said he,, ^' that as* 
sumes to himself, of a sudden^ such important 
consideration ? What pretensions has he to 
any thing respectable or good ?"- We never 
tcard of him till very lately, except -as a 
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gambler or a street-lounger. " He was said to 
have held some office under the Rising Sun, who 
was hinRelf, only a colonel; but, suddenly, 
without any knowledge of military tactics, Ire 
becomes aid*de-camp to a general officer, whdxn 
he offended by his drunkenness and profligacy/ 
He then gets another place (almost a sinecure) 
of 2,000 livres a year, whilst veterans, covered 
with wounds and glory, starve in garrets upon 
half-pay. And Merry man, the father, who so'^ 
\oi\g clamoured against the corrupt profusioa 
of former stewards, occupies a place of twice 
that sum, besides private pickings which are 
to be made. In a word, the Merrymans are a 
sort of manerial paupers, who, like sturdy beg-- 
gacfi, tell you : — " Here we are— out of employr 
mcnt and without a fortune-^-you must either 
find us work,, or maintain us idle;" in pbiin 
English, you must* eitlicr give us places or 
pensions. Some have compared them to 
ticks; others to. leeches,, who- derive nutri- 
tion by sucking the blood of the country, and 
never dropping off till they are gorged; but L 
Jknow of nothing to which they, may be so aptly . 
comjpared as to that insect called the Rarest 
o S 
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Fli/y which, at one tirae,'bUzzes in the car— the 
Bextj annoy* the nostril«-and, in short, there is 
no part of the body so foul at iffcicU it will not 
seek an entrance in seatclii of its gratification.*^ 

Well, reader, art t|ou satisfied with these 
humours of popular eleetions ? 

The Header. I ani^»satiated even to diergast. 
As Autoticm says :— ""^ understand the business^ 
1 hear it : to have a|i open car, a quick eye, 
and a nimble hand, is necessary for a cut-purse; 
a good nose is requisite also^ io smell out work 
for the other senses ; I see, this is the time that 
the unjtist man doth thrive." 

Author. True, and knavery is become as 
much the vogue with our guanlians, that thc/w^ 
and Outs mutually charge each othex with it, 
and neither disclaims it. Indeed, to be the most 
adroit knave seems the post, of honour, and to 
rob the public, the grand trial of skill. A laxity 
. of privatp manners is the cause of a want of pub- 
lic principle: the former are the trunk, from 
which the latter i^iles in branches. There ne- 
ver was a more immoral and dangerous maxim 
propagated than that a* man's private has nd re- 
gard to his public character, or that wei1filf«^ 
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ness in domestic was ifot inconsistent with purity 
in civil life. According to this mode of reason* 
ing^^an unprincipled gamester would make an 
honest first lord of the treasury , or the keeper of 
a bagnio an immaculate lord chancellor and 
keeper of the seals. This pestilential doctrine wa^ 
broached by men devoid of principle and cash^ 
who wished to live at the expence of the pub- 
lic; by men who, conscious of the notoriety 
of their vices, were anxious to make the people^ 
believe that those very vices were not inconsist* 
ent with public integrity; by men who had as* 
sumed a masquerade dress, denoting knavery oa 
one side, and honesty on the other. Can such 
amphibious animals exist, or, if they can, areihey 
fit to be trusted ? Is the egomet dixi of a known 
rogue to be taken for his own honesty ? fc a 
man grossly immoral in all the relations of pri- 
vate life— ra treacherous friend, an adulterer, a 
gamester, an adventurer, — a man whose criminal . 
extravagance and pleasures are ihe public deles* 
tation-*^is such a man worthy of the public con- 
fideace? lube fit to be placed in any station in 
wbich gveat temptation is to be sesisted, and I0| 
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^ inflexible integrity to be maintained?— None bat 
rogues of the same stamp will answer ^e5. 

If Otway bad not been the known author of 
the tragcid ) of Venice Preserved^vre should have 
been inclined iof attribute it to Mierryman the 
elder, were it only for the following lines::— 

JaFFIEK; 

*' I'm thinking, Pierre,, how that damn'd starjJBg 
quatty ^V 

Caird honestj^, got footing in the world—** 

Pierre.. • 

' — : ♦* Powerful villainy first set it up,. 

** For its ownease and safely ; honest men 

** Are the soft easy cushions on which knaves 

" Repese and fatten : Were all mankind villains^ 

" They'd starve each other ;. lawyejs would want'prae^ 

tice,. 
'• Cut-throats reward ;.each.H)aawo.uld kill his brother 
" Himself: none would be paid or hangM for murder. 
" Honesty J 'Twas a cheat invented first 
" To bind the hands of bold 'deserving rogues, 
- *' That fools and cowards might sit'safeln pow'r, 
** And lord it uncontroll'd above their, betteis^ 
'^ UanM^s^tSL notion" '" .^ 

Now Mr. Thomas Merry man was a cit%»of 
ttie old block in dbhonest j as wdl as drirdufi|^ 
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as the following little anecdote will tend to prove* 
His horses had stood for some time at a livery- 
stable*keeper*s in the neighbourhood of Caven- 
dish*sqaare. The groom came for them one 
night, or rather momingy (for the midnight hour 
iras past,) and said the butler wanted them out 
iinna|iately. The stable-keeper was not att 
mKK/bol^ and he answered from a window, that 
|j<nther the butler nor even his master should 
have any horses out at that time, as he and hi$ 
people had all retired to rest some time ago. 
The groom was obliged to retire without the 
horses, and in the morning the butler came, and 
feigned a great rage at being refused the horses. 
The livery-stable-keeper made the same reply ta 
him as he had before sent by the groom, and 
added that he would not even let the horses go 
then until his bill was settled. The butler re- 
sented the affroTit, but the money must be raised. 
It was produced— and the groom then whispered 
the liTery-keeper that he had acted perfectly 
right ; for if he had let the horses out ia the 
night, his master would have been 1^ that lime 
many miles on his road to Bogland. — The reader 
must know that bi^ father had procured for him 
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■ 
the place of muster-master general in that de- 
pendency of the manor, and he will judg^ whe- 
ther such a miBter-master-general would or 
would not be like to go snacks with the colonels 
of regiments, and whether or not the muster-rolls 
would contain any paper soldiers for whom the 
public were to pay as effective men» We shall 
say neither the one thing, nor the other^and only 
hope that,, as Mr. Thomas Merrynian has been 
since troimced by a verdict against him of 1500 
Uvres, from criminal conversation with the wife 
pf a brother officer and bosom friend, he will no* 
more be able to iutrude himself upon the public 
liotice, and will profit by his retirement from t/^ 
world to amend his morals.. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

SOME SAGE REFLECTIONS ON POPULAR ELECTIONS.— 
AND EXAMPLES OF PERSONS IN filGH LIjPE, WHO 
HAVE BURNT THE^ FINGERS BY OFFlClOUSIfV 
MEDDLING WITH THEM. 

Wheee the exectUive and legislatioe pow^s are 
-vested in the same person, there can be no liberty^ 
because that person may enact tyrannical laws^ 
and execute them in a tyrannical manner. Ther^ 
is also no liberty if the judiciary power be not 
severed from the executive and legislative pow- 
ers ; were it joined to the latler, the judge w^ould 
determine according to his will; and if to the 
former, the life and property of the Subject 
would be liable to arbitrary controul. 

Liberty, in its rational sense of the word, is 
that security which one enjoys for his person arid 
property, and that cannot exist where the same 
man^ or body of men, exercise the whole three 
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or any two of these powers, as may be reiidertxl 
plain to the meanest capacity, by ao attention to 
the common occurrences of life. 

As the people are too numerous and dispersed, 
. to meet in consultation on every occasion, repre* 
sentatives are Accessary. These ought to act ac* 
cording to the g^ieral sense of their constituents, 
where it ca^ be come at; where it cannot, they 
are bound to take «uch steps as shall appear to 
them most consistent Mrith their interest, without 
having the least regard to prirate intetest^ un- 
iesB as an individual of the same society. 

Now where, as was the case in Freeland, the 
legislative body were to be chosen as welt from 
the tenantry os the gentry, what liberty could 
«cist, if the CDCecutive power made, nse of the 
public money to oontroul their elections, and 
buy over their re]^«s^tatives to "wink at this 
scandalous profusion? The legislative power, 
in stich ^se, is in the executive, and then, as 
Vfc have said before, there can be no liberty. 

ft is for the admirable precision with which 
aikese powers are distinguished, allotted, and kept 
tBunder, that the president Montesquieu gives 
Hie preference to the English constitutioa over 



,y Google 



tHE-R18lNG SUN. fSf 

ill! others. " Whoever," says he, " shall read 
the admirable treatise of Tacitus on the manners 
of the Germans, will find that it is from them 
the English have borrowed the idea oftheir poli- 
tical government. This beatdiful system was 
invented first in the woods. As all human things 
have an end, the state we are speaking of will 
lose its liberty,— it will perish. Have not 
Rome, Sparta, and Carthage, perished? Ik 
xmll perish wlien the legislative power shaU be 
more corrupt than the execulitey — Far, far dis- 
tant be the day I - 

But to return to Freeland; where this corrupt 
^tate really ejtisted, and matters appeared to be 
hastening to that end which all human things 
have. Several preceding Lords of the malioi: 
had attempted to exert undue influence over the 
electors and the elected, and^some of them had 
cause io riie the attempt^ as we may collect fironi 
the following extract, from an ancient dedication 
to a subsequent lord»».on^ lord William. W« 
shall make no apology to the reader^or iotrodu* 
cing itj as it will apply to any emperor, ting 
potentate, or sovereign, as well as to any lord oi 
a manor, ia a similar situation. 

"ToL. lu r 
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*' When our lord's mansion-house is on fire, 
and his, beloved person is in the midst of the 
flames, the meanest of his tenants hath the pri- 
vilege to give him warning of his danger ; and 
this, I am afraid, sir^ is too near our case, or I 
would not have assumed the boldness to disturb 
jrour tenants, or have placed myself so disad- 
vantageously before your lordship, as I must ex 
pecFto appear under the character of a public 
censor of your household* I know the common 
answer to these kinds of conijplaints is, that it is 
more easy to find faults than remedies. If you 
please, sir, we will consider of remedies: — first, 
be pleased to remove from your person, councils, 
and offices of trust, men bred up and confirmed 
in principles destructive to our constitution, and 
who rob you of the affections of your li^ te* 
nants." 

^^ A Freeland lord, is tke greatest lord upon 
earth, where he rules oVer the hearts of his 
tenants ; and all other methods to power and 
greatness have been found ineffectual in Free* 
land.'* 

« Purgatives will not alone perfect the cure of 
your household^ and restore it to perfisct bedlli; 
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you must make use of alteratives too; there 
must be a change of measures as well as a dw- 
charge of men ; and the metliod, vfYkich I hum* • 
h\y ofier, is this; first, to make the interest of 
Fceeland your chief aim, and since you are the 
Fieeland lord, to become ' entirely a Free- 
lander." 

^' In the next place, sir, let me desire y«i tor 

4tt)oid concerning t/6ursdf in ekctiims of delegatet 

to the Common JfaSy or influencing them when 

chosen. Ifepresent&tion* is a sacred' part of tKe 

Fredand constitution, and^ like the Israelites' 

' ark of old,' not to be touched profanely: 

therefore, sir, it will be^ your true interest ijo 

leave the people free io their choice, and their 

Tepresentattyes-fiee to^ their opinion when chosen. 

It 6tiU is fresh' in our memories how much the 

practices^ of our late lords, in corrupting efec* 

tions, and closeting delegate, enraged the tenan* 

try, and tliey had^ reason to repent it. All these 

things, therefore, are to be most carefully avoided 

by your lordship. You must by no means, sir, 

j^ive this occasion of claraotir, and recrimination 

to your enemies; but be pleased to follow thii 

general rule— always to beware of the hQuseholdi 
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^nd aypid the schemes aad counsels of those cor** 
ruptiog and closeting lords,, and then you can 
^ scarce .i&rr; for, whateyeir is opposite to their 
principles aj^ practica^,^ i». the direct road ta 
your security and ^ucce^/* , ' 

Y^t-^nDtvithstitnding th^ exai»ples whic& 
this ancient author holds QUt^ of the attachi^ent 
pf ihfi jtenants to thdr genuim constiUiiionf andy 
particularly, to the rights of free election, and oi 
the successful resistance ^hich they had made 
tcranyjencroachments on them, the same system 
of corruption continued to the time of which 
ffe arct now writing the history, qnd seemed ta 
liave increased t-!-If any partial infringement 
was made on the liberty of the Freebnd^^, their 
mouths wer^ instantly closed by some place* 
man's telling them that it was forfl^e pr^serva* 
tion ofthe whole from the leyelling system of the 
Gulls J if any of them cried-^" Shame on such 
infringements 1 they were stigmatized as levellers^ 
9Xid persons disaffected to tkcir glomus constUu^ 
tWfiy which, like a military standsrd after a 
desperate action, was all in tatteiiB. Unthinking 
inc»i were i^rged on to brand them as unworthy to 
Ue^d their own native liuid,^ hf somewha^ 
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like the folloidng expressions :— We hate seen 
the &tal effects of levelling characters, distinc"^ 
tions, and ranks, in another conc^ry : ne have 
seen that th^ very levelteis tfiemselves had bar" 
their day, and that their turns regularly came 
to astend the scaffi>ld, and pay the price of 
their crimes one after another^: we have seeti^ 
eommoticmsand ttoubks begnir in neighbouring 
manorsj Yfhich. have pervaded' all the country 
round : ^e have seen crimes, bloodshed, murder, 
rapine, and every kind of robbery, legalised by 
almost every one of the diflferent forms of govern-^ 
ment established in the unhappy country of which- 
we would warn our happy countrymen to beware 
of following the exam]^e : we have seen at test a 
tyrant and usurper, by his abilities and his 
crimes, lording it over almost the whole country. 
Let us then take warning, by these £ital effects, 
BOt to follow the same wioked causes^ lest we come 
to the same miserable end: let us mark with bo* 
0oming= indignation, the" mnn^ or set^ of men, 
who, for interest, malice, or any other base pos- 
sion, would deceive us by his sophistry, into per* 
mitting or acting the same onfortwiate seeni^/ 

pa 
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9Vor ngnm^tl^at we have seen, aad joow, I trusty 
kil0W k0W to^ npiHfdciateriii apolhcar country.'* 

Now> wbo tbntbas seen all tbese things^ standb 
•^ seed of tiU tjbis dfcIumtitieD to Mra^n Mm from: 
tilliag Uxtptif^ 9, Hus^ableabyis, and oonuiig' 
to tbe mae -stbciable end^ U buppeived howw 
fWr thai t&e corraption of fl)Q goTemment^ 
and n<pt of tbe peoi^r broofht about this mtse^ 
jable md^ i^nd maoy hoaest ineity who openljF 
supported th^ goyemment of Freeland, seeietlj 
petitioned heaKn^that a similar corruption might 
aot bnag on a siftitlar miserable end. Witb 
fubmissioiL to aense and reason^ aQ the abbye so^ 
phistrjr could neyer prove that^ because the 
Qnll$ had overthrown ^eir constitution^ and 
murdered their Lord^ the i^ants of any oth^ ma* 
lior imghi to resigp all their owqr rights into tibetr 
Lord's hands and becpoie hi^ abject vassals or 
viUeiusy ta convince hipi ^t H^ey biui no suefc 
designs. 

For whtit end 'wse wrlUen cbarteis and kwa 
dasilgiied) but thftt aveiy ima conccamed) may 
snad^^reasanupm'— andactaceonUiigto tiliemt 
if he bfoafihrt Ifff JWW wa M ft opmionfii tfaivfilAllB 
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to punish him ; if not, it is ridieuloiis^ too ridi«^ 
eulous to stigiiMMti^e,^ as one diaaSscMt to the- 
constitutioD^ a man whose sole aim is to assert^ 
and to urge others to assert^ the righto of iht 
community— to display the dignity of man^ and 
not to be ltd by the nose as tenderly as asses 
are. The vulgar adage says, " That which is 
creiy body^s business^ is nobody^s.** The syco- 
phants of power know this to be a fact, and the 
most sure method of subjecting a community, 
is by decrying those individuals who would wish 
them to lode a little into their own affairs, and 
to see that they have their due. If the ministers 
of corruption, and advisers of tame submission, 
are to be the only e^xmnders of the constitu-^ 
tion^ there is an end of it at once; there is no 
longer any constitution to maintainy and when* 
tliat is gone^ there is nothing worth the tenants 
troubling their heads about. They have no se-^ 
curity tor either person or property : and a wise 
government will consider whether it be worth 
while to reign over the slaves, who may as well 
be skves to one person as to another, at the risk^ 
perhaps, of not reigning at all ; for where there 
h nothing to defend, there ynSl be nobody to de^ 
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fend that nothing; or ^rbether, on the contrary, 
it will not be bettor to leign over men, against* 
whom, — 

" Unlen corraption fiivtdqect'the pride 

And guardian vigour of tbe freebom s^\x\. 

All rude attempts of violence are vain ; 

For firm within^ add while at heart untoudiM, 

Ne'er yet by force was Freedom overcome. 

Bui soon as independence stoops the head. 

To vice enslaved, and vice-created wants. 

Then to some foul corrupting hand, whose waste - 

Their craving lusts with fatal bounty feeds, . 

They fall a willing undefended prize. 

From man to man thV infectious softness runs. 

Till the whole state uimerv'd, in Slavery sinks.- * 

Thomson. 
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CHAPTER XY. 

mums! RuiKsl ruins!— the sauiR£ cuckolds a 

TAILOR^ AMD 18 KKOCKED DOWN i^Y BIS GOOSE. — 
DEFINITION OF TfiB WORD HONOUR. — HERCULES 
TURNS 4 SFINSTBR.*— A VERT PROPER REMON- 
STRANGE TO BRING A VBRV QREAT liAN TQ BI# 
PROPER SENSES.— CONCLUSION* 

When we see an ancient^ v^ierable building 
felling to decay, our sympathy carries us back, 
to the a^ra, when the now mouldering and silent 
walls, resounded with the mirth and jollity of 
those human beings who have long since fallea 
to dust ; we admire the perseverance and inge^ 
Duity of the architects of former times^ and we 
respect the tottering remains of their labours ; . 
we deprecate the barbarous hand that hastens 
their fall, and removes every trace of them> to. 
make way for modem improvements. In like 
manner did every one, in those days of which 
yte axe now speaking,^ look on the venerable 
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mansion-house of Frceland Manor, — ^venerable 
even in its state of dilapidation, and of threat- 
ening ruins. The tenants perceived with keen 
regret and swelling indignation, that, in order to 
make way for (what were absurdly styled) modem 
tmprovementsy the T^hole of that majestic &bric 
had been much injured by removing the si|b« 
itantial buttresses whicb woald have defied tlie 
fihpclcs of ages^ and substituting in their place, 
light, airy, and feeble props. It was evident 
that these modem dabblers in brick and mortar 
were no more to be compared with the original 
founders, than a Satyr with Hyperion ; no more 
worthy of replacing a stone of their laying, than 
a miserable sign-dauber of the present day would' 
be to re-touch the paintings ofApelles or Zeuxis«. 

The tenants were but too well aware that they 
were so over-burthened, that they could lidt pro* 
ihise to play the Atlas much longer,, without 
some very great change of measures^ and that if 
they should sink under their monstrous load, and 
suffer the pile to fall to the ground, they wonld 
never be able to rebuild so as to bear the slight* 
est resemblance to what it had once been* 

The Squire, indeed,, gave some sy mptomfi^ 9f il; 
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change of measures; but the new ones were of a 
•worse complexion tfian the old ones. His tastt 
begain to veer about from antique and ell-wide 
beauty, to that which was youthful and mode^ 
rate-sized; but lie was most unhappy in his 
choice, or we slu^ld have rather said happy y if 
he had received a lesson that, whatever other pri« 
vatioas a Freelonder might submit to for the 
good of his country^ or even for the support of 
the profligate extravagance of a debauchee, lie 
would part with his life before be would sufier 
himself to be deprived of his facmoun The fact 
wa^ that— 



T« — . H-— — ^ome treach'rous cupid led 

',/His sportive footsteps to a Tailor's bed/** 

*— In hapless hour for the poor Squire! for the 
husband wias not only impolite enough to inter* 
nipt his sport ; but with all the vengeance of in* 
suited honour and manhood, he flung his g<iose 
with so much wrath and violence at the shais^ 
less usurper of his conjugal rights, that, had his 
sudden rage permitted him to have taken a 
cooler aim, the Itismg Sun had set, — ^never to rise 
^gaiih I As it was, the goose made him sta^;get> 
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and brought him to the ground with a severe 
wound, and it was hoped, a salutary admonition 
against trampling upon the honour of free and 
independent men. 

It was a brave Tailor! he deserved a higher 
rank among the demi-gods than either Mars, 
Hercules, or Theseus,, and bis goose was more 
worthy of a place among the constellations, than 
Berenices wig. It carried a weighty proof with 
it that the whole manor was not so debased, de« 
graded, and sunk, but that;it»4.wafi dangerous to 
touch their hououry however thejr. might submit 
to have their pockets turned inside out. 

Crfmmit a breach '^hospitality! violate the 
wif«K)f yourentertaiijtejr ! — ^Hospitality is a sacred 
law, a public interest, as every man must, some* 
time or other, have sfood- in need of it, and be 
Aware of its advantages.- Was it iiiomsttch £t 
tou|rce as a violator of the laws of hospitality that 
the Freelanders were after%vttrd8 to look for alf 
the streams of honour, rank, and.dignity, which 
were to flow through their estates ? — Was it frcwn 
such a soHrce they were to expect the support 
and maintenance of juWice, equity, and mpia*' 
ihyi It' was likely "to '.prove a very mi 
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stream I — ^Thcy hoped, however, that a check 
was put to the trampling upon their private ho- 
nour and happiness, as the fear of punishmeat 
-will very often bind those to their good beha« 
.yiour, whom honour cannot. 

Honour!— aye honour; — ^not in that false, 
hackneyed, and prostituted sense in which that 
word is miserably misapplied; but that hoi^our 
of which Seneca speaks, when he says, ^^ that 
. were there no God to see or punish vice, he 
would not commit it, T)ecause it is of so mean, so 
base, and so vile a nature ;''— we mean not that 
honour which deems it more honourable to re« 
venge a lye given, than to desist from telling it i 
not that kind of honour which is ever read j» to 
defend reputation by risking life, but pays not 
the least attention to the establishment of it on 
the basis of virtue;- not that kind of honour 
which takes away the life of a brother who de- 
mands reparation for the seduction of a bdoved 
«ister; not that kind of honour which braves the 
Yengsance of an injured husband and hospitable 
entertainer, and sqruples not to violate his bed 
under his own roof; no, we would be undexstood' 
to mean that kind of honour>~the only g&axj^ 

vasoii. • a 
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one, vht(^ is astimulas to great^ ^ood, and Yir« 
tuous actions ; which is ever ready to contribute 
to the ease, happiness and enjoyments of our 
fellow creatures ; which will not snJBfer its own 
dignity to be trodden under foot, nor will under- 
mine that of others ; in a woird, that honour-** 

"—which is its own reward and end. 
And, Batisfied within^ cannot descend 
* Te beg the suffrage a{ a vulgar tongue. 
Which by commenditig virtte does it wrong.*' 

This honour is of so fine and delicate a nature 
that it can only exist in minds naturally noble—* 

'Twasalla no^stery to the Squire, who had 
been stunned by the contact of the tailor's 
goose I 

: The teiiants had not, however, the satisfaction 
ef £ndii^ that the Squire bad chmged his taste 
fi>r extf$i\^^nce ; on the contrary, tt seemed to 
increase with unabating furor* The new apart* 
saents at Siiaildown-house were announced to 
j^lr^f^e^ op^ed ia all the style of eastern mag« 
ti&cmoe^ ^^ C0Q8eque»ttj at Ave limes the ex« 
jp^ice vMck tm eastorii monarch would hare 
Jgniiifd^ itp 08 «Mry aitick was imported fiom 
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the east at that advance in price. This intelli- 
gence must Lave afforded the tenants great cbn- 
solation under the new taxes which were about 
to be levied upon them ! 

Moreover, that very valiant Squird who^ onljg, 
a short time before, when the boasting Bantam 
tbreatened to iavade Freelaod^ afiected to be 
fiouBed up as if — 

" His martial blood began to warm apace. 
And boird and flush'd into his kindling face. 
And much he long'd to,strive in glory's race ;"— 

—That very Sguire who asked to lead the re- 
nowned Freeland warriors to pour down their 
VCTigeance on the heads of an arrogant, insulting, 
and invading enemy ; and to Set them the ex- 
ample of enduring all the hardships^ and toib 
of war and camps for the glbiy of their country; 
— that very Squire put the tenants to the ^x* 
pence of thousands -of livres for a down^ed io- 
rest his sUken limbs upon. He also purchased, 
a shawl at the price of one-hundred pieces of 
gold, to. make a dr^ng-gown soft enough, and 
gave fifty pieces more for another shawl to litte 
aod make it warm enough for those armouv'*, 
q2 
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bearing limbs ! What Omphale had put her 
distafi'iiito the hands of this would-be Hercnlesl 
■ — ^Tut, man I Do thyself more justice^ and, at 

Sh^kspeare says,— 

• ** Hang a cttffiMn on thy recreant limbi.^' 

^e tenants now began to see the folly of 
giving way, in the two first instances, to the pay* 
ment of exorbitant debts, which there was no call 
upon them, either in reason or justice^ to dls« 
charge. If the pipers hs^ been convinced that 
no one would pay them but those who actually I 
danced^ there would have been less pipings and 
consequently^ lesf to paj/* 

The Reader. Why, surely, there was nothing 
more to pay ? 

The Author. Nothing! It may be*«othing to 
feome folks; but our authority thought it a 
dreadful reckoning. It was whispered about, 
previously to the meeting of the Common-Hall, 
(as was usually practised by tlje steward when 
any disagreeable tidingswere to be announced to 
the people, in order that they might be prepared 
for them, and have time to chew the cud of re- 
sentment and swallow it again) that another ap« ! 
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plication was to be made for the discharge fif a^ 
new arrear of the Squire's debts, amouating to 
nearly r^ miliion otUoresH! 

The Reader. Could there be found a man so 
dead to all sense of shame as to propose such a 
measure ; or many of a similar complexion to 
support it? 

The Author* What has been, says the old 
saying, may be again. If a steward, who is 
himself bound by the ipse dixit of his master, or 
certain to be turned out of his, place for disobedv* 
ence, prefersL his place to his honour and the 
esteem of the tenants, acquiesces in bringing for- 
ward such a measure, the whole of his party, 
who have found their way into the Common 
Hall through the gates of corruption, are obli- 
ged, and they are base enough to think it no 
hardship to follow their will-o'th'-whisp leader 
through the most crooked, and foul lane» 
and bye-ways. The man, who is. taken* inta 
the steward's service, (as I hare -heard hinir. 
described) must, from that moment, become aa 
absolute creature to his will, and stick at nothing 
to cany on his designs, since it was upon that 
Account only, that he was preferred befoiaet me^ 
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of rfriue and. understanding. He must assert 
ialseKoods, maintain absurdities,, and reconcile 
contradictions. He must be a pimp, a parasite, 
and a buffoon, as occasion requires. He must 
jump oyer sticks, and lick the spittle of his mas- 
ter. He must lie, swear, suborn, and betray. He 
must have no opinion, nor conscience of his own. 
His passions and appetites must alwajsbe imder 
command, and his heart and tongue move only 
by direction. In short, he must be as mecha- 
nical as a dock ox puppet ^ acquiring that b j 
habit J which is a necessity in them ; but, above 
all, he must be constantly ready at a dirty job^ 
and take it as a peculiar honour to be concerned 
in actii»ns which deserve the gallows. Nay, he 
will sometimes find himself obliged to mortify 
a corrupt heart, and thwart a mischievous dis- 
position, by being employed in the cause of 
truth, virtue, honesty, and justice, whenever 
they happen to strike in with the vlewd and in- 
terest of his noble master. And to sum up alt 
in a word, he must, while living, be the most 
contemptible slave in this world, and, whendead, 
run the risk of being d—- d in the next. 
Afterwhat has been said in a former part of 
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this work on the subject of the humours of po^ 
pular elections J it must be supposed that such 
were the greater part of these guardians of the 
tenants, and there was nothing to prevent the 
measures being brought forward, and, in all pro- 
bability carried, but the late dreadful misfor- 
tunesj and the consequent gloominess of the 
times. It was an invariable rule witli the stew- 
ards to wait for some good news, at which pe- 
riods they took advantage of the joy of the te- 
nants, and levied upon them those taxes which 
were revolting to sober reason. In order that 
tiie obloquy of measures obnoxious to the people 
might not fall exclusively upon the men who 
voted for them, it was also rumoured, that the 
delegates were in future to debate clausis januisy 
and that no strangers were to be admitted, as if 
they were ashamed that what was said within 
doors should get without them. 

The Reader. Why then the tenants were 
fools if they did not make the Common Hall a 
temple of Minerva. 

The Author. What relation could there be, 
my dear sir, between a Christian debating society 
and a heathen place of worship ? 
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The Reader. Turn to the life of Pausauias. 
Cornelius Nepos informs us, that when that 
traitor took refuge in the Temple of Minerra, 
^ stalim ephori valvas ejus cedh obstruxerunt :^ 
blocked up the doors, and kft him to his medi- 
tations. 

The Author. And so you would have had 
the tenants of Freeland manor leave their dele- 
gates to their last debate! Well, if thej de- 
served it — ^if, like Pausanias, they were traitors 
to their country — ^why, it would have been no 
matter if they had been served the same sauce. 
But we have not got to that part of our story 
yet, and hope we never may. The Freelanders, 
although they had reason enough to find feult 
with the myanagement of their public afliiirs, were 
not so unreasonable as to charge their maBagera 
with the blame of misfortunes which were the 
inevitable lot, of humanity ; and, ^ ^^^7 ^^ *' 
well-grounded confidence in their own exertions 
whenever these were called tothepu$fa,they wouki 
not betray their dismay by whining oat :— 

*' No safety can be here for virtue ; . 
Where ail agree to spoil the public good,, 
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And villiains fatten with the brave man's labours ; 
We've neitlier safety, unity, nor peace. 
For the foundation's lost of public good ; 
Justice is lame, as well as blind amongst us ; 
The laws, Corrupted to their ends tuat make them, " 
Serve but for initruments to tome new tyranny. 
That ev'ry day starts up t'enslave us deeper." 

They were not yet driven to the state T)f those 
" Who curse the great, and threat rebellion.** 

No ; far from it ! They hoped that the common 
dan^r would yet open all eyes to the common 
fiafety, and that the clouds of misfortune would be 
dispelled before the face of the sun of joy, and 
afford them brighter prospects. It was neces- 
sary, however, that the great should commence 
a reform, and that those who had most to lose 
should not be. the last, as they had hitherto 
unaccountably been, to stand up in defence 
of it. 

After this last report of the sum total otiho 
Squire's extravagance, it was thought highly 
necessary to acquaint him that such misconduct 
must have the worst consequences, not only by 
adding to the almost intolerable burthens of the. 
tenants, but by making them entertain a con^. 
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temptible opinion of, and consequentlj weaken-' 
ing their attachment to their lord apparent, from 
which the g'^-eatest evils must rc»uit, as there 
can be no prosperity where there is not an unity 
of welfarean-l interests between the governor and 
the governed. The former is, or ought to be^ 
the guardian of the latter^ and the latter the sup* 
port of the former, 

" When frc'e-])OTn men, by Providence design'd 

Both to protect and propagate their kind, 

Did first their brutish appetites pursue. 

Nature alone was all the law they knew. 

When sense was guardian, and when reason youngs 

'Twas then the weak submitted to the strong ; 

Then, as the bull walks monarch of the ground. 

So, Nimrod, Caesar, and the rest were crown'd: 

For he, who could protect and conquest bring. 

Was, from a captain, ripen'd to a king: 

Thus they the people's safety made their choice, . 

And Heav'n approved it by the people's voices ''^' 

It is their choice the noblest titles brings. 

For subject? are the sur^est guard, of kings.'* 

Blovvt. 

They hoped to rouse the Squire from his 
death of honour, and if ever Me was io be their 
Zord, they hoped to see in him ^uob a lord as 
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would be the glory of his tenants ; if the Rising 
Sun was ever to arrive at its meridian^ they ho* 
ped that he would bring to them light, heat, and 
warmth. They, therefore, drew up and pre* 
seated to him the following remonstrance: 
Sir; 
The past cannot be re^alledy and the retrospect 
woould be unpleasant ifU did not etfford us an in* 
sight into our errors^ and into the means of re- 
triedngthem in future* The inhabitants of this 
HANOR, sokli/ by their good faith^ rigid econo*' 
my, activity^ perseveranccj and industry, have 
raised themselves to an unexampled height — have 
become the enfoy andadkniration of aU their neighs 
kours. But they are now overwhelmed with debt 
in the support of your family y and of the ruinous 
measures of its stewards. The chief resources of 
our prosperity have been lately y if not wholly ad 
^y at least obstructed for a timcy of which the 
Almighty aloncy can foresee the end. What nom 
remains to usP Oppressed as we ^arcy we have 
Jommiainand bring to a conclusion otirunprece* 
deeded struggle Txrith avetigeful^ implacabky ambi^ 
Housy rapadousy ndrigidngy and undermining fo^^ 
mhose energy wi^ rise in proportion as outi d^ 
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creases. The same meansy which at Jtrst.gave 
birth tOy and by a perseverance in ihem, estab^ 
lishcdpur prosperity and resources^ aare ail thai 
;<uv, ^rc^72QW^eJ^ us 4fi re'estabtish th^m. 

Por^ HeatcfCs sake! for ouri! or rather for 
your own ! forbear ^ therefore^ to add to the pres' 
sure which is already scarcely supportable! 
Above ally do not sanction, by your example, a 
corruption of the public morals, which must 
soon inevitably end in the ruin of the manor. 
Jf the source be once poisoned, the whole stream 
must be contaminated. Pause, zohilst ydt. there 
is timcy — whilst public spirit is alive ;^^wiilst yei 
\Jbere is any thing left to us to defend! As ottr 
means draw to an end, despondency mil come on^ 
and slavery is not far off. Heaven avert it ! 

TAe Reader. What ensued after this pathetic 
and proper appeal to the SijuMs feelingsr^foir X 
:n^ill not be so harsh as to suppose him devoid o| 
them? 

The Author. We have now come to the aid 
of all that part of the MS, whtth has come to 
fpur hands. If the- remainder shoidd ever, by 
mhsmce fiiU into our possession, and shoidd b» 
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worth jr of attention, we will communicate it with ♦ 
ihBXJidelitj/y for which we take great credit to 
ourselves, in giving this former part of the 
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